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Moving to a new country can be daunting, but for many American immigrants, the
allure of starting a new life in Israel during the 1970s and 1980s was irresistible.
Offering a blend of ancient traditions and modern progress, Israel fascinated

those who sought adventure, a sense of belonging, or religious fulfillment. This
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article takes a closer look at the American immigrant life in Israel during these two
transformative decades and delves into the experiences, trials, and triumphs of

those who made the leap across the Atlantic Ocean.

Discovering Israel's Cultural Tapestry

Stepping off the plane onto Israeli soil was akin to entering a vibrant kaleidoscope
of cultures. Immigrants quickly discovered the beauty of Israel's diversity by
immersing themselves in the country's rich tapestry. The bustling markets, known
as "souks," were a favorite destination for American immigrants eager to haggle

over prices and indulge in the aromatic spices and delicacies that filled the

streets.
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Jewish immigrants in particular found solace and joy in connecting with their

ancestral roots. Synagogues became bustling hubs for prayer, celebrations, and
networking. Never before had American Jews experienced such a strong sense

of belonging and unity.
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Building a Life from Scratch

Starting from scratch in a foreign land meant that American immigrants had to be
resourceful and adaptable. Many set up small businesses or joined existing ones,
contributing to the country's growing economy. The entrepreneurial spirit was

palpable, with new ideas and ventures cropping up on every corner.

Education was another important aspect of life in Israel. Immigrant children were
enrolled in schools that fostered cultural sensitivity while providing quality
education. For adults, learning the Hebrew language was crucial to fully integrate
into society. Language classes became a common sight and a valuable tool for

bridging the gap between cultures.

Overcoming Challenges

Despite the allure of living in Israel, American immigrants faced numerous
challenges. Cultural differences, language barriers, and bureaucratic hurdles
tested their resilience, patience, and determination. Adapting to a new way of life

wasn't always easy, and feelings of isolation or homesickness were common.

Additionally, the geopolitical situation in the region was often volatile. American
immigrants had to navigate complex security protocols and adapt to the ongoing
conflicts. However, these challenges only strengthened their resolve to build a

better future for themselves and their families.

A Legacy of Courage and Perseverance

The 1970s and 1980s marked an important chapter in the American immigrant
experience in Israel. With courage, perseverance, and a touch of idealism, these
individuals paved the way for future generations, leaving a lasting impact on both

countries.



Today, the spirit of the American immigrant in Israel lives on through the thriving
communities and the countless success stories that continue to inspire new
immigrants. Their experiences remind us of the shared human desire for growth,

connection, and a place to call home.

The American immigrant life in Israel during the 1970s and 1980s was a tapestry
of cultural exploration, determination, and resilience. From discovering the
country's unique blend of tradition and modernity to overcoming challenges and
leaving a lasting legacy, these immigrants carved a niche for themselves in a
foreign land. Their stories inspire us to embrace change, step out of our comfort

zones, and pursue our dreams, no matter where they may take us.

Figs and Alligators: An American Immigrant’s Life
in Israel in the 1970s and 1980s

by Aaron Leibel (Kindle Edition)

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 10420 KB
N AMERICAN (MMIGRANTS 118 Text-to-Speech : Enabled
AARON LEIBEL Screen Reader : Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

Word Wise : Enabled

Print length : 135 pages

Lending : Enabled
&

<" DOWNLOAD E-BOOK B}

In the wake of the Six Day War, Aaron and Bonnie Leibel decided to emigrate to
Israel, or, as Jews call it, "make aliyah." What followed were sixteen tumultuous,
frustrating, gratifying and productive years, raising their children, living on a

Kibbutz, serving in the army and pursuing their careers. In the voice of a natural
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storyteller, Aaron Leibel shares what it's like to be a stranger in a strange land

where you expected to belong, and how, ultimately, he and his family do belong.

The Israel of the 1970s and 1980s comes alive in this balanced, personal

account.
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