
Copsford Walter Murray: A Fascinating
Journey of an English Clergyman and
Environmentalist
Discover the incredible life of Copsford Walter Murray, a man who left a lasting
impact on the environment and spirituality.

The Early Life of Copsford Walter Murray

Copsford Walter Murray, born on February 3, 1910, in Oxford, England, was an
influential figure in the fields of environmentalism and spirituality during the 20th
century. His life's journey took him from being a clergyman to a passionate
advocate for nature and the preservation of the English countryside.

From the Church to the Forest

Murray started his career as a clergyman in the Church of England. However, his
deep connection with nature led him to seek something beyond the confines of
the traditional religious institution. In the early 1950s, he decided to leave his
pulpit and retreat to Copsford, a small cottage in the heart of the Sussex
countryside.
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The Copsford Chronicles

Copsford became Murray's sanctuary, and there he embarked on a remarkable
journey of self-discovery and exploration of the natural world. He documented his
experiences and observations in a series of captivating journals known as the
"Copsford Chronicles". The Chronicles not only displayed his profound love for
nature but also revealed his keen insight into the ecological challenges faced by
the British landscape.

Environmental Activism and Legacy

Murray's time in Copsford transformed him into an environmental activist who
dedicated his life to the preservation of the English countryside. Through his
writings and lectures, he raised awareness about the importance of sustainable
living and the necessity of protecting biodiversity.

The Spiritual Connection with Nature

For Murray, nature was not only a physical entity but also a spiritual one. He
believed that the interconnectedness of all living things held profound wisdom
and meaning. His writings often reflected his deep spirituality and the messages
he derived from the natural world.

Copsford: A Literary Masterpiece

Published posthumously in 1948, Copsford: A Druid Life on the Downs is
Murray's most renowned work. The book offers a unique perspective on the
intersection of spirituality and environmentalism. It delves into Murray's personal
journey, his observations of the land, and his philosophical reflections on the
value of connection with nature.
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Remembering Copsford Walter Murray

Copsford Walter Murray passed away on May 13, 1966, but his legacy continues
to inspire and influence generations of environmentalists, naturalists, and spiritual
seekers. His works serve as a poignant reminder of the transformative power of
nature and the importance of preserving our natural heritage.

Keywords: Copsford Walter Murray, environmentalist, sustainable living, English
countryside, natural heritage, spiritual connection, Copsford Chronicles, nature
preservation
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In 1920 a young man, Walter Murray, spent a year in a derelict cottage, Copsford,
working in lonely countryside among the wild animals and birds, with only a dog,
Floss, for companionship. From the beginning, Murray has to fight not only the
rats that infest his inhospitable house, and the elements outside, but also a
loneliness that he finds soul-shatteringly oppressive.

But Murray comes to delight in his simple life, despite its deprivations. Above all,
he appreciates the wildlife he experiences in meadow and woodland, the animals
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and insects, birds and butterflies. And he comes to a deeper understanding of
plants and trees, the sun, wind, rain, frost and snow.

Copsford is an under-appreciated classic of the English countryside, delighting
not only in flora and fauna, but in scent, colour, sound and movement. In beautiful
and sensitive prose Murray expresses a vivid depth of feeling for nature that
makes Copsford a tour de force of nature mysticism.

This new edition also contains Murray's essay, 'Voices of Trees'.
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