Exploring the Untouched Beauty: Diary Of
Survey Trip To Lake Temiskaming 1886

Have you ever wondered what it was like to journey back in time and explore the
unspoiled picturesque landscapes of the late 19th century? Welcome to the
captivating diary of a survey trip to Lake Temiskaming in the year 1886, a time

when the vast wilderness awaited the courageous and daring adventurers, ready
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to discover its hidden treasures and document its natural wonders. Join us as we
delve into the intriguing pages of this remarkable diary, and accompany the early

explorers on their thrilling expedition.

Unveiling the Forgotten Diary

Discovered decades later in an old dusty attic, the diary of the survey trip to Lake
Temiskaming comes to life through the faded ink that once flowed from the pen of
an intrepid explorer. The diary entries unlock the extraordinary journey that took
place over several weeks, shedding light on the untamed beauty that was Lake

Temiskaming in the year 1886.
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Setting Foot Into the Wilderness

The diary's author, a seasoned surveyor named Johnathan Carter, eloquently
describes the excitement and apprehension felt as the expedition party embarks

on their voyage. Equipped with rudimentary equipment, the team sets foot into
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the untamed wilderness of the Canadian Shield, venturing into the heart of nature

that had remained untouched for centuries.

Immersed in Nature's Majesty

As the diary progresses, Carter's words paint a vibrant picture of the awe-
inspiring sights that awaited them around every bend. From the pristine turquoise
waters of Lake Temiskaming, stretching as far as the eye could see, to the

magnificent snow-capped mountains in the distance, the explorers were left

breathless by the sheer majesty of nature.

Every day was an adventure, wading through dense forests, crossing thunderous
rivers, and ascending rocky cliffs. Along the way, they marveled at the intricate
web of wildlife, spotting elusive species such as beavers, majestic moose, and
soaring eagles. Trees as tall and ancient as time itself stood like silent witnesses
to their journey, and the air was filled with the sweet scent of wildflowers and

pine.

Mapping the Unknown

As much as the diary captures the beauty of the surroundings, it also delves into
the methodical work of the survey team. Carter meticulously records their daily
progress, measuring distances, marking boundaries, and sketching topographic
features. The challenges they faced in charting the unknown territory become

evident, yet their determination to accurately map the land never wavers.

Encounters and Cultural Discoveries
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Amidst their exploration, the team also encountered local indigenous
communities, whose knowledge and guidance were invaluable in navigating the
untamed wilderness. Carter recounts the fascinating cultural exchanges that took
place, learning about traditional hunting techniques, medicinal plants, and

spiritual rituals that held deep significance within indigenous culture.

A Test of Endurance

The diary becomes increasingly riveting as it transitions into the more arduous
parts of the journey. Carter's words reveal the struggles faced by the team,
battling treacherous terrains, inclement weather, and dwindling supplies. Their
willpower and resilience are put to the test, as they push forward, determined to

complete their mission.

The Journey's End

Finally, after overcoming countless obstacles, the survey expedition reaches the
northernmost point of Lake Temiskaming. With a mix of relief, accomplishment,

and sadness that their adventure has come to an end, the team takes a moment
to revel in their achievement. Carter's final entries reflect on the profound impact
this journey has had on him and the privilege it was to witness nature's grandeur

in such a raw state.

A Legacy Preserved

Thanks to this rediscovered diary, we are able to step back in time and immerse
ourselves in the awe-inspiring beauty of Lake Temiskaming as experienced by
the early explorers in 1886. Carter's words serve as a testament to their
unwavering determination, their unquenchable thirst for adventure, and the
profound respect they had for the pristine wilderness they had the privilege to

explore.



So next time you find yourself gazing across the tranquil expanse of Lake
Temiskaming, let these words echo in your mind, reminding you of the
remarkable journey that took place over a century ago, and the undying spirit of

exploration that continues to beckon us today.
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In the 1880s the provincial government sent out teams of land surveyors to
explore the northern Ontario hinterland. By rail, canoe and on foot they and their
crews cut through the forests and across streams, establishing the boundaries for

townships in preparation for settlement.

Alexander Herkes Telfer was a member of the party led by the Haliburton
surveyor Alexander Niven, who was responsible for running the lines for seven
townships around the head of Lake Temiskaming. The child of Scottish
immigrants who settled in Scarborough, Ontario, A.H. Telfer logged his

experiences in a personal diary, revealing a love of new frontiers and adventure
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that the hardships of life could not diminish. His vivid account provides interesting
details of early surveying methods and of the lives of some intrepid early settlers

in this wild but beautiful land.

An and annotations by the editor and early photographs of the upper Ottawa/Lake

Temiskaming area complement the diary and create a historical context.

"l personally have long been interested in the surveyor Alexander Niven from
Haliburton. | grew up on Niven Street in New Liskeard, and as a child wondered
about the man the street was named for. The story of Niven and the other
surveyors who mapped the Townships of the Little Clay Belt in the District of

Temiskaming in the 1880s is long overdue.

"A.H. Telfer's personal diaries, which tell of the day-to-day hardships and
accomplishments of these surveyors, are a fascinating account of the country
before the great land rush of the 1890s and the Cobalt mining boom of 1903,
which changed the landscape dramatically. This personal account by one of the
members of the actual survey party of 1886 is interesting from a historical
perspective, as it bridges the gap between the fur trading and logging eras, and
the settlement of Temiskaming. Of equal interest is the mention in the diary of
pioneers in the area, such as C.C. Farr, the founder of the town of Haileybury;
Edouard Piche, one of the earliest settlers on Lake Temiskaming; and the Heard

brothers from Haliburton, who were among the first homesteaders.

"For anyone interested in the history of northern Ontario, this is a 'must read."
- Bruce W. Taylor, genealogist, historian and author, his most recent book being
New Liskeard: The Pioneer Years (2003).
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