
China's First Emperor And His Terracotta
Warriors: The Mysterious Army That Guarded
An Empire

China's rich history is dotted with remarkable figures who have left an indelible
mark on the world. Among them, China's First Emperor holds a unique place. His
reign, spanning from 221 BCE to 210 BCE, ushered in a new era of imperial rule
and left behind a legacy that still fascinates scholars and visitors alike. At the
heart of this legacy stands the awe-inspiring Terracotta Army, an astonishing
collection of life-size clay soldiers that guarded the First Emperor in the afterlife.

Unearthing The Mystery
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The discovery of the Terracotta Warriors in the 1970s brought this ancient marvel
into the limelight. Located near the city of Xi'an in China's Shaanxi province, the
tomb complex of China's First Emperor was accidentally unearthed by local
farmers digging a well. Little did they know that their humble excavation would
reveal one of the most significant archaeological finds of the 20th century.
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The subterranean army, consisting of thousands of meticulously crafted clay
soldiers, chariots, and horses, astounded the world with its immense scale and
attention to detail. Each warrior possesses unique facial features, hairstyles, and
clothing, providing valuable insights into the military fashion and cultural diversity
of ancient China.

The Emperor's Eternal Protectors

Chinese historians believe that the Terracotta Army served a sacred purpose – to
protect the First Emperor in his afterlife. Emperor Qin Shi Huang, the man behind
this formidable army, believed that he would continue his reign after death. To
ensure his eternal safety, he commissioned the creation of an army that mirrored
the real, living one.
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The intricacies of the Terracotta Warriors' production are astounding. Each soldier
was individually handcrafted, featuring movable limbs and realistic weapons. The
level of skill and craftsmanship displayed in each sculpture attests to the
advanced techniques and artistic finesse of ancient Chinese artisans.

Guardians of the Netherworld

It is estimated that over 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots, and 520 horses were buried
in the massive underground mausoleum complex. This arrangement closely
mimics the hierarchical structure of an army, with officers, charioteers, infantry,
and archers meticulously positioned for maximum efficiency and protection.

The attention to detail exhibited in the Terracotta Army suggests a sophisticated
understanding of military tactics. Historical records reveal that warfare played an
integral part in ancient China, and the Emperor sought to ensure his empire's
military superiority even in the afterlife.

Preserving the Past

The preservation of the Terracotta Warriors, considering their age and fragility,
poses a significant challenge. Upon their discovery, archaeologists faced the task
of preventing the warriors from deteriorating due to exposure to air and light.
Initially, this proved difficult, as time had taken its toll on the figures, leading to
cracking and peeling.

However, massive conservation efforts have been undertaken to restore and
safeguard these remarkable artifacts. Sophisticated techniques, such as
controlling the humidity and temperature in the exhibition halls, have been
implemented to ensure their long-term preservation. Visitors can now witness the
magnificence of the Terracotta Army up close, marveling at the skills of ancient



craftsmen while pondering the mysteries of both the Emperor's reign and the
afterlife.

A Lasting Legacy

China's First Emperor and his Terracotta Warriors continue to captivate the
imagination of people worldwide. The significance of this archaeological wonder
cannot be overstated. Not only does it shed light on an extraordinary period in
China's history, but it also stands as a testament to the remarkable achievements
of ancient civilizations.

In the presence of the Terracotta Army, one cannot help but feel a sense of awe
and reverence for the past. As visitors gaze upon the meticulously arranged
soldiers, they are transported back in time, gaining a deeper understanding of the
might and grandeur that once belonged to the First Emperor of China.
Discovering this mystical army is a journey that showcases the marvels of human
ingenuity and the enduring legacy of a remarkable ruler.
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Unifier or destroyer, law-maker or tyrant? China's First Emperor (258-210 BC)
has been the subject of debate for over 2,000 years. He gave us the name by
which China is known in the West and, by his unification or elimination of six
states, he created imperial China. He stressed the rule of law but suppressed all
opposition, burning books and burying scholars alive. His military achievements
are reflected in the astonishing terracotta soldiers—a veritable buried army—that
surround his tomb, and his Great Wall still fascinates the world.

Despite his achievements, however, the First Emperor has been vilified since his
death. China's First Emperor and His Terracotta Warriors describes his life and
times and reflects the historical arguments over the real founder of China and one
of the most important men in Chinese history.
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