
800 Miles Around Alaska Cook Inlet

Alaska Cook Inlet is a mesmerizing region that stretches approximately 180 miles
from the Gulf of Alaska to Anchorage. Its vast expanse of crystal-clear waters,
lush forests, and snow-capped mountains make it a haven for adventurers and
nature enthusiasts. Exploring this stunning landscape by covering 800 miles
around Cook Inlet is an unparalleled experience that will leave you in awe of
Alaska's breathtaking beauty.

The Journey Begins

Embarking on an 800-mile journey around Cook Inlet provides an incredible
opportunity to witness the diverse wildlife and stunning landscapes that the region
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has to offer. Starting from Anchorage, the largest city in Alaska, one can choose
to venture either clockwise or counterclockwise around the inlet.
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Wildlife Encounters

As you traverse through the wilderness surrounding Cook Inlet, be prepared for
unforgettable wildlife encounters. From the majestic grizzly bears catching
salmon in its rivers to bald eagles soaring high above the mountains, Alaska
offers a mesmerizing spectacle of nature's finest creations.
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Unearthing Hidden Gems

While the main attraction of this journey is undoubtedly the breathtaking scenery,
there are numerous hidden gems to discover along the way. From picturesque
coastal towns like Seward, where you can witness glaciers up close, to the
incredible beauty of Kenai Fjords National Park, the options for exploration are
limitless.

Fishing and Sea Kayaking

Cook Inlet is a fisherman's paradise, offering abundant opportunities for
recreational fishing. Whether you prefer casting a line from the shore or venturing
out on a fishing charter, the inlet is teeming with salmon, halibut, trout, and more.
Furthermore, sea kayaking along the inlet's pristine waters allows you to explore
hidden coves and admire the magnificent coastal scenery.
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Immersing in Native Cultures

Alaska is home to several indigenous communities, and a journey around Cook
Inlet provides a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in their rich cultures and
learn about their traditional way of life. Visit arts and crafts galleries, attend
cultural events, and interact with locals to gain a deeper understanding of the
region's heritage.

The Magic of Midnight Sun

For those who embark on this adventure during the summer months, be prepared
for the magic of the midnight sun. Experience the surreal phenomenon of the sun
never fully setting below the horizon, painting the sky with vibrant hues
throughout the night. The ever-present daylight allows for extended explorations
and a truly unique experience.
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An 800-mile journey around Alaska Cook Inlet is a once-in-a-lifetime experience
that will leave you with memories to cherish forever. The untouched beauty of its
landscapes, the abundance of wildlife, and the cultural richness of the region
make this adventure worth undertaking. Prepare to be captivated by the pristine
waters, towering mountains, and enchanting forests as you embark on this
remarkable journey through one of Alaska's most spectacular regions.
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Experiences of a family that opened its front door to walk 800 miles in the
wilderness

Alaska holds a mythical place in the American imagination as our wildest, coldest,
largest, and farthest frontier. It is also the home of writer Erin McKittrick, who lives
in a yurt on the shore of Cook Inlet with her husband and two preschool-age
children.
Mudflats and Fish Camps chronicles McKittrick’s journey, along with her family, as
they set out to hike and paddle the entire coastline of Cook Inlet, a distance of
800 miles. This is unconventional parenting in the extreme, bringing kids not just
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into the woods, but into quicksand, snow, and the realm of grizzlies! And while
their story includes all the stubbornness, excitement, and sleet-in-the-eyes
awfulness that comes from walking their way through the world, it also provides
an intimate history of a wild and fascinating place and the people who call it
home.
While many adventure tales spring from the restless quest of someone seeking to
find themselves—whether floundering in the possibilities of youth or in the throes
of a midlife crisis—McKittrick’s story is about a person who has already found her
purpose in life. It’s an adventure that happens right in the author’s backyard,
providing her an unusual depth and connection. And it’s not a story of record-
breaking speed, hopeless under-preparedness, or a radical transformation of the
soul. Instead, it describes the journey of an ordinary family stepping into the wild
outside their home. The wonder of the landscape, the exuberant joy of children
outdoors, and the magic of exploration make Mudflats and Fish Camps an
inspiring tale of choosing to walk—literally—a more adventurous path.
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