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The Holocaust was a dark period in human history, where six million Jews were
systematically exterminated by the Nazi regime during World War Il. This tragic
event left behind a legacy of pain, suffering, and loss that is still felt deeply today.

While many stories from this time have emerged over the years, there are still
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forgotten letters that hold valuable insights into the lives of those affected by this

atrocity.

The Importance of Letters

Letters were an essential means of communication during the Holocaust. As
families were separated, sometimes forever, many individuals turned to letter-
writing to maintain connections and document their experiences. These letters

convey a sense of hope, despair, fear, and longing for a better future.
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The value of these forgotten letters lies in the raw emotions they capture. They
offer a glimpse into the lives and minds of those who experienced unimaginable
horrors. Reading these correspondences brings a humanizing perspective to an

event that often seems too large and incomprehensible to fully grasp.

Unveiling Untold Stories

The forgotten letters shed light on experiences that might otherwise have been
lost to history. They provide insights into the daily struggles faced by Jews during

the Holocaust - the constant fear, the fight for survival, and the heartbreaking
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separation from loved ones. Each letter tells a unique story, adding depth and

nuance to our understanding of this dark period in history.

Preserving Memory and Educating Future Generations

The legacy of the Holocaust should never be forgotten. These forgotten letters
serve as powerful reminders of the atrocities committed and the strength of the
human spirit. By preserving and sharing these letters, we honor the memory of
the victims and ensure that future generations continue to learn from this horrific

chapter in our collective history.

In an era where Holocaust denial and anti-Semitism still exist, these forgotten
letters become even more significant. They provide tangible evidence of the
Holocaust's reality, dismantling the lies and disinformation propagated by deniers.

They serve as a powerful tool to educate and combat hate.

Rediscovering and Remembering

Rediscovering these forgotten letters is a painstaking process. They have been
buried within archives, hidden from the public eye for decades. It requires
meticulous effort to uncover, translate, and transcribe them. However, the impact
is immeasurable. With each letter revealed, we get closer to understanding the

true extent of the Holocaust's impact on individuals and society as a whole.

Remembering the Holocaust through forgotten letters fosters empathy and
compassion. It allows us to connect with the victims and survivors on a personal
level, forging an emotional bond that transcends time and distance. Through their
words, we can keep their memory alive and ensure that their stories are never

forgotten.



The forgotten letters of the Holocaust reveal stories of resilience, sacrifice, love,
and hope. These letters speak volumes about the strength of the human spirit
and the capacity to endure unimaginable hardship. By giving a voice to those who
were silenced, we honor their memory and keep the legacy of the Holocaust
alive. Let us never forget the lessons learned from this dark chapter in history and

strive to build a world free from hatred, discrimination, and genocide.
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In May 1933, a young man named Rudolf Schwab fled Nazi-occupied Germany.
His departure allegedly came at the insistence of a close friend who later joined
the Party. Schwab eventually arrived in South Africa, one of the few countries left
where Jews could seek refuge, and years later, resumed a relationship in letters
with the Nazi who in many ways saved his life. From Things Lost: Forgotten
Letters and the Legacy of the Holocaust is a story of displacement, survival, and
an unlikely friendship in the wake of the Holocaust via an extraordinary collection

of letters discovered in a forgotten trunk.
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Only a handful of extended Schwab family members were alive in the war’s
aftermath. Dispersed across five continents, their lives mirrored those of
countless refugees who landed in the most unlikely places. Over years in exile, a
web of communication became an alternative world for these refugees, a place
where they could remember what they had lost and rebuild their identities anew.
Among the cast of characters that historian Shirli Gilbert came to know through
the letters, one name that appeared again and again was Karl Kipfer. He was
someone with whom Rudolf clearly got on exceedingly well—there was lots of
joking, familiarity, and sentimental reminiscing. “That was Grandpa’s best friend
growing up,” Rudolf’s grandson explained to Gilbert; “He was a Nazi and was the
one who encouraged Rudolf to leave Germany. . . . He also later helped him to
recover the family’s property.” Gilbert takes readers on a journey through a
family’s personal history wherein we learn about a cynical Karl who attempts to
make amends for his “undemocratic past,” and a version of Rudolf who spends
hours aloof at his Johannesburg writing desk, dressed in his Sunday finest,
holding together the fragile threads of his existence. The Schwab family’s story
brings us closer to grasping the complex choices and motivations that—even in

extreme situations, or perhaps because of them—make us human.

In a world of devastation, the letters in From Things Lost act as a surrogate for
the gravestones that did not exist and funerals that were never held. Readers of

personal accounts of the Holocaust will be swept away by this intimate story.
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