Boston All Time Great Hockey Players And
Coaches

The city of Boston has a rich tradition in hockey, producing some of the greatest
players and coaches the sport has ever seen. Over the years, these individuals

have not only achieved incredible success on the ice but have also left a lasting

legacy in the hearts of Boston sports fans. In this article, we will explore some of
Boston's all-time great hockey players and coaches, highlighting their

achievements and contributions to the game.

The Legends of Boston Hockey

1. Bobby Orr - Known as one of the greatest defensemen to ever play the game,
Bobby Orr revolutionized the position with his speed, offensive skills, and ability
to control the game. He played for the Boston Bruins from 1966 to 1976, winning
two Stanley Cups and numerous individual awards. Orr's famous flying goal to

win the 1970 Stanley Cup has become an iconic moment in hockey history.

2. Phil Esposito - A prolific goal scorer, Phil Esposito played for the Boston Bruins
from 1967 to 1975. During his time with the Bruins, he set numerous scoring
records and won two Stanley Cups. Esposito's scoring prowess and dominance
in front of the net made him a fan favorite in Boston and solidified his place as

one of the greatest Bruins of all time.
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3. Ray Bourque - Considered one of the best defensemen in NHL history, Ray
Bourque spent the majority of his career with the Boston Bruins from 1979 to
2000. Bourque's leadership, offensive skills, and dedication to the game earned
him numerous individual accolades. Although he didn't win a Stanley Cup with the
Bruins, he captured the hearts of Boston fans with his commitment and loyalty to

the team.

4. Cam Neely - Known for his scoring ability and physical play, Cam Neely was a
force to be reckoned with during his time with the Bruins from 1986 to 1996.
Despite injuries shortening his career, Neely's impact on the game was
significant. He scored over 50 goals in three consecutive seasons and served as
the team's president after retiring as a player, further contributing to the

organization's success.

5. Zdeno Chara - The tallest player ever to play in the NHL, Zdeno Chara was a
key part of the Boston Bruins' success during his tenure from 2006 to 2020.
Known for his defensive skills and leadership qualities, Chara captained the team
to a Stanley Cup victory in 2011. His longevity and dedication to the Bruins made

him a beloved figure among fans and players alike.
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The Coaching Icons

1. Don Cherry - Although not a Boston native, Don Cherry had a significant

impact on the city's hockey culture during his time as the head coach of the
Boston Bruins from 1974 to 1979. Known for his flamboyant personality and
tough coaching style, Cherry led the Bruins to two Stanley Cup Final

appearances and instilled a sense of toughness and grit in his teams.

2. Claude Julien - Serving as the head coach of the Boston Bruins from 2007 to
2017, Claude Julien led the team to their first Stanley Cup victory in 39 years in
2011. Known for his emphasis on defense and disciplined play, Julien guided the
Bruins to numerous playoff runs and instilled a winning culture within the

organization.

3. Bruce Cassidy - Taking over as the head coach of the Boston Bruins in 2017,
Bruce Cassidy has continued the team's success, reaching the Stanley Cup Final
in 2019. Known for his ability to adapt his coaching style and generate offensive
firepower, Cassidy has become a respected figure in Boston and has kept the

team competitive in a highly challenging league.

The Legacy of Greatness

The contributions of these players and coaches have cemented Boston's place in
hockey history. Their skill, dedication, and passion for the game have left a lasting
impact on both the franchise and the city itself. The success of Boston's hockey
teams throughout the years is a testament to the greatness that has graced the

city's ice.

As the years go by, new players and coaches will undoubtedly add to the legacy

of Boston hockey. However, the names mentioned above will forever be



remembered as some of the all-time greats who shaped the game and brought

joy to the city's passionate fans.
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Among the "Original Six" National Hockey League clubs to survive the Great
Depression, the Boston Bruins have a vibrant history. Entering the 2019-2020
campaign, the team ranked fourth all-time, with six Stanley Cup championships.
Some of the most gifted players in NHL history have skated for the Bruins over
the years. This detailed survey tells the individual stories of the players and
coaches, past and present, who have helped make the Bruins perennial

contenders for close to a century.
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