
Commando Boer Journal: Unveiling the
Untold Stories of the Boer War
The Boer War, also known as the South African War, was a significant conflict
that took place between 1899 and 1902 in South Africa. It saw the clash between
the British Empire and the Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State.
While many historical accounts focus on the British military and strategies, the
Commando Boer Journal sheds light on the courageous Boer fighters who
resisted foreign rule. This journal offers a unique perspective on the war,
providing a valuable resource for those seeking to understand the true complexity
of this historic event.

The Boer War: A Brief Overview

The Boer War was driven by complex factors such as political tensions, gold-rich
land disputes, and the resistance of the Boer republics against British
imperialism. The British Empire sought to expand its influence in South Africa,
leading to conflicts with the independent Boer republics.

The superior numbers and firepower of British forces initially overwhelmed the
Boer armies, forcing them into a guerrilla warfare strategy known as
"commando." The Boer commandos utilized their superior knowledge of the local
terrain and excellent marksmanship to resist the British occupation.
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The Commando Boer Journal: A Rediscovered Gem

While the stories of the British forces dominate historical accounts, the
Commando Boer Journal brings to light the experiences and strategies employed
by the Boer fighters. It provides an invaluable perspective on the war from the
viewpoint of those who put their lives on the line for their independence.

The journal consists of eye-witness accounts, personal anecdotes, and tactical
insights that have remained untold for over a century. It offers readers a deeper
understanding of the challenges faced by the Boer fighters and the impact their
resistance made on the course of the war.

Unveiling the Untold Stories

The Commando Boer Journal delves into various aspects of the war, presenting a
comprehensive collection of narratives that depict the harsh realities faced by the
Boer fighters. From intense battles and skirmishes to gripping tales of survival
and camaraderie, this journal reveals the human side of the conflict.

One of the remarkable stories found within the journal is that of Commandant
Hendrik Prinsloo, a Boer leader known for his exceptional strategies and bravery.
Prinsloo's detailed accounts provide rare insights into the tactical decisions and
challenges faced by the Boer commandos.
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The journal also highlights the role of Boer women during the war. Many women
supported the commandos by providing supplies, nursing the wounded, and
serving as messengers. Their stories of sacrifice and resilience often go
unnoticed, making the Commando Boer Journal an important historical source
shedding light on their contribution.

The Legacy of the Commando Boer Journal

The Commando Boer Journal serves as a valuable resource, contributing to the
preservation of the Boer war history. It dispels myths and misconceptions
surrounding the conflict, presenting an accurate account of the Boer struggle for
independence and their defiance against the British Empire.

Researchers, historians, and enthusiasts alike can extract vital information from
the journal's meticulous documentation of battles, troop movements, and the
Boer perspective on military strategies.

The Commando Boer Journal is a captivating piece of history that enables us to
uncover the untold stories of the Boer War. Through its eye-witness accounts and
personal anecdotes, it offers a unique perspective on the conflict from the
viewpoint of the Boer fighters.

With its valuable insights into the experiences and strategies employed by the
Boer commandos, the Commando Boer Journal serves as an essential resource
for anyone seeking to delve deeper into the Boer War and the lasting impact it
had on South African history.
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Victrix causa diis placuit sed victa Catoni Commando has for many years been
regarded as one of the best narratives of war and adventure in the English
language. While still in his teens Deneys Reitz served in the Boer forces during
the South African War and, after fighting to the bitter end, chose exile in
Madagascar rather than life under the British flag. It was during those years of
banishment that he set down, while it was still vivid in his memory, this record of
battle and guerrilla warfare. The word ‘commando’ has been made familiar to us,
these last few years, by the exploits of those picked men who harried the enemy
by many spectacular and desperate stratagems in the Second World War. It was
originally, of course, the Boer word used for those mobile columns of fighting men
which, despite their inferiority in numbers and supplies, held out and hit back so
vigorously against the British in South Africa. This chronicle of forced marches,
ambuscades, night attacks and narrow escapes shows why the Boer resistance
took so long to crack. Fritz learned the craft of the guerrilla under such masters
as Botha, De la Rey and Smuts, and from Smuts he learned, too, in due course
the arts of peace, for it was Smuts who persuaded Reitz to return to South Africa
and help in building the young Dominion. In that capacity Reitz showed the same
qualities of wisdom, courage and leadership which he had developed as a
fighting man, and he crowned a brilliant career of public service to the Union of
South Africa by becoming its High Commissioner in London. He has related these
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chapters of his life in such later books as ‘Trekking On’ and ‘No Outspan’-but
‘Commando’, written in his early twenties, remains his master-piece and has won
its place as a classic of adventure. 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