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The Early Years

Art Carney, born Arthur William Matthew Carney on November 4, 1918, in Mount

Vernon, New York, was an American actor and comedian who left an indelible
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mark on the entertainment industry. Carney's career spanned several decades,
and he was best known for his role as Ed Norton on the legendary television

sitcom "The Honeymooners."

Rise to Stardom

Carney began his career in the early 1940s as a radio actor, but it was his
collaboration with Jackie Gleason in "The Honeymooners" that catapulted him to
stardom. The chemistry between Carney and Gleason was electric, and their
comedic timing was unmatched. Carney's portrayal of Ed Norton, the lovable and

bumbling sidekick, quickly endeared him to audiences across America.
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The Honeymooners: A Comedy Classic

"The Honeymooners" aired from 1951 to 1956 and followed the lives of two
working-class couples living in a Brooklyn apartment building. Carney's portrayal
of Ed Norton alongside Gleason's Ralph Kramden remains one of the most iconic
comic duos in television history. The show's witty writing and impeccable

performances made it a timeless comedy classic.
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Transition to Film

Carney's success on television opened up new opportunities in the film industry.
In 1974, he earned widespread acclaim for his role in "Harry and Tonto," where
he portrayed an aging widower on a cross-country journey with his cat. The
performance earned Carney an Academy Award for Best Actor, cementing his

status as a versatile and talented entertainer.

Later Years and Legacy

Throughout his career, Carney continued to showcase his versatility, taking on
roles in television, film, and theater. He appeared in movies like "The Late Show"
(1977) and "The Muppets Take Manhattan" (1984). Carney's contributions to the
entertainment industry were recognized with various accolades, including a star

on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

While Art Carney passed away on November 9, 2003, his legacy lives on. In
recognition of his remarkable career, a comprehensive biography titled "Art
Carney: A Legendary Journey" was published by Applause Books. The book
delves into his personal life, his creative process, and provides an in-depth look

at the man behind the memorable characters he portrayed.

The Impact of Art Carney

Art Carney's impact on the world of entertainment cannot be overstated. His
ability to seamlessly transition from comedy to drama showcased his versatility as
an actor. Carney's comedic timing and endearing performances made him a

beloved figure in American households during the golden age of television.

Furthermore, Carney's dedication to his craft and his ability to bring characters to

life left a lasting impression on future generations of actors. His influence can still



be seen in the works of contemporary performers, who continue to study his

technique and draw inspiration from his career.

Art Carney was a true legend of the entertainment industry. His portrayal of Ed
Norton in "The Honeymooners" and his versatile performances in film and theater
have solidified his status as one of the greatest actors of his time. The publication
of "Art Carney: A Legendary Journey" by Applause Books serves as a testament

to his enduring legacy.

Carney's ability to bring laughter and joy to millions of viewers has left an indelible
mark on popular culture. His talent, wit, and dedication continue to inspire new
generations of entertainers, ensuring that his contributions to the world of art and

entertainment will never be forgotten.
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(Applause Books). "A clear and well-written portrait of a superb performer and a
wonderful human being, with emphasis on the word 'human.™ - The New York
Times Book Review He was one of the most beloved stars of television's golden
age. Together with his legendary partner Jackie Gleason, Art Carney helped

create some of the most dazzling and unforgettable comedy ever presented on
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the small screen. Carney was an agile, rubber-limbed dancer and comedian
whose sweetness and unassuming nature concealed the passion and power of a
brilliant, often underappreciated, actor. The partnership formed by Carney and
Gleason, as Brooklyn bus driver Ralph Kramden and his dim-witted pal, sewer
worker Norton, remains to this day the most powerful and memoriable comedic
union ever conceived for television. How this song-and-dance man and show
business recluse began his career, as well as the detours, lucky breaks, triumphs
and heartbreaks Carney encountered along the way, is the subject of this
fascinating, in-depth biography by author and New York Post editor Michael Seth
Starr. ART CARNEY tells the story of a complex man and an enduring television

legend who gave the world the most extraordinary gift of all: the gift of laughter.
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