
Bechtel And The Men Who Built The World

The story of Bechtel is one that intertwines with history, innovation, and immense
engineering accomplishments. From humble beginnings, Bechtel has evolved
into one of the world's largest and most respected engineering, construction, and
project management companies, contributing to the creation of iconic structures
and infrastructures that have shaped societies and economies around the globe.
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The Early Years

Bechtel Corporation was founded by Warren A. Bechtel in 1898 as a family
construction business. Over time, the company expanded and diversified its
operations, eventually becoming a critical player in the development of industries
and public works. The early projects undertaken by Bechtel involved
infrastructure development, including roads, railroads, and tunnels.
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The rise of Bechtel was marked by the involvement of its three generations of
leaders - Warren A. Bechtel, his son Stephen D. Bechtel Sr., and his grandson
Stephen D. Bechtel Jr. These visionary men spearheaded the company's growth
and established a reputation for delivering complex projects on time and within
budget.

Engineering Marvels and Global Impact

Bechtel's legacy includes an impressive portfolio of engineering marvels that
have transformed cities and nations. One notable project is the Hoover Dam, a
monumental feat of engineering that continues to provide electricity and water
supply to millions of people in the southwestern United States. Bechtel's
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expertise in building large-scale infrastructure projects was also instrumental in
the construction of the Channel Tunnel, linking England and France.

Another iconic project is the Riyadh Metro in Saudi Arabia, which represents one
of the largest urban rail transportation developments in the world. Bechtel's
involvement in this ambitious project showcases their ability to handle complex
ventures in challenging environments, contributing to the growth and prosperity of
nations.

Commitment to Safety and Sustainability

As Bechtel expanded its operations globally, the company recognized the
importance of prioritizing safety and sustainability. They developed innovative
technologies and processes to enhance worker safety and minimize
environmental impact. Bechtel is committed to delivering projects that not only
meet the highest quality standards but also contribute to the long-term well-being
of communities and the preservation of the environment.

Global Reach and Future Vision

With a presence in more than 160 countries, Bechtel has become a truly global
company. They are involved in a wide array of sectors, including energy,
transportation, communications, mining, and water. Their projects span
continents and cultures, leaving a lasting impact on the societies they touch.

Looking ahead, Bechtel continues to embrace technological advancements,
including digital transformation, artificial intelligence, and renewable energy
solutions. They understand the importance of adapting and evolving to meet the
changing needs of the world. Bechtel remains committed to pushing the
boundaries of engineering and construction, leaving behind a legacy that future
generations can admire and build upon.



In

Bechtel and the men who built the world have left an indelible mark on the global
landscape. Their visionary leadership, unwavering commitment to excellence,
and pursuit of groundbreaking projects have shaped the course of history and
propelled societies towards progress. As Bechtel continues its journey, its legacy
serves as a reminder of the immense potential of human ingenuity and the power
of engineering to transform the world.

The Profiteers: Bechtel and the Men Who Built the
World by Sally Denton (Kindle Edition)

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 19250 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 464 pages

From the bestselling coauthor of The Money and the Power, the “compelling
corporate history” (The National Book Review) and inside story of the Bechtel
family and the empire they’ve controlled since the construction of the Hoover
Dam.

The tale of the Bechtel family dynasty is a classic American business story. It
begins with Warren A. “Dad” Bechtel, who led a consortium that constructed the
Hoover Dam. They would go on to “build the world,” from the construction of
airports in Hong Kong and Doha, to pipelines and tunnels in Alaska and Europe,
to mining and energy operations around the globe. In their century-long quest,
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five generations of Bechtel men have harnessed and distributed much of the
planet’s natural resources, including solar geothermal power. Bechtel is now one
of the largest privately held corporations in the world.

The Bechtel Group has eclipsed its few rivals, with developments in emerging
and third world nations that include secret military installations and defense
projects; underground bunkers in Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan; oil pipelines and
entire cities in the Middle East; palaces for Arab rulers, such as the Saudi Royal
Family; and chemical plants for Arab dictators.

Like all stories of empire building, the rise of Bechtel—one of the first mega
companies to emerge in the American West—presents a complex and riveting
narrative. Veiled in obsessive secrecy, Bechtel has had closer ties to the US
government than any other private corporation in modern memory. “Riveting and
revealing” (Kirkus Reviews), The Profiteers is one of the biggest business and
political stories of our time.
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