Gaston And The Making Of Black American
Millionaire

Once upon a time, in a world plagued by racial discrimination, a man named
Robert Reed Church Gaston emerged as a shining star, breaking all barriers and
paving the way for the making of Black American millionaires. Gaston's journey
from poverty to immense wealth is a true testament to the power of resilience,

determination, and innovative thinking.

The Early Days

Gaston was born on October 12, 1865, in a small town in Mississippi. Growing up
as part of the newly freed African American community, he faced numerous
challenges and witnessed firsthand the deep-seated systemic racism that
permeated society. However, these obstacles only fueled his ambition and desire

to create a better future for himself and his community.

At a young age, Gaston realized the importance of education and obtained a
scholarship to attend Howe Institute in Memphis, Tennessee. This was a turning
point in his life, as it provided him with the necessary knowledge and skills to

navigate the business world.
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A Pioneering Spirit

Gaston's entrepreneurial journey began when he established the first black-
owned bank in Tennessee, the Solvent Savings Bank, in 1906. This
groundbreaking endeavor provided African Americans with access to financial
services and the opportunity to secure loans for their business ventures. Gaston's
bank soon became a pillar of economic empowerment within the black

community.

Recognizing the need for more black-owned businesses and job opportunities,
Gaston extended his endeavors to various industries. He founded the Memphis
Pythian Theater, one of the first black-owned theaters in the United States,
providing a platform for African American artists and entertainers. Additionally, he
ventured into real estate, establishing the Booker T. Washington Hotel, a
luxurious accommodation for African American travelers during a time of

widespread segregation.

A Legacy of Empowerment

Gaston's success not only made him a millionaire but also inspired a generation
of aspiring African American entrepreneurs. He was a firm believer in sharing his
wealth and knowledge with others, actively supporting and mentoring countless

individuals on their paths to success.

As a philanthropist, Gaston donated substantial amounts of money to numerous
charitable causes, particularly those focused on education and social upliftment.
He funded scholarships, schools, and community centers, leaving an indelible

mark on the lives of countless individuals.
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Overcoming Challenges

Gaston's journey to success was not without its challenges. He faced constant
discrimination and opposition from those who sought to hinder his progress.

However, he remained resilient and unwavering in his pursuit of greatness.

One notable example is Gaston's involvement in the infamous 1892 People's
Grocery lynching case in Memphis. Despite the threats and danger surrounding
the case, Gaston bravely stood as a witness for the defense, determined to fight

for justice and equality.

A Lasting Impact

Gaston's remarkable achievements paved the way for future generations of black
entrepreneurs, showing them that success was attainable regardless of the
systemic barriers in place. His legacy continues to inspire individuals striving to

overcome adversity and make a lasting impact on society.

Today, Gaston's contributions are recognized and celebrated through various
honors and tributes. His life story serves as a reminder that perseverance and

determination can break down even the most formidable of barriers.

In

Gaston's journey from poverty to immense wealth is an extraordinary tale of
triumph over adversity. His entrepreneurial spirit, commitment to the
empowerment of his community, and philanthropic endeavors make him a true

inspiration.

As we reflect on Gaston's accomplishments, let us remember the importance of

creating inclusive opportunities for all individuals, regardless of their race or



background. May his story continue to motivate us to break through barriers and

work towards a more equitable and prosperous future for all.
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The grandson of slaves, born into poverty in 1892 in the Deep South, A. G.
Gaston died more than a century later with a fortune worth well over $130 million
and a business empire spanning communications, real estate, and insurance.
Gaston was, by any measure, a heroic figure whose wealth and influence bore
comparison to J. P. Morgan and Andrew Carnegie. Here, for the first time, is the
story of the life of this extraordinary pioneer, told by his niece and grandniece, the
award-winning television journalist Carol Jenkins and her daughter Elizabeth

Gardner Hines.

Born at a time when the bitter legacy of slavery and Reconstruction still poisoned
the lives of black Americans, Gaston was determined to make a difference for
himself and his people. His first job, after serving in the celebrated all-black
regiment during World War |, bound him to the near-slavery of an Alabama coal
mine —but even here Gaston saw not only hope but opportunity. He launched a

business selling lunches to fellow miners, soon established a rudimentary bank—
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and from then on there was no stopping him. A kind of black Horatio Alger,
Gaston let a single, powerful question be his guide: What do our people need

now? His success flowed from an uncanny genius for knowing the answer.

Combining rich family lore with a deep knowledge of American social and
economic history, Carol Jenkins and Elizabeth Hines unfold Gaston’s success
story against the backdrop of a century of crushing racial hatred and bigotry.
Gaston not only survived the hardships of being black during the Depression, he
flourished, and by the 1950s he was ruling a Birmingham-based business empire.
When the movement for civil rights swept through the South in the late 1950s and

early 1960s, Gaston provided critical financial support to many activists.

At the time of his death in 1996, A. G. Gaston was one of the wealthiest black
men in America, if not the wealthiest. But his legacy extended far beyond the
monetary. He was a man who had proved it was possible to overcome staggering
odds and make a place for himself as a leader, a captain of industry, and a far-
sighted philanthropist. Writing with grace and power, Jenkins and Hines bring
their distinguished ancestor fully to life in the pages of this book. Black Titan is the
story of a man who created his own future—and in the process, blazed a future

for all black businesspeople in America.
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