
Discover the Extraordinary Life and Legend of
the Great Sultan Saladin!
Saladin, the legendary figure who altered the course of history, remains one of
the most fascinating characters in medieval times. Born into a humble Kurdish
dynasty, he rose to become the great Sultan of Egypt and Syria, leading the
Muslim world against the mighty Crusaders. His extraordinary military
achievements, strategic genius, and unwavering devotion to his people continue
to inspire and captivate millions around the globe today. In this immersive journey,
we delve deep into the life and legend of the remarkable Sultan Saladin,
uncovering the secrets behind his legacy and the impact he left on the world.
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Early Life and Military Beginnings

Born in 1137 in Tikrit, modern-day Iraq, Saladin experienced a childhood marked
by turmoil and political intrigue. As a member of the influential Ayyubid family, he
received an education in Islamic sciences and military strategy that would shape
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his destiny. The young Saladin showed exceptional promise as a leader, and his
early military successes paved the way for his rise to power in later years.

Saladin's military prowess became evident during his early career as a
commander in the service of the Syrian ruler, Nur ad-Din. He displayed
unparalleled bravery and strategic brilliance in battles against the Crusaders,
earning him loyal followers and admiration across the Islamic world. Saladin's
reputation as a formidable warrior soon caught the attention of Nur ad-Din
himself, who recognized Saladin's extraordinary potential and entrusted him with
leading crucial campaigns.

The Liberation of Jerusalem

One of Saladin's most remarkable achievements was the liberation of Jerusalem
from the Crusaders' grip in 1187. Fueled by his unyielding determination and
religious fervor, Saladin launched an audacious campaign to reclaim the Holy City
for the Muslims. As his forces marched towards Jerusalem, Saladin's strategic
brilliance shone through. He astutely exploited divisions among the Crusader
forces, eventually leading to their defeat at the decisive Battle of Hattin. This
extraordinary victory opened the gates of Jerusalem for Saladin, who showed
remarkable mercy and respect to its Christian inhabitants.

Legacy and Impact

Saladin's triumphs on the battlefield and his unmatched chivalry earned him
respect even among his enemies. His remarkable ability to bridge cultural divides,
exemplified by his fair treatment of Christians and Jews, contributed to his
enduring legacy. Saladin's leadership and military accomplishments inspired a
sense of unity and pride within the Islamic world, creating an unprecedented
wave of support and resurgence.



Saladin's impact extended far beyond his military triumphs. His commitment to
scholarship and patronage of the arts led to a flourishing of intellectual and
cultural exchanges during his time. The legendary figure of Saladin also captured
the imaginations of countless poets, writers, and artists throughout the ages,
ensuring his status as an icon of heroism and honor.

Saladin – A Symbol of Unity and Inspiration

The legacy of Saladin, the honorable warrior and wise statesman, continues to
inspire people worldwide. His unwavering devotion to his faith, his people, and
justice serve as a reminder of the power of determination and integrity in the face
of adversity. Saladin's extraordinary life and legend illuminate the pages of
history, leaving behind a lasting impact that reverberates to this day.
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An engaging biography that offers a new perspective on one of the most
influential figures of the Crusades

In 1187, Saladin marched triumphantly into Jerusalem, ending decades of
struggle against the Christians and reclaiming the holy city for Islam. Four years
later he fought off the armies of the Third Crusade, which were commanded by
Europe’s leading monarchs. A fierce warrior and savvy diplomat, Saladin’s
unparalleled courtesy, justice, generosity, and mercy were revered by both his
fellow Muslims and his Christian rivals such as Richard the Lionheart.
 
Combining thorough research with vivid storytelling, Jonathan Phillips offers a
fresh and captivating look at the triumphs, failures, and contradictions of one of
the Crusades’ most unique figures. Bringing the vibrant world of the twelfth
century to life, this book also explores Saladin’s complicated legacy, examining
the ways Saladin has been invoked in the modern age by Arab and Muslim
leaders ranging from Nasser in Egypt, Asad in Syria, and Saddam Hussein in Iraq
to Osama bin Laden, as well as his huge appeal across popular culture in books,
drama, and music.
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