
Conservationist Planner And Creator Of The
Appalachian Trail Creating The North
When it comes to preserving the natural beauty of our planet, few people have
had as significant an impact as Benton MacKaye. MacKaye was a conservationist
and planner who is best known for his role in creating the famous Appalachian
Trail in the United States. However, his influence extends far beyond just one
trail. In fact, MacKaye also played a crucial role in the creation of a lesser-known
but equally impressive project - the North!

The North is a conservation effort that aims to protect and preserve the vast
wilderness of the northern regions of the United States and Canada. Just like the
Appalachian Trail, this ambitious undertaking was envisioned and brought to life
by Benton MacKaye.

Who was Benton MacKaye?

Benton MacKaye was born on March 6, 1879, in Stamford, Connecticut. He
earned a degree in Forestry from Harvard University in 1900 and became a
prominent figure in the field of regional planning. MacKaye firmly believed in the
importance of maintaining a healthy balance between human development and
environmental conservation.
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In the 1920s, MacKaye proposed the idea of a long-distance hiking trail that
would span the entire Appalachian Mountain Range, from Georgia to Maine. This
was a radical concept at the time, and many people dismissed it as impractical.
Nevertheless, MacKaye persisted, and in 1937, the Appalachian Trail was
officially opened to the public.

The Appalachian Trail

The Appalachian Trail instantly became a mecca for outdoor enthusiasts, nature
lovers, and hikers around the world. Spanning over 2,180 miles (3,510
kilometers) from Springer Mountain in Georgia to Mount Katahdin in Maine, the
trail winds through the stunning landscapes of 14 states, showcasing some of the
most breathtaking views North America has to offer.

Thanks to Benton MacKaye's vision and unrelenting determination, the
Appalachian Trail not only became a recreational treasure but also played a vital
role in raising awareness about the importance of conservation. Today, it is a
symbol of environmental stewardship and a testament to the power of one
person's passion to create significant change.

The Creation of the North

Building on the success of the Appalachian Trail, Benton MacKaye turned his
attention to the untouched wilderness of the northern regions of the United States
and Canada. Inspired by the notion of preserving these vast and ecologically
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important areas, MacKaye envisioned the creation of a conservation effort that
would connect the various natural habitats in the North.

His plan included the establishment of a network of protected areas, wildlife
corridors, and sustainable development practices. The aim was to ensure that
future generations could experience the awe-inspiring beauty of the northern
wilderness while also promoting responsible land use and environmental
stewardship.

Legacy and Impact

Although the complete realization of MacKaye's vision for the North is still a work
in progress, his ideas and contributions have laid the foundation for numerous
conservation efforts across North America. Today, organizations such as the
Northern Forest Center and the Northern Appalachian Council continue to work
tirelessly to protect and promote sustainable use of the northern landscapes.

MacKaye's legacy as a conservationist and planner is not confined to the trails he
helped create or the protected areas he envisioned. His passion for preserving
the natural world lives on through the countless individuals he inspired, who
continue to fight for the protection of our environment.

Benton MacKaye's drive to protect and preserve the natural beauty of our planet
led him to create not only the iconic Appalachian Trail but also the ambitious and
awe-inspiring project known as the North. Through these endeavors, MacKaye
cemented his legacy as a conservationist, planner, and visionary whose impact is
felt to this day.

As we continue to face environmental challenges, it is crucial to remember the
importance of individuals like Benton MacKaye. Their dedication serves as a



reminder that one person can indeed make a significant difference when it comes
to the protection of our planet and the conservation of its natural wonders.
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The life of the visionary conservationist who created the Appalachian Trail is
chronicled in this “first-rate biography of a unique American thinker” (Mark
Harvey, Journal of American History).
 
Born in 1879, Wilderness Society cofounder Benton MacKaye was a pioneer in
linking the concepts of preservation and recreation. Spanning three-quarters of a
century, his career had a major impact on emerging movements in conservation,
environmentalism, and regional planning. MacKaye's seminal ideas on outdoor
recreation, wilderness protection, land-use planning, community development,
and transportation have inspired generations of activists, professionals, and
adventurers seeking to strike a harmonious balance between human need and
the natural environment.
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This pathbreaking biography provides the first complete portrait of this significant
figure in American environmental, intellectual, and cultural history. Drawing on
extensive research, Larry Anderson traces MacKaye's extensive career,
examines his many published works, and describes the importance of MacKaye's
relationships with such influential figures as Lewis Mumford, Aldo Leopold, and
Walter Lippmann.
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