
120 Days Fighting The Japanese Onslaught In
1942: An Epic Battle Worth Remembering
In the annals of World War II, one particular event stands out for its sheer
tenacity, resolve, and audacity. The battle that unfolded over 120 days in 1942
was nothing short of an epic struggle against the forceful onslaught of the
Japanese Empire. As our allies fought relentlessly, we witnessed the courage and
resilience that defined a generation.

On the 7th of December, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy unleashed a surprise
attack on the United States' naval base stationed at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The
devastation was immense, with numerous American battleships sunk or
damaged, and thousands of lives shattered in the blink of an eye. As news of the
attack spread, it ignited a fury of determination among the American people to
respond and defend their nation.

With the entire country boiling with righteous anger, the United States decided to
retaliate. The following year, a battle subsequently named "120 Days Fighting
The Japanese Onslaught" would change the course of the war, proving once
again that courage and determination triumph over even the most formidable
adversaries.
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The Power of Resilience: The American Troops at Bataan

The battleground was set in the Philippines, specifically the Bataan Peninsula,
where the Japanese forces aimed to establish dominance over the Pacific
theater. The American and Filipino soldiers stationed there knew that their only
option was to hold the line at any cost, delaying the Japanese advance and
providing time for reinforcements to arrive.

For 120 grueling days, the American troops, outnumbered and outgunned, fought
relentlessly. Despite dwindling supplies, lack of support, and the constant threat
of disease, they held their ground. The Japanese onslaught was indeed fierce,
yet the American soldiers stood firm, refusing to back down in the face of danger.

The Battle of Bataan became a symbol of hope, courage, and resilience. It
showcased the indomitable spirit of the American soldiers as they fought tooth
and nail to defend their position against overwhelming odds. The world watched
in awe as the American troops held out, inspiring countless others in their battle
for freedom.

The True Heroes of Bataan: Remembering The Sacrifice

As the battle raged on, the story of the heroes within the Bataan Peninsula
became legendary. It was a story of sacrifice, unwavering loyalty, and unyielding
determination. The soldiers endured extreme hunger, disease, and the constant
threat of annihilation, yet their resolve remained unbroken.
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Names like General Douglas MacArthur, Lieutenant General Jonathan
Wainwright, and Sergeant Jose Calugas rose to prominence, embodying the spirit
of bravery and leadership that became synonymous with the Battle of Bataan.
These men led by example, motivating their troops to fight with every ounce of
their strength and defend their position until reinforcements arrived.

Even in the face of inevitable defeat, the soldiers remained unbroken. With
supplies dwindling and disease running rampant, they fought on, determined to
buy time for the ultimate counterattack. Their sacrifice would not be in vain.

The Turning Tide: Reinforcements Arrive

As the 120 days drew to a close, hope was finally on the horizon. Allied
reinforcements were making their way to the Bataan Peninsula, ready to provide
much-needed support to their beleaguered comrades. The battle would soon take
a turn, and the Japanese forces would face a renewed resistance like never
before.

The arrival of General MacArthur, who famously vowed, "I shall return," injected a
renewed sense of purpose into the troops. The tide was beginning to turn in favor
of the Allies. With every passing day, their resolve grew stronger, and the
Japanese found themselves facing an insurgency they did not anticipate.

The Legacy of the Battle Lives On

Eventually, the Battle of Bataan would end, but its impact would be felt throughout
history. The American troops, through their unwavering determination, had
achieved their objective: to stall the Japanese advance and buy crucial time for
reinforcements. The Battle of Bataan was a turning point in the war, and its
legacy continues to inspire generations to this day.



We must never forget the sacrifices made during those 120 days of fighting the
Japanese onslaught in 1942. The men who laid down their lives and the survivors
who carried the burden of their fallen comrades deserve our eternal gratitude.
Their bravery and resilience serve as a reminder of the strength of the human
spirit and the triumph of good over evil.

As time passes, it is essential to honor the memory of those who fought so
valiantly. Let us stand united in remembering the heroes of Bataan, and may their
legacy forever remind us of the power of resilience, courage, and sacrifice in the
face of insurmountable odds.
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The author and WWII fighter pilot offers a firsthand look at an RAF squadron’s
harrowing fate in this candid combat memoir.
 
Before he became a prolific author of history and fiction, Terence Kelly served in
the Royal Air Force during World War II, flying Hawker Hurricanes in combat
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against the Japanese. Hurricanes Over the Jungle is Kelly’s personal account of
what happened to the twenty-two pilots of No. 258 Squadron, RAF, after leaving
Scotland in late October 1941. One hundred and twenty days later, all those who
had not been killed became prisoners of the Japanese.
 
This heartbreaking story takes readers to the final defense of Singapore and then
on to Sumatra and Java. In his vivid narrative, Kelly recaptures the atmosphere of
squadron life, the bitter aerial engagements with the Japanese enemy, and the
hostile jungle terrain over which they fought. For its honest depiction of front line
combat, and its criticism of British and Allied failures that resulted in lost lives,
Hurricane Over the Jungle offers an important perspective on the Pacific Theater
of World War II.
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