
Disability Lineage And The Future Of Kinship
In the realm of disability, lineage takes on a whole new meaning. It goes beyond
family ties and blood relations, extending to a shared history, struggles, and
triumphs that are interwoven amongst individuals who navigate through life with
disabilities. In this article, we dive deep into the concept of disability lineage,
exploring its origins, the challenges it presents, and the potential it holds for
shaping the future of kinship among individuals with disabilities.

The Evolution of Disability Lineage

Throughout history, disability has often been stigmatized, marginalized, and
misunderstood. However, the disability rights movement of the 20th century
played a pivotal role in raising awareness about the rights and needs of
individuals with disabilities. This movement showcased the power of collective
action and community building, forming the foundation for the modern concept of
disability lineage.

Disability lineage can be traced back to the creation of disabled persons
organizations (DPOs) and support networks. These networks brought together
individuals with disabilities, their families, and allies, creating spaces for sharing
experiences, advocating for rights, and fostering a sense of belonging. The
relationships formed within these networks became the building blocks of a new
form of kinship – one that transcends biological ties.
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The Challenges and Triumphs of Disability Lineage

Like any lineage, disability lineage is not without its challenges. One of the
primary hurdles faced by individuals with disabilities is the ableist societal
attitudes and structural barriers that perpetuate discrimination and exclusion.
However, disability lineage provides a platform for collective activism and
advocacy, allowing individuals with disabilities to challenge these barriers and
fight for their rights.

Through disability lineage, individuals with disabilities can draw support, strength,
and inspiration from the shared experiences of those who came before them.
This intergenerational support system fuels a sense of resilience and
empowerment, enabling individuals to overcome adversity and achieve
meaningful change.

The Future of Kinship in the Disability Community

The concept of disability lineage opens up endless possibilities for the future of
kinship within the disability community. Breaking away from the traditional notions
of family and blood relations, disability lineage encourages us to broaden our
understanding of kinship and embrace a more inclusive approach.
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As disability advocacy movements continue to gain momentum, the bonds
formed within disability lineages are becoming stronger and more resilient. This
collective strength fosters unity, collaboration, and the growth of support networks
that stretch across geographical boundaries.

The future of kinship in the disability community lies in forging meaningful
connections, celebrating diversity, and valuing the lived experiences of individuals
with disabilities. Disability lineage encourages us to recognize the potential for
reciprocal relationships, shared knowledge, and mutual support that extends
beyond biological ties.

Disability lineage offers a unique perspective on kinship, challenging us to rethink
and redefine the concept of family. It provides a framework for understanding the
interconnectedness of individuals with disabilities, their shared history, and their
collective contributions towards a more inclusive society.

As we continue to explore disability lineage and its potential, we must recognize
the importance of amplifying diverse voices, celebrating achievements, and
dismantling ableist structures that hinder equality and inclusion.

Together, we can shape a future where disability lineage serves as a catalyst for
change, driving us towards a society that embraces and celebrates the full
spectrum of human diversity.
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A provocation to reclaim our disability lineage in order to profoundly reimagine the
possibilities for our relationship to disability, kinship, and carework

Disability is often described as a tragedy, a crisis, or an aberration, though 1 in 5
people worldwide have a disability. Why is this common human experience
rendered exceptional? In All Our Families, disability studies scholar Jennifer
Natalya Fink argues that this originates in our families. When we cut a disabled
member out of the family story, disability remains a trauma as opposed to a
shared and ordinary experience. This makes disability and its diagnosis traumatic
and exceptional.

Weaving together stories of members of her own family with sociohistorical
research, Fink illustrates how the eradication of disabled people from family
narratives is rooted in racist, misogynistic, and antisemitic sorting systems
inherited from Nazis. By examining the rhetoric of genetic testing, she shows that
a fear of disability begins before a child is even born and that a fear of disability
is, fundamentally, a fear of care. Fink analyzes our racist and sexist care
systems, exposing their inequities as a source of stigmatizing ableism.

Inspired by queer and critical race theory, Fink calls for a lineage of disability: a
reclamation of disability as a history, a culture, and an identity. Such a lineage
offers a means of seeing disability in the context of a collective sense of
belonging, as cause for celebration, and is a call for a radical reimagining of
carework and kinship. All Our Families challenges us to re-lineate disability within
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the family as a means of repair toward a more inclusive and flexible structure of
care and community.
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