
An Editor's Advice for On Camera Actors

In the world of acting, being on camera can be both exciting and challenging.
Whether you are a seasoned actor or just starting out, there are certain things
that you need to keep in mind when performing in front of the camera. This article
provides valuable advice from an experienced editor who has worked closely with
on camera actors.
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Understanding the Importance of Pacing

One of the key aspects that on camera actors should focus on is their pacing.
Pacing refers to the speed at which the actor delivers their lines and performs
their actions. It is important to find the right balance between being too fast or too
slow. As an editor, I have seen many talented actors whose performances were
weakened due to inconsistent pacing. Pay attention to the context of the scene
and the emotions you want to convey, and adjust your pacing accordingly.
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The Power of Non-Verbals

While dialogue is crucial, non-verbal communication also plays a significant role
in on camera acting. Every movement, gesture, and facial expression can convey
a deeper meaning to the audience. As an actor, you need to be aware of your
body language and make sure it aligns with the emotions and intentions of your
character. When editing, I often emphasize the impact of well-executed non-
verbals, as they can enhance the overall performance and create a more
immersive experience for the viewers.
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Staying in Character

Another important tip is to stay in character even when the camera is not rolling.
Some actors tend to relax and switch off between takes, which can lead to
inconsistencies in their performance. It is crucial to maintain the mindset and
emotions of your character throughout the filming process. This not only helps in
creating a seamless flow in the final edited product but also allows you to fully
immerse yourself in the role and deliver a more authentic performance.

Avoid Overacting

While it's important to stay connected to your character, it's equally vital to avoid
overacting. Overacting can make your performance seem forced and unnatural,
leading to a lack of believability. As an actor, you should strive for authenticity and
subtlety in your portrayal. It's essential to understand the subtleties of your
character's emotions and express them genuinely. During the editing process, I
often have to cut out exaggerated reactions or expressions to maintain a
coherent and realistic performance.

Building Strong Chemistry with Co-Actors

Chemistry between actors can make or break a scene. As an editor, I have
witnessed how a lack of rapport between co-actors can affect the overall
dynamics and believability of a performance. It is crucial to establish a strong
connection with your co-actors and develop trust and understanding. Building a
strong chemistry helps in creating more genuine and compelling scenes, making
the editing process smoother and more impactful.

The Power of Versatility

Finally, versatility is a trait that can set you apart as an on camera actor. Being
able to adapt to different genres, styles, and characters broadens your



opportunities in the industry. As an editor, I value actors who can seamlessly
transition between comedic and dramatic roles, showcasing their versatility and
range. Embrace challenges and push yourself to explore diverse roles, as this will
not only enhance your acting skills but also make you more marketable to casting
directors.

As an editor who has worked closely with on camera actors, I have seen how
certain techniques and approaches can greatly enhance a performance. Pacing,
non-verbal communication, staying in character, avoiding overacting, building
strong chemistry, and embracing versatility are all essential aspects for on
camera actors to consider. By incorporating these tips into your acting repertoire,
you can elevate your performances and leave a lasting impression on the
audience. Remember, the camera captures every detail, so make every second
count!
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What steps can an actor take to avoid being cut out of a movie or TV show?
Emmy-winning editor Jordan Goldman, A.C.E. takes you inside the cutting room
and pulls back the curtain on how and why directors, showrunners, and editors
decide whether your performance makes it to the screen. He explains the key
things actors should do - and shouldn't do - to avoid getting cut out. Topics
include: what an editor does how editors evaluate your work why actors get cut
what you can control what you can't control Packed with useful, practical tips,
real-life anecdotes and examples, and illustrated with black-and-white photos.
"Whether you are just starting to break into the film and television industry, or
you're already working and want to refine your on-camera technique, "How to
Avoid the Cutting Room Floor" is a must read! I wish I’d had a book early in my
career that gave me a fraction of the insights and advice that Jordan provides
here. Grab this invaluable book by one of the television industry's most talented
and respected editors." -- Michael Chiklis
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a Magical Journey
Christmas is just around the corner, and there's no better way to get into
the holiday spirit than by embarking on a magical journey with Jasper
The Island Hopper. Join...
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