
11 Ways To Ruin Photograph - Tips to Avoid
Common Photography Mistakes
Photography is an art form that allows us to capture moments and preserve
memories. Whether you're a professional photographer or just someone who
loves taking pictures, it is essential to learn how to avoid common mistakes that
could ruin your photographs. In this article, we will discuss 11 ways to ruin a
photograph and provide valuable tips to help you capture stunning and
memorable images.

1. Poor Composition

Composition is the arrangement of elements in a photograph. Poor composition
can result in a cluttered or unbalanced image. Pay attention to the rule of thirds,
leading lines, and framing techniques to create visually pleasing compositions.

2. Overexposure and Underexposure

Exposure refers to the amount of light that reaches the camera sensor.
Overexposure occurs when too much light floods the sensor, resulting in washed-
out or blown-out areas. Underexposure, on the other hand, creates dark and
shadowy images. Practice using the exposure triangle and learn to control
aperture, shutter speed, and ISO to achieve proper exposure.
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3. Blurry Images

Blurry images can be caused by various factors such as camera shake, moving
subjects, or incorrect focus. Use a tripod or stabilize your camera to avoid camera
shake. If your subject is in motion, try using a faster shutter speed to freeze the
action. Ensure that your focus is accurate, especially when shooting portraits or
close-up shots.

4. Lack of Attention to Lighting

Lighting is crucial in photography. The wrong lighting can make a beautiful scene
appear dull or uninteresting. Avoid harsh midday sunlight and experiment with
different types of lighting, such as golden hour or softbox lighting. Also, be aware
of shadows and highlights, as they can impact the overall mood and atmosphere
of your photograph.

5. Ignoring the Background

The background of your photograph plays an important role in conveying your
message or capturing the viewer's attention. A cluttered background can distract
from the main subject. Take a moment to survey your surroundings and choose a
background that enhances the overall composition and story of your image.

6. Unintentional Camera Movement

Movement during the exposure can lead to blurry images or unwanted motion
effects. It's important to hold your camera steady while taking a shot. If you need
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to capture a long exposure, use a tripod or other stabilizing tools to ensure a
sharp image.

7. Improper White Balance

White balance refers to the color temperature of your photograph. Incorrect white
balance can result in images that appear too yellow, blue, or just overall
unnatural. Learn how to adjust the white balance settings on your camera or use
post-processing software to correct any color casts.

8. Using the Wrong Lens

Each lens has its strengths and limitations. Using the wrong lens for a specific
subject can negatively impact your photograph. Understand the characteristics of
different lenses and choose the one that best suits your desired outcome.

9. Mediocre Post-Processing

Post-processing is the editing phase where you can enhance your images further.
However, over-editing or applying random filters can ruin a photograph. Learn to
use editing tools selectively and aim to enhance the natural beauty of your shots
rather than altering them completely.

10. Lack of Creativity

Photography is an art form that encourages creativity and personal expression.
Taking ordinary or cliché shots can result in uninteresting photographs. Push
yourself to think outside the box, experiment with angles, perspectives, and
unique compositions to capture captivating and engaging images.

11. Rushing the Process

Lastly, rushing through the process of taking a photograph often leads to
mistakes. Take your time to evaluate the scene, adjust camera settings, and



compose your shot carefully. Patience and thoughtful execution can greatly
improve the quality of your photographs.

In , photography is a continuous learning process, and even professional
photographers make mistakes. By avoiding these 11 common mistakes
discussed in this article, you'll be well on your way to capturing breathtaking
photographs that tell stories, evoke emotions, and stand the test of time.
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11 WAYS TO RUIN A PHOTOGRAPH: A Military Family Story

When her father goes soldiering for a year, a girl decides that without Dad at
home, it’s not a family photo album. Though her beloved Nanny is in charge of
the album that year, the girl makes sure that photographs of her never turn out
well. Photos are blurred, wind blows hair in her face. April rains bring umbrellas to
hide behind. Halloween means a mask. This poignant, yet funny family story,
expresses a child’s anger and grief for a Dad whose work takes him away for
long periods of time. It’s a tribute to the sacrifices made by military families and to
those who care for children when a family needs support.
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Read with your classroom for military and patriotic holidays

Veteran’s Day

Armed Forced Day

Patriot’s Day

4th of July

Understand Military Families Who Serve the United States

Gratitude for their sacrifices

Understand the family challenges

Support for deployment

Children’s book author and writing teacher Darcy Pattison gives tribute to the
sacrifices made by military families and to those who care for children when a
family needs help. She says, “My father was a Japanese POW during World War
II. Also, I have lived near the Little Rock Air Force Base for years, and watched
families as fathers and mothers deploy. I have a glimpse of the struggles facing
military families, and feel a deep gratitude for the sacrifices these families make.”
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