
Abraham Lincoln: The Man Behind The Myths

The Legendary President Who Led a Nation in Crisis

Abraham Lincoln, a name that resonates with greatness, is often portrayed as an
iconic figure in American history. He is widely recognized as the 16th President of
the United States, who played a pivotal role in preserving the Union and
abolishing slavery. However, behind the myths and legends surrounding his
larger-than-life persona lies a man whose journey shaped the destiny of a nation.

The Early Life of Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a humble log cabin in
Hodgenville, Kentucky. Growing up in a family of modest means, Lincoln's early
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life experiences would serve as a foundation for his later dedication to equality
and justice.
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As a young man, Lincoln faced numerous hardships, including the death of his
mother and the financial struggles of his family. Nevertheless, his thirst for
knowledge remained insatiable, and he educated himself through books and
formal schooling whenever possible.

The Rise of an Extraordinary Leader

Lincoln didn't start his career as a political giant. In fact, his early attempts at
various professions, including store-keeping and law, were less successful than
he had hoped. However, Lincoln's determination and unwavering belief in his
principles eventually led him to the world of politics.

His political journey began in the Illinois State Legislature, where Lincoln’s
powerful speeches captured the attention of both friends and foes. These
captivating speeches laid the groundwork for his future success, ultimately
propelling him towards the presidency.
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The Trials and Triumphs of a President

When Abraham Lincoln took the oath of office on March 4, 1861, the United
States was on the brink of a civil war. As the nation's most divided period in
history unfolded, Lincoln faced innumerable challenges and made difficult
decisions that would shape the future of the nation.

One of President Lincoln's most significant contributions was the Emancipation
Proclamation, which declared that all enslaved individuals within the Confederate
States were to be set free. This historic decree paved the way for the eventual
abolition of slavery and garnered global recognition for the President's
commitment to justice and equality.

Assassination and Legacy

On April 14, 1865, Abraham Lincoln's life was tragically cut short when he was
assassinated at Ford's Theatre in Washington D.C. His untimely death sent
shockwaves throughout the nation, leaving a lasting impact on the world's history
and the unfinished work of reconstruction.

Despite his shortened life, Lincoln's legacy continues to influence the world we
live in today. From his unparalleled leadership during a time of crisis to his
unwavering conviction in the pursuit of justice, Abraham Lincoln remains an
enduring symbol of hope and unity.

In Summary

Abraham Lincoln was not only a legendary president but a remarkable man who
overcame personal hardships and societal challenges to become one of
America's greatest iconic figures. His unyielding commitment to equality and
justice reshaped the nation during one of its most tumultuous periods.



So, let us remember Abraham Lincoln not only for his achievements as a
president but also for the humanity and resilience he displayed throughout his life.
Indeed, he was more than just a myth; he was a man who changed the course of
history.
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“There is no better to current thinking about Lincoln and his place in history.” —
Newsday

An essential book for any student of Lincoln and American history, Abraham
Lincoln: The Man Behind the Myths is acclaimed Lincoln biographer Stephen B.
Oates's unique exploration of America's sixteenth president in reality and
memory. 

In this multifaceted portrait, Oates, "the most popular historical interpreter of
Lincoln" (Gabor S. Boritt, New York Times Book Review), exposes the human
side of the great and tragic president—including his depression, his difficulties
with love, and his troubled and troubling attitudes about slavery—while also
confronting the many legends that have arisen around "Honest Abe." Oates
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throughout raises timely questions about what the Lincoln mythos reveals about
the American people.
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