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Elizabeth Byers, a name that might not ring a bell to most, but her contributions to
the development of Denver are immeasurable. A pioneer, a visionary, and a
woman way ahead of her time, Elizabeth Byers played a crucial role in shaping
the destiny of this vibrant city.
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Born in 1830, Elizabeth Byers grew up in a time when women were expected to
stay home, raise children, and take care of the household. However, she rebelled
against societal norms and decided to make a difference. She became one of the
first female newspaper editors in America and played an instrumental role in
establishing Colorado's first newspaper, the Rocky Mountain News.
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Early Life and Aspirations

Elizabeth Byers was born on September 28, 1830, in Ohio. Despite growing up in
a modest background, she had a thirst for knowledge and a strong desire to
make a mark in the world. She embarked on her journey towards independence
by pursuing a career in journalism.

At the age of 18, Elizabeth moved to St. Louis, where she worked as a
bookkeeper for the Missouri Republican. It was during this time that she honed
her writing skills and developed a passion for journalism. She quickly realized that
her calling was not just to report the news but to be a part of it, to help shape
public opinion and bring about positive change.
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The Rocky Mountain News

In 1858, Elizabeth moved to Denver, a small town bustling with gold seekers and
adventurers. Together with her husband, William N. Byers, she saw an
opportunity to start a newspaper that would cater to the growing population. They
founded the Rocky Mountain News, which became the voice of the region,
providing news, information, and a platform for public discourse.

Elizabeth Byers played a pivotal role in the success of the newspaper. She wrote
articles, lobbied for causes she believed in, and helped shape the editorial stance
of the publication. Her courageous reporting on issues such as women's suffrage,
environmental conservation, and racial equality earned her respect and
admiration from her peers and the community.

The Rocky Mountain News played an essential role in promoting the
development of Denver and Colorado. It covered the important events of the time,
from the gold rush to the construction of the railroads. It was a reliable source of
news and information that kept the community connected and informed.

Activism and Community Involvement

Elizabeth Byers was not content with just being a newspaper editor. She was an
active participant in numerous social causes and stood up for what she believed
in. One of her most significant contributions was her involvement in the women's
suffrage movement.

At a time when women had limited rights and were excluded from the political
process, Elizabeth fought for women's right to vote. She used the Rocky
Mountain News as a platform to advocate for gender equality and raise
awareness about women's issues. Her unwavering determination and persuasive



writing played a significant role in the eventual success of the women's suffrage
movement in Colorado.

Legacy and Impact

Elizabeth Byers' contributions to the development of Denver and Colorado cannot
be overstated. She was a trailblazer, a true pioneer who defied societal
expectations and played a vital role in shaping the future of the region.

Her fearless reporting, passionate activism, and work towards promoting social
justice have left a lasting impact. She opened doors for women in journalism and
politics and paved the way for future generations of women to fight for their rights
and make their voices heard.

Today, Elizabeth Byers' legacy lives on. Her story serves as a reminder that one
person, regardless of their gender or social standing, can make a difference. Her
courage, determination, and commitment to her beliefs inspire us to strive for a
better future.

The story of Elizabeth Byers is one that deserves to be told and celebrated. She
was a true pioneer and an inspiration to all who value the power of journalism and
the fight for equality. Her contributions to Denver and Colorado continue to shape
the region's history and serve as a beacon of hope for future generations.

So next time you walk the streets of Denver, take a moment to remember
Elizabeth Byers, the courageous woman who helped build this great city.
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Elizabeth “Libby” Byers moved west to Colorado with her husband during the
Pikes Peak Gold Rush of 1859. William Byers, was founder and publisher of the
Rocky Mountain News, Colorado’s first newspaper. Elizabeth was notable as a
civic leader in her own right and described herself as part of the “advance guard
of civilization” in the boom town of Denver City. The Byers saw Denver grow from
a boom-and-bust town into the thriving state capital of Colorado. She faced many
challenges as she was burned out of one home and flooded out of another, but
she also found humor in the hardship. “There is much that is pathetic in a
pioneer’s life, and much that is awfully funny,” she wrote in her memoir. “We often
laughed through tears.” Elizabeth Byers: Denver Pioneer is Number 19 in the
Now You Know Bio series from Filter Press. J.v.L. Bell is also the author of two
mysteries: The Lucky Hat Mine and Denver City Justice.
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