A Rollercoaster Ride: A Teenager's Journey
With Diabetes

Living with diabetes can be challenging at any age, but for teenagers navigating
the intricacies of adolescence, it can be an even more daunting task. The journey
for a teenager with diabetes is like riding a rollercoaster — full of ups and downs,

twists and turns.

The Diagnosis

It all starts with a diagnosis. One day, a seemingly healthy teenager can find their
life turned upside down after a routine check-up reveals high blood sugar levels.
Suddenly, their normal teenage life filled with carefree moments is replaced by

daily finger pricks, carbohydrate counting, and insulin injections.

For many teenagers, it's hard to comprehend the gravity of the situation. They
may feel overwhelmed and scared about what the future holds. It's crucial for

parents, healthcare professionals, and peers to provide emotional support during

this time.
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Acceptance and Adjustment

As the reality sinks in, teenagers must come to terms with their condition.
Acceptance is an essential step in making diabetes a part of their lives without

defining it.

Adjusting to a new routine can be challenging. Suddenly, teenagers need to carry
blood glucose meters, insulin pens, and snacks wherever they go. They have to
constantly monitor their blood sugar levels, injecting insulin when needed, to
maintain stability. It takes time for them to establish a balance and regain control

over their lives.

Social Impact

Dealing with a chronic iliness in adolescence is not only physically demanding but
also socially challenging. Teenagers with diabetes often feel different from their
peers. They may struggle with feelings of isolation, fearing judgment or

discrimination because of their condition.

In school, they might face misunderstandings when managing their diabetes
during class time or participating in physical activities. It's crucial for educators
and fellow students to be educated about diabetes and its management, fostering
an inclusive environment where classmates can be supportive and

understanding.

Mental and Emotional Health

Diabetes management can have a significant impact on mental and emotional

well-being. Teenagers might experience heightened stress and anxiety due to the
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constant need to monitor their blood sugar levels, fear of hypoglycemia episodes,

or the pressure to fit in with their peers.

Depression is also a potential risk, as some teenagers may struggle with the
overwhelming responsibility of diabetes self-care. It's important that teenagers
have access to mental health support and resources to help them navigate these

challenges.

Pursuing Dreams and Aspirations

Having diabetes does not mean giving up on dreams and aspirations. Despite the
challenges they face, teenagers with diabetes can pursue their passions and
excel in various fields. With proper guidance, education, and support, they can

accomplish anything they set their minds to.

It's crucial to celebrate their achievements and encourage them to never let
diabetes hold them back.

Building Resilience

Living with diabetes requires resilience, and teenagers learn this at a young age.
Managing their condition while dealing with typical teenage pressures shapes

them into strong individuals who can face any obstacle with determination.

By developing a support network and seeking inspiration from role models,
teenagers can learn valuable lessons in resilience, perseverance, and self-

advocacy.

The journey of a teenager with diabetes is undoubtedly a rollercoaster ride. From
the initial diagnosis to acceptance, social challenges, and pursuing their dreams,

these teenagers go through a lot. By providing them with love, support, and the



necessary resources, we can empower them to thrive in every aspect of their

lives.
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17 Year old Ruhi has had diabetes since she was nine years old. This
autobiography illustrates the challenges and obstacles Type 1 diabetes brings to
ones life, and how with motivation, dedication and proper treatment, it is in fact

possible to lead a completely active and healthy life with diabetes.
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