
Charles Tupper: The Warhorse Prime Minister
of Canada

When it comes to the history of Canada's prime ministers, one figure stands out
as a true warhorse: Sir Charles Tupper. With a career spanning decades and
filled with notable achievements, Tupper's impact on Canadian politics cannot be
overstated. From his instrumental role in shaping key policies to his unwavering
dedication to public service, Tupper remains an iconic and influential figure in
Canadian history.
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Early Life and Political Beginnings

Born on July 2, 1821, in Amherst, Nova Scotia, Charles Tupper grew up in a
politically engaged family. His father and grandfather were both politicians, which
ignited Tupper's interest in public service from an early age. He pursued his
higher education at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, where he studied
medicine and established a strong foundation for his future career.
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Upon returning to Canada in 1843, Tupper settled in Nova Scotia and began his
medical practice. However, politics beckoned him, and he soon found himself
venturing into the political arena. He quickly made a name for himself as an
eloquent and persuasive speaker, championing conservative ideals and
advocating for the interests of Nova Scotia.

The Father of Confederation

Tupper's political career reached new heights as he became one of the key
figures behind the creation of the Dominion of Canada. As a delegate at the
Charlottetown and Quebec Conferences of 1864, he played a crucial role in
advocating for the union of the British North American colonies. His passionate
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speeches and diplomatic skills helped convince others of the benefits of
unification.

Following the success of the conferences, Tupper remained committed to the
cause and actively promoted Confederation across Canada. His unwavering
determination paid off, and on July 1, 1867, the Dominion of Canada was officially
established. Tupper's contribution earned him the well-deserved title of "Father of
Confederation."

A Career Filled with Achievements



Even beyond his immense role in Confederation, Tupper's political career was
filled with a series of achievements. Throughout the 1870s and 1880s, he served
as Canada's Minister of Public Works and Railways, leaving a lasting impact on
the country's infrastructure development. He oversaw the expansion of railways,
construction of bridges, and the modernization of public services, playing a vital
role in shaping Canada's growing economy.
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In 1896, after years of perseverance, Tupper finally became Canada's sixth prime
minister. However, his tenure was marked by political challenges, including
economic downturns and internal disputes. Despite these obstacles, Tupper
remained steadfast in his commitment to serve the nation.

Unyielding Dedication to Public Service

Throughout his life, Tupper exhibited an unwavering dedication to public service,
consistently putting the interests of Canada and its citizens above all else.
Despite facing electoral defeat and political uncertainties, Tupper chose to remain
active in politics until the very end. This commitment was evident even when he
ran for re-election in 1900, a campaign he fought at the ripe age of 79.

Charles Tupper's love for Canada was matched only by his passion for maritime
history. In 1907, he published his memoirs, "Recollections of Sixty Years in
Canada," wherein he shared his experiences and insights on the country's
political landscape. He continued to engage in public life until his passing on
October 30, 1915, leaving a lasting legacy behind.

A Legacy Remembered

Charles Tupper's impact on Canadian politics and Confederation cannot be
understated. His skills as a diplomat, politician, and visionary helped shape
Canada into the nation we see today. While his time as prime minister may have
been short-lived, his contributions continue to reverberate throughout Canadian
society.

As we remember the warhorse prime minister, it is important to reflect on the
values that Charles Tupper embodied: dedication, perseverance, and an
unwavering commitment to public service. His legacy serves as an inspiration for



future generations of politicians and leaders who aim to make a significant impact
on the history of Canada.
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Not the worst prime minister of Canada, but not by much, Tupper held office for
only ten weeks during an election before reluctantly conceding he lost. As a
member of Parliament he always kept his doctor's bag under his desk, and
Parliament kept two bars open while in session.

 

There's a famous Canadian painting of the Fathers of Confederation, with John A.
Macdonald at the centre of the assembly. But who is the man on the right of the
painting, at the focus of their attention? That man in his mutton-chop sideburns is
Dr Charles Tupper.

 

Queen Victoria granted him a knighthood for his role in bringing together the
Confederation of Canada. He kept Confederation together when his home
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province of Nova Scotia voted to leave and when Red River voted to join as a
new province. Sir Charles Tupper became the sixth prime minister of Canada, but
only after his party exhausted all alternatives. At 69 days, his term in office is the
shortest yet for any Canadian prime minister. Yet his influence was far greater
than that brief term, including policies that were disastrous for First Nations
peoples in the Western provinces.

 

Doublejoy Books is proud to present the second in a series called Prime Ministers
of Canada. This series of biographies brings together details of the lives of
Canada's prime ministers from Confederation through to the twenty-first century.
Look to books in this series for a focus on elements and details that are glossed
over in most commentaries on these political figures.

 

On the book series Prime Ministers of Canada:

To know our Prime Ministers is to take some pride in the eclectic collection of
individuals and stories that make up our history. Whatever our politics, whatever
one may think of individual PMs and their decisions, one recognizes that they are
a mirror to their times, a reflection of who we were and where we come from.
Those who do not know our history are doomed to believe it boring; those who do
know, gain the bragging rights that come from having great and colourful
ancestors. 

– Dr. Robert Runté 
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