
Discover the Secrets Behind America's Best
Nonfiction Writers

Nonfiction writing has always been a powerful instrument for shedding light on the
truth, revealing untold stories, and uncovering hidden aspects of our society.
Through their skillful storytelling, nonfiction writers have the ability to captivate
readers and invite them into worlds they never knew existed.
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In this article, we delve into conversations with America's best nonfiction writers,
exploring the secrets behind their craft, their inspirations, and their unique
perspectives that make their works so compelling.
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The Art of Nonfiction Writing

Nonfiction writing goes beyond mere reporting of facts; it aims to breathe life into
the reality it captures. With impeccable research, nonfiction writers expose
readers to narratives that are both informative and emotionally engaging.

During our conversations with America's best nonfiction writers, we explored how
they approach the craft of storytelling. We discovered that their writing process
begins with extensive research, meticulous fact-checking, and understanding the
nuances of the subjects they write about.

Uncovering the truth is only the first step. These writers masterfully weave
together their findings, personal insights, and interviews with key individuals to
create a seamless narrative that grips readers from the very first page.
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The Pursuit of Perfection

One common theme that emerged during our conversations was the pursuit of
perfection. America's best nonfiction writers are relentless in their pursuit of
excellence, constantly pushing the boundaries of their craft. They strive to
present their readers with a complete and accurate picture of the stories they
choose to tell.

Accuracy is paramount for these writers, and they dedicate countless hours fact-
checking their work to ensure that every detail is correct. Their dedication to
researching and understanding their subject matter inside out allows them to
present readers with a truly immersive experience.

Behind the Scenes of Nonfiction Writing

Our conversations provided a unique glimpse into the world of nonfiction writing.
We discussed the challenges these writers face, the emotional toll their work can
take, and how they balance their own voice with the stories they tell.

One writer, who wished to remain anonymous, shared the emotional rollercoaster
they experienced while researching a story on a sensitive topic. They explained
how they had to detach themselves from the subject matter at times to maintain
their mental well-being, yet still convey the gravity of the situation.

Many writers also expressed the importance of finding their own voice within their
nonfiction works. While they aim to present an objective account of the facts, it is
crucial for them to infuse their unique perspective into the narrative. This fusion of
objectivity and subjectivity creates a truly engaging reading experience.

Learning from the Masters



During our conversations, we asked every writer about the authors who have
inspired their work. The responses varied, showcasing the diverse influences that
shape America's best nonfiction writers.

Some writers mentioned iconic figures such as Truman Capote and Joan Didion,
whose groundbreaking works revolutionized the world of nonfiction writing.
Others drew inspiration from contemporary writers who fearlessly tackle
challenging topics.

What united these writers was their deep admiration for those who came before
them, recognizing the importance of building upon the legacy of nonfiction writing
and continually pushing the bounds of the genre.

Conversations with America's best nonfiction writers provide a fascinating insight
into the world of storytelling. Through their dedication to research, pursuit of
perfection, and unique perspectives, these writers invite readers to experience
the truth in a way that is both enlightening and compelling.

As readers, we have the privilege of immersing ourselves in these works, learning
about forgotten histories, exploring hidden worlds, and challenging our own
perspectives. The conversations with America's best nonfiction writers remind us
of the power of storytelling and its ability to shape our collective understanding of
the world we inhabit.
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Forty years after Tom Wolfe, Hunter S. Thompson, and Gay Talese launched the
New Journalism movement, Robert S. Boynton sits down with nineteen
practitioners of what he calls the New New Journalism to discuss their methods,
writings and careers.

The New New Journalists are first and foremost brilliant reporters who immerse
themselves completely in their subjects. Jon Krakauer accompanies a
mountaineering expedition to Everest. Ted Conover works for nearly a year as a
prison guard. Susan Orlean follows orchid fanciers to reveal an obsessive
subculture few knew existed. Adrian Nicole LeBlanc spends nearly a decade
reporting on a family in the South Bronx. And like their muckraking early
twentieth-century precursors, they are drawn to the most pressing issues of the
day: Alex Kotlowitz, Leon Dash, and William Finnegan to race and class; Ron
Rosenbaum to the problem of evil; Michael Lewis to boom-and-bust economies;
Richard Ben Cramer to the nitty gritty of politics. How do they do it? In these
interviews, they reveal the techniques and inspirations behind their acclaimed
works, from their felt-tip pens, tape recorders, long car rides, and assumed
identities; to their intimate understanding of the way a truly great story unfolds.

Interviews with:
Gay Talese
Jane Kramer
Calvin Trillin
Richard Ben Cramer
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Ted Conover
Alex Kotlowitz
Richard Preston
William Langewiesche
Eric Schlosser
Leon Dash
William Finnegan
Jonathan Harr
Jon Krakauer
Adrian Nicole LeBlanc
Michael Lewis
Susan Orlean
Ron Rosenbaum
Lawrence Weschler
Lawrence Wright
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