
Ding Ling and the Politics of Literature in the
People's Republic of China

In the tumultuous political landscape of the People's Republic of China, a
remarkable literary figure emerged in the mid-20th century: Ding Ling. Known for
her powerful writings and activism, Ding Ling played a significant role in shaping
the politics of literature in China during that period. Her works became a catalyst
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for change, challenging societal norms and addressing critical issues such as
gender inequality and class struggle.

The Rise of Ding Ling

Born in 1904, Ding Ling grew up in a country undergoing rapid transformation.
China was adapting to the aftermath of the Qing dynasty's collapse and facing
various political upheavals, such as the May Fourth Movement in 1919, which
aimed to reform Chinese society and promote new intellectual thoughts. These
events influenced Ding Ling's ideology and laid the foundation for her future
literary endeavors.
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Ding Ling initially gained recognition for her short stories, which captivated
readers with their vivid depictions of ordinary people's lives. Her writings exposed
the harsh realities faced by women, peasants, and workers, shedding light on the
social and economic disparities prevailing in China at the time. With her
distinctive voice and unwavering commitment to exploring social issues, Ding
Ling soon became a prominent figure in Chinese literature.

FREE

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDBuTVRJck5pTGgvQmlhKzdwR2ZVTU92SmdIZ3FBZkoxZzlRSElvbFE5ODRBVHJ6SXRheittNEFuTFByNERPYkprSUMyZlNNVGZBL2VQOGtUallCbU5PMlZCVzZJcnRYVzJ2ajN0UE9iZmZrS2RQdkx1U3krVXJacExCbE1HVHZndmNkZ0FrM2d5N3B2Z0pkS3g5eEVMZz09:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDBuTVRJck5pTGgvQmlhKzdwR2ZVTU92SmdIZ3FBZkoxZzlRSElvbFE5ODRBVHJ6SXRheittNEFuTFByNERPYkprSUMyZlNNVGZBL2VQOGtUallCbU5PMlZCVzZJcnRYVzJ2ajN0UE9iZmZrS2RQdkx1U3krVXJacExCbE1HVHZndmNkZ0FrM2d5N3B2Z0pkS3g5eEVMZz09:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDBuTVRJck5pTGgvQmlhKzdwR2ZVTU92SmdIZ3FBZkoxZzlRSElvbFE5ODRBVHJ6SXRheittNEFuTFByNERPYkprSUMyZlNNVGZBL2VQOGtUallCbU5PMlZCVzZJcnRYVzJ2ajN0UE9iZmZrS2RQdkx1U3krVXJacExCbE1HVHZndmNkZ0FrM2d5N3B2Z0pkS3g5eEVMZz09:f4.pdf


Political Challenges and Literary Suppression

As the Communist Party gained power in China, Ding Ling's career faced
significant challenges. The Communist Party's control over the arts and literature
meant that creativity had to align with political propaganda. Ding Ling's early
works were well-received due to their progressive nature, but soon, her
commitment to artistic freedom clashed with the Party's censorship and
ideological restrictions.

Ding Ling's novel, "The Sun Shines over the Sanggan River," marked a turning
point in her career and brought her into direct conflict with the Party's leadership.
The novel depicted the struggles faced by peasants during the land reform
campaign and drew attention to the abuses of power by Communist Party cadres.
As a result, Ding Ling was criticized for her "rightist deviationism" and faced
persecution during the Anti-Rightist Movement of the late 1950s.

Resurgence and Legacy

Despite facing political suppression, Ding Ling's impact on Chinese literature
could not be erased. She continued to write and advocate for artistic freedom,
particularly in the latter stages of her career. As political waves shifted in China,
Ding Ling experienced a resurgence in the 1980s. Her works were rediscovered
and celebrated for their contribution to Chinese literature and their significance in
addressing social issues courageously.

Ding Ling's legacy extends beyond her written works. Her struggles against
political suppression and her unwavering dedication to artistic freedom inspired
future generations of Chinese writers. Her influence on the politics of literature in
the People's Republic of China cannot be underestimated, as her defiance paved
the way for a more open and diverse literary landscape in the country.



Influence on Gender Equality and Social Change

One of Ding Ling's most impactful contributions was her exploration of gender
inequality and the emancipation of women. Through her stories, she exposed
patriarchal norms and highlighted the hardships faced by women in Chinese
society. Ding Ling's works became a catalyst for discussions on gender equality,
empowering women to challenge societal expectations and seek independent
identities.

Ding Ling's writings also shed light on class struggle, further emphasizing her
commitment to social change. By depicting the struggles of peasants and
workers, she exposed the economic disparities and injustices prevalent in China.
Her works resonated with the marginalized and inspired conversations on social
justice, ultimately contributing to a more inclusive and compassionate society.

Ding Ling's journey through the politics of literature in the People's Republic of
China is a testament to her resilience and courage. Her unwavering dedication to
social justice, gender equality, and artistic freedom made her an influential figure
in Chinese literature. Despite facing challenges and persecution, Ding Ling's
legacy remains alive today. Her impact on the literary and social landscape of
China serves as a reminder of the power of literature to shape minds, challenge
norms, and bring about lasting change.
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This volume is the first serious attempt to reconstruct Ding Ling's biography
during the last few decades of her life. Most Westerners know her as a
progressive woman writer who became famous during the May 4 Movement,
championed its values in Yan'an and was criticized in the rectification campaigns
that followed. Few know about her life afterward and the arduous process of
rehabilitation. Here for the first time readers will learn about her life in the Great
Northern Wasteland, solitary confinement in Qincheng prison, her visit to the
United States, participation in the spiritual pollution campaign, and finally, the
attempt to launch the journal China. All of this puts a new perspective on the life
of one of China's most preeminent woman writers.

Alber includes considerable new information about the rectification campaigns of
the late fifties, supplemented by a series of interviews with the author and her
contemporaries in the years 1980 and 1981, the very point when she began to
turn left and to compromise her progressive beliefs. Ding Ling is generally
acknowledged as a major figure of the May 4 Movement and an ardent admirer of
Lu Xun. As such, the study sheds light on the legacy of China's greatest writer
and the influence of Western ideals on contemporary Chinese literature. The
primary audience is the educated reader who has an interest in contemporary
Chinese literature and politics. It should be especially interesting to women, but
the coverage is broad enough to include anyone interested in the intellectual
history of China.
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