
Do Unto Otters: A Guide to Manners

Are you tired of dealing with rude and impolite behavior? Do you wish everyone
remembered their manners? Well, look no further! In this article, we will explore
the delightful children's book "Do Unto Otters" and discover the valuable lessons
it teaches about the importance of good manners.
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The Book that Teaches Manners in a Fun Way

Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners by Laurie Keller is not your average
children's book. With its playful illustrations and humorous storyline, it manages
to convey important lessons about kindness, courtesy, and respect in a way that
captivates both children and adults.
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The story revolves around Mr. Rabbit, who is worried about his new neighbors,
the Otters. Unsure how to interact with them, he turns to his wise friend, Mrs.
Owl, for advice. Mrs. Owl tells him about the golden rule: "Do unto otters as you
would have otters do unto you." This simple phrase becomes the guiding principle
throughout the book.

The Importance of the Golden Rule

One of the core messages of this book is the significance of the golden rule: treat
others how you would like to be treated. By applying this rule to his encounters
with the Otters, Mr. Rabbit learns the importance of empathy, understanding, and
good manners. The author skillfully uses humorous scenarios to demonstrate
how small acts of kindness can make a big difference in our relationships with
others.
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As the story progresses, Mr. Rabbit realizes that good manners not only make
him feel good, but they also create a harmonious environment where everyone
can thrive. Through delightful rhymes and vivid illustrations, the book highlights
the positive impact of politeness, sharing, and making others feel included.

Lessons for Children (and Adults too!)

While Do Unto Otters is primarily aimed at young readers, it conveys essential
lessons that resonate with people of all ages. It reminds us to be mindful of our
actions and to treat others with respect, no matter their background or
differences.

The book encourages open-mindedness, teaching children and adults to
embrace diversity, appreciate the uniqueness of individuals, and foster a sense of
community. It emphasizes the importance of listening, using kind words, and
resolving conflicts peacefully. By addressing topics such as sharing, apologizing,
and saying "please" and "thank you," the book provides practical examples that
children can apply in their daily lives.

The Power of Visuals and Wordplay

One of the key factors that make Do Unto Otters so engaging is its visually
appealing illustrations. Laurie Keller's colorful and expressive artwork adds a
whole new dimension to the story, enhancing the reader's understanding and
creating a memorable visual experience. The illustrations brilliantly capture the
emotions and personalities of the characters, making them relatable and
endearing.

In addition to captivating visuals, Keller masterfully incorporates wordplay into the
book. Through clever puns, alliterations, and playful language, she captures the



attention of young readers, making the learning process enjoyable and
entertaining.

As we have explored, Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners is a delightful and
educational piece that teaches valuable lessons about good manners in a fun and
engaging way. By promoting the golden rule, the book emphasizes empathy,
respect, and kindness towards others.

Whether you are a parent, a teacher, or someone simply looking for an enjoyable
read, this book will not disappoint. Its rich illustrations, relatable characters, and
memorable storytelling make it a powerful tool for instilling important values in
children while reminding adults of the significance of practicing good manners in
our everyday interactions. So, dive into the world of Do Unto Otters and discover
the remarkable impact of manners!
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"Do not do to others that which would anger you if others did it to you."—Socrates
(the Greek philosopher), circa 470-399 B.C.

Mr. Rabbit's new neighbors are Otters. OTTERS! But he doesn't know anything
about Otters. Will they get along? Will they be friends? Just treat otters the same
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way you'd like them to treat you, advises wise Mr. Owl. And so begins Mr.
Rabbit's reflection on good manners.

In her smart, quirky style Laurie Keller highlights how to be a good friend and
neighbor—just follow the Golden Rule! This title has Common Core connections.

A Junior Library Guild Selection

Do Unto Otters is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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