
Bad Gateway - Exploring Megahex by Simon
Hanselmann

Megahex, the internationally renowned graphic novel by Simon Hanselmann,
takes readers on a mesmerizing journey through the lives of a group of lovable
yet troubled characters. This article delves into the intriguing world of Megahex by
examining its themes, characters, and artistic brilliance.
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1. The Origins of Megahex

In 2014, Simon Hanselmann released Megahex, the first collection of his ongoing
webcomic series, "Megg, Mogg, and Owl." Drawing inspiration from his own life
experiences, Hanselmann created a dark and comedic narrative that became an
instant hit among fans of alternative comics.
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1.1 Navigating the "Bad Gateway"

Megahex serves as a poignant exploration of the characters' struggles to
navigate their turbulent lives while facing their own demons. The title itself, "Bad
Gateway," offers a metaphorical representation of the hurdles our protagonists
must overcome on their path towards self-discovery.

2. An In-Depth Look at the Characters

2.1 Megg

Megg, one of the central characters in Megahex, is a young witch who grapples
with depression, substance abuse, and a lack of direction in her life. Despite her
flaws, Megg manages to evoke empathy in readers, allowing them to witness her
vulnerable and relatable journey.
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2.2 Mogg

Mogg, Megg's anthropomorphic cat roommate and love interest, adds a unique
twist to Megahex's narrative. With his sarcastic demeanor and questionable life
choices, Mogg represents the embodiment of escapism and self-destructive
behavior.
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2.3 Owl

Owl, the third member of this misfit trinity, acts as the voice of reason amidst the
chaos. Despite his own personal issues, Owl often finds himself trying to help
Megg and Mogg, showcasing the complexities of friendship and loyalty.
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3. Depicting Real-Life Struggles Through Dark Humor

Megahex's unique style blends dark humor with deep, introspective storytelling.
Through his complex characters, Simon Hanselmann manages to shed light on
real-life struggles such as addiction, mental health, and the search for identity.

4. The Artistic Brilliance of Simon Hanselmann

Hanselmann's black and white illustrations in Megahex are deceptively simple yet
incredibly expressive. The attention to detail in character design, backgrounds,
and panel composition enhances the overall reading experience, immersing
readers in the intricate world he has created.

5. Impact and Critical Reception

Megahex has received critical acclaim for its unapologetic and raw portrayal of
real-life struggles. Fans and critics alike have praised Hanselmann's ability to
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merge dark humor with introspection, showcasing the complexities of human
emotions and relationships.

6.

Megahex, the captivating graphic novel by Simon Hanselmann, shines a spotlight
on the dark corners of human existence with wit, honesty, and remarkable artistry.
Through its flawed yet endearing characters, Megahex invites readers to reflect
on their own struggles and find solace in shared experiences.
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Owl is gone, Werewolf Jones has moved in, and everything as Megg and Mogg
know it begins to fall apart. Hanselmann’s comic premise of his previous graphic
novels ― eternally stoned, slacker roommates ― stretches at the seams as his
characters reflect the psychological toll that their years of unsustainable,
determined insouciance and self-medication has inflicted.
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