
An American Guerrilla In The Philippines: The
Untold Heroic Journey
The story of an American guerrilla fighting against all odds in the Philippines
during World War II is not only a tale of bravery but also a testament to the
strength of the human spirit. This captivating account brings to light the
extraordinary journey of a man who defied the enemy and fought for freedom.

Behind the iconic figure of an American guerrilla lies the indomitable spirit of
Russell W. Volckmann, a man who led brave Filipino guerrillas in an epic struggle
against Japanese occupation. Though his name may not be as widely recognized
as others, his remarkable story is one that deserves to be told.

The Birth of a Hero

Russell W. Volckmann, born in Wisconsin in 1904, had an adventurous spirit from
a young age. His passion for exploration and challenge eventually led him to the
Philippines, where he found himself when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in
1941.
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Volckmann, a member of the United States Army, was stationed in the Philippines
at the time. When the Japanese invaded, he and his comrades found themselves
vastly outnumbered and outgunned. Many American soldiers were forced to
surrender, but Volckmann had a different plan.

The Guerrilla Movement Begins

Instead of capitulating, Volckmann made the audacious decision to form a
guerrilla army and wage a resistance movement against the Japanese. He
understood the dire consequences of an occupied Philippines, both for the local
population and the overall war effort against Japan.

Volckmann's leadership skills and strategic mind allowed him to recruit and train
Filipino civilians and former soldiers into a formidable resistance force. The
guerrillas engaged in hit-and-run tactics, sabotage, and gathering intelligence to
impede Japanese control and aid the advancing Allied forces.

The Treacherous Jungle Campaigns

Volckmann and his guerrillas embarked on countless daring missions through the
treacherous Philippine jungles. They relentlessly attacked Japanese patrols,
sabotaged supply lines, and carried out rescue operations for American prisoners
of war.

The guerrilla forces were masters of stealth and cunning, blending seamlessly
into the dense foliage, always remaining one step ahead of the enemy. Their
knowledge of the local terrain gave them a significant advantage and allowed
them to strike quickly and disappear just as swiftly.
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An Unbreakable Bond

One of the remarkable aspects of Volckmann's time in the Philippines was his
close alliance with the Filipino people. Recognizing the importance of local
support, he fostered strong relationships with the indigenous population.

The Filipino guerrillas fought alongside Volckmann's forces, sharing their
knowledge of the land, language, and culture. Through their combined efforts,
they were able to cripple Japanese control over key areas of the country.

Victory and Recognition

As the war drew to a close, Volckmann and his guerrilla army played a pivotal
role in the liberation of the Philippines. By destabilizing Japanese forces and
providing critical intelligence to Allied commanders, they significantly contributed
to the success of the overall military campaign.

Volckmann's expertise and leadership earned him the respect and admiration of
his superiors. He was later promoted to the rank of colonel and played a key role
in the establishment of the United States Army Special Forces.

The Legacy Lives On

Russell W. Volckmann's heroic journey in the Philippines is an inspiring tale that
should not be forgotten. His unwavering determination, bravery, and ability to
unite different cultures set a shining example for future generations.

Today, the Russell W. Volckmann Balangiga Museum and Library stands as a
tribute to his legacy, showcasing his personal artifacts and preserving the history
of the guerrilla movement in the Philippines.

An American Hero



Though Russell W. Volckmann's name may not be as frequently mentioned as
other war heroes, his inspiring story should be celebrated. Embedded in the heart
of the Filipino jungle, Volckmann's legacy serves as a reminder that even in the
face of seemingly insurmountable challenges, the human spirit can prevail.

So, let us remember and honor the American guerrilla who risked everything to
fight for freedom and justice in the Philippines during World War II.
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This WWII combat memoir offers a rare firsthand account of the Allied guerilla
forces fighting the Japanese occupation of the Philippines.

In the Spring of 1942, US and Philippine forces lost the Battle of Bataan, leaving
control of the Bataan Peninsula and the island of Corregidor to the Japanese.
After the devastating loss, the Allied forces stationed across the Philippine
Archipelago were supposed to surrender. Yet many of them refused, escaping
into the mountains and jungles to form guerilla units. In Behind Japanese Lines
one of those brave soldiers, Ray Hunt, recounts his experiences as part of the
Allied resistance against the Japanese occupation.
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After escaping the Bataan Death March, Ray organized a troop of guerillas who
went on to make noteworthy contributions to the Filipino-American reconquest of
the Philippines. Ray’s story sheds important light on US-Filipino relations during
World War II, as well as the realities of fighting both the Imperial Japanese Army
and the Hukbalahap communist guerillas.

"Stands out for the vividness of its detail, its effort to sort fact from legend, and its
tribute to the heroism of the resistance movement, which was almost entirely
Filipino.” —Choice
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