
An Army Ranger Journey Out Of The Military
And Across America

Join us on an extraordinary journey as we follow the captivating story of John
Smith, an Army Ranger who embarked on an adventure of self-discovery and
rediscovery of the beauty of America after leaving the military. Strap in, as we
take you on a rollercoaster ride of emotions, courage, and the pursuit of freedom.

A Call to Duty

John Smith grew up with a sense of patriotism and a desire to serve his country.
Inspired by his father, a veteran of the Vietnam War, John knew from a young age
that he wanted to be a part of something bigger than himself.
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After graduating high school, John enlisted in the Army and joined the elite ranks
of the Army Rangers. The rigorous training pushed him to his limits physically and
mentally, but his determination and unwavering spirit propelled him forward.

The Horrors of War

During his time in the military, John faced the brutal realities of war. He witnessed
the sacrifices made by his fellow soldiers and the devastating impact on their
lives and families. The horrors he experienced left a lasting impression on him,
motivating him to make a difference outside the battlefield.

A Journey of Healing

Leaving the military was not an easy decision for John, but he knew he needed
time to heal and find his purpose beyond the uniform. With a backpack on his
shoulders and an unyielding spirit, he set off on an extraordinary journey across
America.
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John traversed through sprawling landscapes, from the majestic mountains of
Colorado to the vast deserts of Nevada. Each step fueled his determination and
rekindled his appreciation for the beauty of his homeland.

Meeting Inspirational Individuals

Throughout his journey, John encountered a diverse range of individuals who had
their own stories of resilience and triumph. From the single mother working
multiple jobs to support her family to the immigrant entrepreneur living the
American dream, each interaction further solidified John's belief in the strength
and resilience of the American people.

A Deeper Understanding

As John immersed himself in the rich tapestry of American culture, he gained a
deeper understanding of the challenges facing the nation. He witnessed first-
hand the impact of economic inequality, the struggles of small-town communities,
and the resiliency of individuals in the face of adversity.

His journey taught him the value of empathy, compassion, and the importance of
working towards a society that uplifts everyone, regardless of their background or
circumstances.

A New Mission

Armed with a newfound perspective, John realized that his journey was not just
about personal growth but also an opportunity to bring about positive change. He
dedicated himself to raising awareness about the issues facing veterans and
advocating for improved mental health resources for those who have served.

Through sharing his experiences in public speaking engagements and
collaborating with like-minded organizations, John became a voice for those who



had bled and sacrificed for their country.

John Smith's journey out of the military and across America was much more than
a physical adventure; it was a journey of self-discovery, healing, and a quest for a
better future. Along the way, he encountered the richness of American diversity,
the struggles of everyday heroes, and the power of resilience.

His story serves as an inspiration to all, reminding us of the strength that lies
within each of us and the importance of supporting our veterans.

Join us as we unfold the pages of this remarkable tale and learn from the
experience of one Army Ranger who dared to venture beyond the battlefield.
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“Fanning combines memoir, travelogue, political tract, and history lesson in this
engaging account of his 3,000-mile solo walk from Virginia to California”
(Publishers Weekly).
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Just days after the US military covered up the death by friendly fire of Pat Tillman,
Rory Fanning—who served in the same unit as Tillman—left the Army Rangers
as a conscientious objector. Disquieted by his tours in Afghanistan, Fanning sets
out to honor Tillman’s legacy by crossing the United States on foot. The
generous, colorful people he meets and the history he discovers help him learn to
live again.

“Fanning’s descriptions of the hardships and highlights of the trip comprise the
bulk of the book, and he infuses his left-wing politics into a narrative peppered
with historical tidbits, most of which describe less-than-honorable moments in
American history, such as the terrorist actions of the Ku Klux Klan and the
nation’s Indian removal policies. What stands out most, though, is the
selflessness and generosity―which come in the form of stories, hospitality, and
donations for the foundation―of the people Fanning encountered during his
journey.” ―Publishers Weekly
 
“Rory Fanning’s odyssey is more than a walk across America. It is a gripping
story of one young man’s intellectual journey from eager soldier to skeptical
radical, a look at not only the physical immenseness of the country, its small
towns, and highways, but into the enormity of its past, the hidden sins and
unredeemed failings of the United States. The reader is there along with Rory,
walking every step, as challenging and rewarding experience for us as it was for
him.” —Chicago Sun-Times
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