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Legacies
From iconic buildings to groundbreaking designs, architecture plays a significant
role in shaping a nation's history and culture. However, one often overlooked
aspect of architecture is the contributions made by African American architects.
Between the years 1865 and 1945, a period marked by immense social and
political challenges for African Americans, these architects defied all odds and left
behind an enduring legacy that deserves recognition and celebration.

Breaking Barriers and Pioneering Change

In order to truly appreciate the incredible achievements of these pioneering
architects, we must first understand the social context in which they operated.
The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 and the subsequent ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 abolished slavery in the United States. However,
this marked the beginning of a long and arduous journey towards achieving true
racial equality.

During the Jim Crow era, which followed Reconstruction, African Americans faced
rampant racism, discrimination, and systemic oppression. Despite these
numerous obstacles, African American architects emerged, determined to leave
an indelible mark on the built environment.
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1. Paul Williams: A renowned architect, Paul Revere Williams became the first
African American member of the American Institute of Architects in 1923. His
impressive portfolio includes remarkable designs such as the Beverly Hills Hotel,
Saks Fifth Avenue, and numerous private residences. Williams' ability to
seamlessly blend architectural styles earned him accolades and paved the way
for future generations of African American architects.
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2. Vertner Woodson Tandy: Breaking barriers and pioneering change, Vertner
Woodson Tandy became the first registered African American architect in the
state of New York in 1901. Tandy played a crucial role in the formation of Alpha
Phi Alpha, the first intercollegiate African American fraternity, and contributed to
the design of numerous iconic buildings, including the Mother African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church in Harlem.
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3. Robert R. Taylor: Breaking even more barriers, Robert Robinson Taylor
became the first African American to attend the prestigious Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) School of Architecture. He later served as the head
of the Architecture Department at Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee University)
and made significant contributions to the development of African American
architecture education and practice.
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Preserving the Legacy

These three architects were just a few of the many African American visionaries
who left an indelible mark on the architectural landscape. However, their
achievements were often overshadowed and overlooked due to racial prejudices
prevalent during their time.
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Recognizing the need to preserve the legacy of African American architects, the
African American Architects Biographical Dictionary 1865-1945 was meticulously
compiled. This comprehensive reference work contains detailed biographies of
African American architects who actively practiced during the aforementioned
years. It serves as a testament to their accomplishments and provides a platform
for future generations to learn, appreciate, and celebrate their contributions.

Each entry within the dictionary not only highlights the architect's professional
achievements but also sheds light on their personal experiences, struggles, and
triumphs amidst a racially divided society. The creative genius and resilience
exhibited by these architects serve as powerful inspiration to aspiring architects of
all backgrounds.

By sharing the stories and accomplishments of these pioneers, we can ignite a
broader dialogue about diversity and inclusion within the field of architecture. It is
crucial to celebrate the contributions of African American architects and ensure
their rightful place in the annals of architectural history.

Acknowledging the past and embracing the future, we honor the African American
architects who served as beacons of inspiration and change. Let us celebrate
their invaluable contributions and pave the way for a more diverse and inclusive
architectural landscape.

The African American Architects Biographical Dictionary 1865-1945 highlights the
remarkable achievements of African American architects during a time of
immense racial inequality. From the groundbreaking designs of Paul Williams to
the pioneer spirit of Vertner Woodson Tandy and the trailblazing efforts of Robert
R. Taylor, these architects defied societal norms and paved the way for future
generations.



As we appreciate their contributions, it is essential to recognize the need for
increased representation and diversity within the architectural profession. By
promoting inclusivity and celebrating the legacies of African American architects,
we can create a more equitable future for all aspiring architects.
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African-American architects have been designing and building houses and public
buildings since 1865. Although many of these structures survive today, the
architects themselves are virtually unknown. This unique reference work brings
their lives and work to light for the first time. Written by 100 experts ranging from
architectural historians to archivists, this book contains 160 biographical, A-Z
entries on African-American architects from the era of Emancipation to the end of
World War II. Articles provide biographical facts about each architect, and
commentary on his or her work. Practical and accessible, this reference is
complemented by over 200 photographs and includes an appendix containing a
list of buildings by geographic location and by architect.
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