Eldon History: Reflections Of One Teacher's
Journey

When | first started teaching at Eldon High School thirty years ago, little did |
know that it would become a significant part of my life. As an educator, | have
always been passionate about history, and Eldon provided me with the perfect
canvas to explore and share the rich historical past of our community with my
students. Over the years, | have witnessed the profound impact that
understanding our local history can have on young minds, and today | want to

take you on a journey through the Eldon History that | have come to treasure.

An Enchanting Beginning

Eldon, a small town nestled in the heart of Missouri, has a history that dates back
to the early 1800s. It all began when settlers, attracted by the fertile land and
abundance of natural resources, decided to call this place their home. As | delved
deeper into the town's origins, | learned about the Native American tribes that
once roamed these lands, leaving behind traces of their ancient culture that

would unknowingly influence the future of Eldon.

Following the arrival of European settlers in the mid-19th century, Eldon rapidly
grew, driven by the development of the railroad industry and the discovery of
valuable minerals. Alongside this growth, the town witnessed its fair share of
hardships and triumphs, from the devastating effects of the Civil War to the
thriving industrialization that followed. The more | studied, the more | realized the
importance of teaching our students about these significant events that shaped

the town we know today.
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A Fascinating Tapestry

As an educator, | believe in making history come alive for my students. To
achieve this, | dedicated myself to collecting artifacts, documents, and
photographs that would help preserve and illustrate Eldon's history. My classroom
became a haven filled with the remnants of the past, from handwritten letters to

aged photographs showcasing Eldon's inhabitants of different generations.

From the passionate stories of Eldon's founding families to the anecdotes of
former prominent residents, there was always something new to discover. These
tales offered valuable lessons, teaching my students about resilience, community
values, and the power of unity. By connecting these narratives to our present-day
lives, | witnessed a newfound appreciation for the town's heritage in the eyes of

my students.

Embracing Historical Sites

One of the greatest joys of teaching at Eldon High School was taking my students

on field trips to explore the historical sites that dot our town. These sites served
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as tangible connections to the past, allowing us to immerse ourselves in the

stories we read and heard within the classroom walls.

One such place was the Eldon Depot, built in the late 1800s to welcome the influx
of tourists and travelers. Stepping inside, | could almost feel the excitement that
once filled the air as people journeyed through Eldon on the Missouri Pacific
Railroad. It was a testament to the town's growth and the transportation

revolution which played a vital role in shaping Eldon's history.

Another favorite destination was the Eldon Country Club, founded in 1924, which
became an integral part of our town's social fabric. As my students roamed the
halls that had echoed with laughter and conversations of Eldon's elite, they were
transported back to an era of glitz and glamour. It was a reminder that Eldon's
history is not only about the significant events but also the everyday lives of its

residents.

Passing the Torch

As | near retirement, | can't help but feel grateful for the opportunity | have had to
witness the growth of Eldon's historical preservation efforts. The establishment of
the Eldon Historical Society, spearheaded by dedicated community members,

has ensured that the stories and artifacts | have cherished for years will continue

to inspire and educate future generations.

With the advancements in technology, | am excited to see how digital platforms
and virtual reality will enhance the teaching and understanding of Eldon's history.
The ability to virtually walk through the streets of the past or interact with
historical figures has the potential to ignite a passion for history in even the most

disinterested students.



Reflecting upon my journey, | am filled with a sense of pride and accomplishment.
Witnessing the transformation in my students' understanding of their town's
history has been immensely rewarding. Eldon's history is more than just names

and dates; it's about the people, the stories, and the lessons learned.

In

As | prepare to bid farewell to the halls of Eldon High School, | leave with the
knowledge that the love for history planted in the hearts of my students will
continue to blossom. The journey through Eldon's history has been an
enlightening one, teaching us about our roots, and helping us appreciate the
community we call home. | hope that my reflections on this remarkable journey
have inspired you to explore the history of your own town, for every community

has its own captivating stories to share.
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ELDON HIStory is about one teacher’s experiences through a long career in
education. This one educator was a classroom teacher, football coach, building

administrator, and went on to serve as a school board member. The interaction
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and daily encounters with students, fellow teachers, and parents were wide and

varied. | was that teacher and these are my stories.
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History has witnessed countless events that shaped the destinies of
nations and shifted the course of human civilization. Some events,
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