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When it comes to influential figures in American history, Harriet Tubman is often
one of the first names that come to mind. Her heroic efforts as a conductor for the
Underground Railroad and her fight for the liberation of enslaved African
Americans are widely recognized and celebrated. However, there is another side
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to her story that often goes untold – a side that showcases her strength,
resilience, and multiple roles. This lesser-known narrative is beautifully depicted
in the book "Before She Was Harriet," which was honored with the Coretta Scott
King Illustrator Honor Book award.

Exploring the Multifaceted Life of Harriet Tubman

"Before She Was Harriet" is a stunningly illustrated children's book written by
Lesa Cline-Ransome and illustrated by James E. Ransome. Through powerful
words and captivating images, the book takes readers on a journey through
various moments in Harriet Tubman's life, revealing the many identities she
adopted and the roles she played before becoming the iconic figure we know
today.
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Each page of "Before She Was Harriet" unveils different aspects of Tubman's life,
highlighting her experiences as a suffragist, a Union spy during the American Civil
War, and an enslaved person. It tells the story of how she was a suffragist long
before the term even existed, fighting for women's rights and equal
representation.

The Artistry of Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Books
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The Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book award, given annually by the
American Library Association, celebrates outstanding African American illustrators
and their contributions to children's literature. The illustrations in "Before She Was
Harriet" by James E. Ransome undoubtedly captivate readers of all ages.
Ransome's use of color, texture, and perspective creates a visual narrative that
complements the text and brings Harriet Tubman's story to life.

The book's illustrations are not only visually stunning but also serve as an
educational tool, allowing young readers to immerse themselves in the different
time periods and environments depicted. Ransome's attention to detail and his
ability to convey emotion through his artwork help children develop a deeper
understanding of Tubman's struggles and accomplishments.

Preserving an Important Legacy

Telling stories that highlight the contributions of African Americans to American
history is crucial for preserving their legacy and ensuring that their achievements
are not forgotten. "Before She Was Harriet" does exactly that by shedding light on
the lesser-known aspects of Harriet Tubman's life and demonstrating the power
of art and words in teaching history to children. By recognizing this book as a
Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book, the American Library Association
acknowledges its significance in preserving and celebrating Tubman's remarkable
legacy.

Furthermore, "Before She Was Harriet" provides a valuable opportunity for young
readers to explore the concept of multiple identities and the importance of
recognizing the diverse roles that historical figures played. It helps children
understand that individuals, like Harriet Tubman, were not limited to a single
identity, but rather embraced various roles that shaped their lives and impacted
their communities.



Celebrating a Powerful Story

"Before She Was Harriet" is a book that both educates and inspires readers of all
ages. Its engaging narrative, combined with breathtaking illustrations, creates a
truly immersive experience. This Coretta Scott King Illustrator Honor Book serves
as a reminder of the lasting impact that one person can have and encourages
readers to explore the untold stories of other remarkable individuals who shaped
our history.

So, immerse yourself in the multifaceted life of Harriet Tubman with "Before She
Was Harriet," and embark on a journey that will leave you inspired and
enlightened. Discover the power of storytelling, art, and recognition as Lesa
Cline-Ransome and James E. Ransome beautifully depict the life of a woman
who paved the way for change, making her mark in history as a suffragist, spy,
and so much more.
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Who was Harriet Tubman before she was Harriet?

We know her today as Harriet Tubman, but in her lifetime she was called by many
names. As General Tubman she was a Union spy. As Moses she led hundreds to
freedom on the Underground Railroad. As Minty she was a slave whose spirit
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could not be broken. As Araminta she was a young girl whose father showed her
the stars and the first steps on the path to freedom.

An evocative poem and stunning watercolors come together to honor a woman of
humble origins whose courage and compassion make her a larger than life hero.

A lush and lyrical biography of Harriet Tubman, written in verse and illustrated by
James Ransome, winner of the Coretta Scott King medal for The Creation.
A Junior Library Guild SelectionA Coretta Scott King Honor Book
A Christopher Award winner
A Jane Addams Children's Honor Book
A Booklist "Top of the List" selection  
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