
36 Views Of Mount Fuji: Exploring Japan's
Majestic Icon

Welcome to the enchanting world of "36 Views of Mount Fuji" - a collection of
captivating artworks that depict Japan's majestic icon, Mount Fuji, from various
perspectives and angles. Created by the renowned Japanese artist Katsushika
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Hokusai, these prints have become synonymous with the beauty and allure of
Japan's natural landscape.

to Mount Fuji

Standing at 3,776 meters, Mount Fuji is Japan's highest peak and a symbol of
national pride. Located on Honshu Island, approximately 100 kilometers
southwest of Tokyo, this iconic volcano has been a subject of fascination and
admiration for both locals and visitors alike. Its majestic presence has inspired
countless artists, poets, and photographers throughout history.
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The Artistic Masterpiece of Katsushika Hokusai

Katsushika Hokusai, a prominent ukiyo-e artist during the Edo period, created the
series of prints titled "Fugaku Sanjūrokkei" (in Japanese) or "36 Views of Mount
Fuji" in the early 1830s. These woodblock prints showcased Mount Fuji alongside
various scenes, such as landscapes, villages, and everyday life, providing
viewers with a unique and diverse perspective of the mountain.
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Hokusai's artworks featured intricate details, vibrant colors, and careful
compositions, capturing the essence of Japan's natural beauty. Each print tells a
story and immerses the audience into the landscapes, evoking a sense of
tranquility and awe. The series gained immense popularity, both domestically and
internationally, and played a significant role in establishing Hokusai as one of the
foremost ukiyo-e artists in history.

Exploring the 36 Views

The "36 Views of Mount Fuji" series offers a panoramic view of the mountain,
highlighting its ever-changing moods and appearances. From clear blue skies to
misty mornings, Hokusai beautifully portrays the dynamic nature of Mount Fuji
through each artwork. Here are a few notable prints from this iconic collection:

1. The Great Wave off Kanagawa
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Arguably the most famous artwork of the series, "The Great Wave off Kanagawa"
showcases a colossal wave about to engulf a boat while Mount Fuji stands tall
amidst the chaos. This print has become an international symbol of Japan and
has influenced numerous artists worldwide.

2. Red Fuji
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"Red Fuji" portrays the mountain during sunrise or sunset when its peak is
illuminated by the warm glow of the sun, giving it a vibrant red appearance. This
artwork perfectly captures the serenity and beauty of Mount Fuji, encapsulating
its ethereal charm.

3. Rainstorm Beneath the Summit
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In this dramatic print, Hokusai depicts a violent rainstorm enveloping the lower
slopes of Mount Fuji. The contrasting elements of nature heighten the sense of
drama and emphasize the sheer power and magnitude of the mountain.

The Enduring Legacy of Hokusai's Prints

Hokusai's "36 Views of Mount Fuji" had a profound impact on the art world and
beyond. The series not only solidified his reputation as a master artist but also
introduced Japan's rich artistic heritage to the rest of the world. These prints were
highly influential for Western Impressionist artists like Claude Monet and Vincent
van Gogh, who drew inspiration from Hokusai's use of color, composition, and
perspective.

: A Journey Through Time and Spectacle
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The "36 Views of Mount Fuji" by Katsushika Hokusai remains a timeless
masterpiece that captures the spirit and beauty of Japan's beloved mountain.
These prints offer a window into a bygone era, inviting us to immerse ourselves in
the landscapes, culture, and artistry of 19th-century Japan. Whether you are an
art enthusiast, a nature lover, or a traveler seeking inspiration, exploring these 36
views promises an unforgettable experience.
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In 1980 Cathy N. Davidson traveled to Japan to teach English at a leading all-
women’s university. It was the first of many journeys and the beginning of a deep
and abiding fascination. In this extraordinary book, Davidson depicts a series of
intimate moments and small epiphanies that together make up a panoramic view
of Japan. With wit, candor, and a lover’s keen eye, she tells captivating stories—
from that of a Buddhist funeral laden with ritual to an exhilarating evening spent
touring the “Floating World,” the sensual demimonde in which salaryman meets
geisha and the normal rules are suspended. On a remote island inhabited by one
of the last matriarchal societies in the world, a disconcertingly down-to-earth
priestess leads her to the heart of a sacred grove. And she spends a few
unforgettable weeks in a quasi-Victorian residence called the Practice House,
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where, until recently, Japanese women were taught American customs so that
they would make proper wives for husbands who might be stationed abroad. In
an afterword new to this edition, Davidson tells of a poignant trip back to Japan in
2005 to visit friends who had remade their lives after the Great Hanshin
Earthquake of 1995, which had devastated the city of Kobe, as well as the small
town where Davidson had lived and the university where she taught.

36 Views of Mount Fuji not only transforms our image of Japan, it offers a stirring
look at the very nature of culture and identity. Often funny, sometimes liltingly sad,
it is as intimate and irresistible as a long-awaited letter from a good friend.
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