
An Actor's Guide To Shakespeare: Unleashing
the Magic of the Bard's works
Shakespeare – a name that evokes a sense of mystique and grandeur, sparking
admiration and wonder in the hearts of actors and audience members alike. For
centuries, the works of William Shakespeare have captivated the world with their
timeless stories, iconic characters, and unparalleled language. From the tragic
tale of star-crossed lovers in "Romeo and Juliet" to the political intrigue of
"Macbeth," Shakespeare's plays continue to be performed on stages around the
globe.

For actors, delving into the world of Shakespeare can be both daunting and
exhilarating. The Bard's words are intricate and poetic, requiring a deep
understanding and appreciation of the language. In this comprehensive guide, we
will take you on a journey through the secrets of performing Shakespeare,
unleashing the magic that lies within his works.

The Language of Shakespeare: Embracing the Beauty

One of the biggest challenges actors face when approaching a Shakespearean
role is the language. The use of iambic pentameter, archaic words, and poetic
devices can be intimidating at first glance. However, once actors immerse
themselves in the rhythms and nuances of Shakespeare's language, a whole new
world opens up.
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Understanding the meter and verse of Shakespearean dialogue is crucial for
actors to bring his words to life. The use of iambic pentameter, with its alternating
stressed and unstressed syllables, creates a natural rhythm that gives the lines a
musical quality. By embracing the flow of the language and finding the beats
within each line, actors can authentically interpret Shakespeare's text.

Moreover, Shakespeare's use of language is rich with imagery and symbolism. A
skilled actor must be able to decipher the metaphors and allusions within the text,
bringing them to life on stage. Each word is carefully chosen and imbued with
multiple meanings, providing ample opportunities for actors to delve into the
depths of their characters' emotions and motivations.

Crafting Authentic Characters: Breathing Life into the Bard's
Creations

Shakespeare's plays are filled with memorable characters who have withstood
the test of time. From Hamlet's introspection to Lady Macbeth's ruthless ambition,
these characters continue to resonate with audiences today. As an actor, it is your
responsibility to breathe life into these iconic roles, to make them relatable and
tangible for modern audiences.
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In embodying a Shakespearean character, it is essential to fully understand their
backstory, desires, and conflicts. The depth and complexity of Shakespeare's
characters provide ample opportunities for exploration and interpretation. By
delving into the motivations and psychological nuances of your character, you can
create a multidimensional portrayal that captivates audiences.

Furthermore, Shakespeare's plays often require actors to inhabit multiple roles.
The ability to transform seamlessly from one character to another, often within the
same scene, is a testament to an actor's skill and versatility. By developing
distinct physicality, vocal qualities, and mannerisms for each character, an actor
can create a captivating and immersive experience for the audience.

Mastering the Soliloquy: Commanding the Stage

One of the most iconic aspects of Shakespeare's plays is the soliloquy. These
moments of introspection allow characters to reveal their innermost thoughts and
emotions to the audience. As an actor, the soliloquy presents a unique
opportunity to command the stage and connect directly with the audience.

To master the soliloquy, an actor must strike a delicate balance between
vulnerability and strength. These moments of introspection should feel intimate
and personal, drawing the audience into the character's world. By fully
understanding the subtext and emotional arc of the soliloquy, an actor can deliver
a powerful and memorable performance.

Additionally, the use of rhetorical devices within the soliloquy can enhance its
impact. Shakespeare employs techniques such as repetition, parallelism, and
antithesis to create a sense of rhythm and emphasize key ideas. By exploiting
these devices, an actor can elevate the delivery of the soliloquy, leaving a lasting
impression on the audience.



Working with Shakespearean Themes: Exploring Universality

While Shakespeare's plays are set in specific time periods and locations, they
explore universal themes that transcend time and place. Love, power, betrayal,
and ambition are just a few of the themes that resonate with audiences across
centuries. As an actor, it is vital to tap into the universal aspects of these themes
to create an emotional connection with the audience.

Understanding the context of the play and the societal norms of the time can
provide valuable insights into the themes at hand. By discovering the relevance
and resonance of these themes in contemporary society, an actor can breathe
new life into Shakespeare's works, making them accessible and relatable to
modern audiences.

Putting It All Together: Rehearsing and Performing Shakespeare

Rehearsing and performing Shakespeare requires a unique set of skills and
techniques. From script analysis to exploring physicality and vocal delivery, every
aspect of the actor's craft comes into play. It is essential to approach the
rehearsal process with an open mind and a willingness to experiment.

In addition to the technical aspects of performing Shakespeare, it is crucial to
create a supportive and collaborative environment within the cast and crew.
Shakespeare's plays are meant to be performed as an ensemble, with each actor
contributing to the overall storytelling. By fostering a spirit of teamwork and
cooperation, actors can create a cohesive and engaging production.

Bringing Shakespeare's Magic to the Modern Audience

Despite being written centuries ago, Shakespeare's works continue to captivate
and inspire audiences across the globe. As an actor, it is your privilege and
responsibility to bring these timeless stories to life. By fully immersing yourself in



the language, characters, and themes of Shakespeare, you can unleash the
magic that lies within his works and create an unforgettable theatrical experience
for modern audiences.

So go forth, immerse yourself in the world of Shakespeare, and let his words
ignite a fire within you. With dedication, passion, and a deep understanding of his
works, you can embark on a journey that will forever transform you as an actor.

Speaking the Speech: An Actor's Guide to
Shakespeare by August Wilson (Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1195 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 485 pages

Why does Shakespeare write in the way he does? And how can actors and
directors get the most out of his incomparable plays?

In Speaking the Speech, Giles Block - 'Master of the Words' at Shakespeare's
Globe - sets out to answer these two simple questions. The result is the most
authoritative, most comprehensive book yet written on speaking Shakespeare's
words.

Throughout the book, the author subjects Shakespeare's language to rigorous
examination, illuminating his extraordinary ability to bring his characters to life by
a simple turn of phrase, a breath or even a pause. Block shows how we can only
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fully understand these characters, and the meaning of the plays, by speaking the
words out loud.

Drawing on characters from across all of Shakespeare's plays - and looking in
detail at Macbeth, The Winter's Tale, Hamlet, The Merchant of Venice and Much
Ado About Nothing - Block covers everything the actor needs to know, including:
the essential distinctions between prose, rhymed verse and unrhymed verse, and
the different strategies to be used when speaking them; the difference between
'you' and 'thou'; Shakespeare's use of silence; and the vital importance of paying
attention to Shakespeare's 'original' punctuation.

Speaking the Speech is a book for actors and directors who want to improve their
understanding of Shakespeare's language in order to speak it better. It is also a
fascinating read for anyone who wants to deepen their appreciation of
Shakespeare's language and the way it comes to life when spoken aloud.

'We call Giles our 'Text Guru' at the Globe, partly in jest, and partly out of respect
for the depth of his knowledge, the gentleness of his teaching, and the sudden
illuminations he can throw across a play. If this book can afford even a small part
of the pleasure and insight Giles can provide in person, then it will be a great
asset.' Dominic Dromgoole, Artistic Director, Shakespeare's Globe

'Giles deepened my love for Shakespeare and for the way we all speak. I trust
you will have a similar experience reading his book.' Mark Rylance, from his
Foreword
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