Five Leaders of the Missouri Valley Tribes

The Missouri Valley Tribes were a collection of Native American tribes that
resided in the Missouri River Valley area of the central United States. These
tribes had a rich history and were led by influential leaders who played significant

roles in shaping the destiny of their people.

1. Chief Black Hawk
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Chief Black Hawk was a prominent Sauk leader who fiercely resisted the
expansion of European-American settlers into Native American land. He played a
crucial role in the Black Hawk War, fighting to protect the ancestral homes of his
people. Despite facing several defeats, his leadership and determination inspired

his tribe and other Native American nations.

2. Sitting Bull
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Sitting Bull was a Hunkpapa Lakota holy man and leader who became known for
his strong opposition against the encroachment of white settlers onto Lakota
lands. He played a pivotal role in the Battle of Little Bighorn, wherein he led the
Native American forces to a historic victory against General Custer's troops.
Sitting Bull's leadership and bravery made him a symbol of resistance and

defiance for Native Americans across the region.
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3. Chief Joseph

Chief Joseph was a Nez Perce leader known for his efforts in leading his people
during their attempts to evade forced removal from their ancestral lands to a
reservation. His famous speech, "l will fight no more forever," is regarded as one
of the most powerful pleas for justice ever voiced. Chief Joseph's determination
and eloquence earned him immense respect not only from his own tribe but also

from the United States government.
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4. Red Cloud

Gero Hotwme

Red Cloud, a leader of the Oglala Lakota tribe, was a significant figure in the
resistance against the intrusion of white settlers into Native American territories.
His strategic brilliance and military achievements in the Red Cloud's War
eventually led to the signing of the Treaty of Fort Laramie. Red Cloud's leadership
skills united various tribes against their common enemy, making him a revered

figure in Native American history.
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5. Chief Rain-in-the-Face

Chief Rain-in-the-Face, a Hunkpapa Lakota war chief, was known for his warrior
skills and his role in the Battle of Little Bighorn. He fought alongside Sitting Bull
and played a crucial part in securing victory against Custer's forces. Chief Rain-
in-the-Face's audacity and combat abilities made him one of the most feared

adversaries of the U.S. Army during the Plains Indian Wars.
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The Missouri Valley Tribes were led by remarkable individuals who showed
outstanding leadership, resilience, and courage in their struggle against the
encroachment of white settlers. These five leaders, Chief Black Hawk, Sitting
Bull, Chief Joseph, Red Cloud, and Chief Rain-in-the-Face, left an indelible mark
on the history of the Missouri Valley Tribes and continue to be admired for their

contributions and legacies.
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A look into the lives of five indigenous American tribal chiefs who lead their

people as European settlers traveled into the region.

Two centuries ago, the fierce winds of change were sweeping through the Middle
Missouri Valley. French, Spanish and then American traders and settlers had
begun pouring in. In the midst of this time of tumult and transition, five chiefs rose
up to lead their peoples: Omaha Chief Big Elk, the
Pottawatamie/Ottawa/Chippewa Tribe’s Captain Billy Caldwell, loway Chief
Wangewaha (called Hard Heart), Pawnee Brave Petalesharo and Ponca Chief
Standing Bear. Historian Gail Holmes tells the story of their leadership as the land

was redefined beneath them.
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