
Cocktail Companion To 1920s Paris: Unveiling
the Glamour and Mystique of Jazz Age Drinks
Step into the time machine and be transported to the roaring 1920s in Paris, a
city that oozed with glamour, elegance, and a vibrant nightlife that rocked the
world. Amidst the explosion of art, literature, and music, a new era of cocktail
culture was born, forever leaving its mark on the history of mixology.

The Prohibition era in the United States forced many talented bartenders and
cocktail enthusiasts to seek refuge in Europe, specifically Paris, where alcohol
flowed freely, and creativity found its playground. As the City of Light embraced
this influx of new talents, it became the hub for innovative cocktail recipes that
have stood the test of time.

Unmasking the Jazz Age Mixology Masters

Parisian bars and cafes became the stomping grounds for the likes of Ernest
Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Josephine Baker, and Gertrude Stein, who would
often gather to enjoy the electrifying energy that surrounded the creation of these
newfound libations. The bartenders of the era, often referred to as "mixology
masters," blended together an array of exotic ingredients, revitalizing classic
recipes, and concocting their own original secret potions.
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One of the most iconic cocktails of the era was the "Mint Julep." Originally hailing
from the American South, this bourbon-based drink gained popularity in Paris due
to its refreshing and aromatic nature. Served over crushed ice, with a sprig of
mint delicately placed on top, the Mint Julep became synonymous with the
carefree spirit of the jazz age.

An equally famous cocktail that became a staple of Parisian nights was the
"Negroni." A perfect balance of bitter Campari, herbaceous vermouth, and the
robust kick of gin, the Negroni was often sipped by artists and intellectuals deep
in conversation at the city's vibrant cafes. Its rich crimson hue matched the
seductive atmosphere of the period perfectly.

The "Sidecar" emerged as another beloved Parisian classic during the 1920s.
Cognac, Cointreau, and lemon juice danced harmoniously in a glass, capturing
the essence of the city's distinctive style. The Sidecar reigned supreme in the
fashionable circles of Paris, with its smooth and citrusy taste becoming
synonymous with effortless elegance.

Rediscovering Forgotten Recipes

The 1920s cocktail movement was not bound by traditional boundaries or
formulas. It encouraged bartenders to embrace their creative instincts and
experiment with different combinations, flavor profiles, and presentation styles.
This environment gave birth to a myriad of forgotten cocktail recipes which have
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since been resurrected by mixologists seeking to pay homage to the golden age
of mixology.

The "Bijou" is one such forgotten gem, whose recipe was rediscovered in the
depths of dusty old cocktail books. Gin, sweet vermouth, and Chartreuse blend
together to form a cocktail that perfectly encapsulates the refined sophistication of
1920s Paris. The Bijou's allure lies in its vibrant green color, reminiscent of the
bohemian spirit that flowed through the veins of the city during that era.

For those seeking a more adventurous and exotic drink, the "Corpse Reviver No.
2" is sure to transport you back to the bustling bars of Paris. Composed of gin,
lemon juice, Lillet, Cointreau, and a dash of absinthe, this cocktail delivers a
refreshing and potent experience that lingers on the palate long after the sip. It
was, and still remains, the perfect elixir to revive the soul after a long night of
revelry.

Embarking on Your Own Jazz Age Mixology Adventure

Now that you've glimpsed the glamorous world of 1920s Parisian cocktails, it's
time to unleash your inner mixologist and recreate these jazz age delights within
the comfort of your own home. Embrace your creativity and experiment with
different ingredients, glassware, garnishes, and presentations to truly capture the
spirit of the era. Whether hosting a themed party or simply enjoying a drink to
transport yourself back in time, the allure of these cocktails will never fail to
mesmerize.

To guide you on this fascinating journey through history, we have compiled a
Cocktail Companion To 1920s Paris, a treasure trove of classic and forgotten
recipes that will both delight and amaze. We invite you to raise a glass and



immerse yourself in the magic of the jazz age, where every sip evokes the spirit
of an era that forever shaped the world of mixology.

1920s Paris was a time of unbridled creativity, cultural revolution, and
unparalleled glamour. The cocktails that emerged during this period were more
than just libations; they were a symbol of the audacious spirit that thrived in the
heart of the city. Exploring the artistry of mixology during this time is like stepping
into a time machine, where every sip takes you closer to the vibrant energy and
untamed allure of the jazz age. So, channel your inner flapper, don your finest
attire, and let the Cocktail Companion To 1920s Paris be your guide on this
enchanting journey.
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A history of the Lost Generation in 1920s Paris told through the lens of the
cocktails they loved

In the Prohibition era, American cocktail enthusiasts flocked to the one place that
would have them--Paris. In this sweeping look at the City of Light, cocktail
historian Philip Greene follows the notable American ex-pats who made
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themselves at home in Parisian cafes and bars, from Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, and Gertrude Stein to Picasso, Coco Chanel, Cole Porter, and many
more.

A Drinkable Feast reveals the history of more than 50 cocktails: who was imbibing
them, where they were made popular, and how to make them yourself from the
original recipes of nearly a century ago. Filled with anecdotes and photos of the
major players of the day, you'll feel as if you were there yourself, walking down
the boulevards with the Lost Generation.
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