
Genghis Khan: His Heirs And The Founding
Of Modern China
Genghis Khan, an extraordinary leader and warrior of the Mongol Empire, left a
profound impact on the world. Known for his unparalleled military strategies,
Genghis Khan conquered vast territories and established one of the largest
empires in history. His heirs continued his legacy, further expanding Mongol rule
and ultimately contributing to the founding of modern China. This article delves
into the fascinating history of Genghis Khan, his successors, and their influence
on the formation of China as we know it today.

The Rise of Genghis Khan

Genghis Khan, originally named Temujin, was born in 1162 into a nomadic tribe in
Mongolia. Although he faced numerous hardships in his early life, including the
murder of his father and the betrayal of his clan, he displayed exceptional
leadership skills from a young age. Through alliances and military conquests,
Genghis Khan united disparate Mongol tribes and emerged as the supreme ruler
of the Mongol Empire in 1206.

Under Genghis Khan's leadership, the Mongol Empire experienced a period of
tremendous growth. His military campaigns expanded the empire's borders,
stretching from China in the east to Europe in the west. Genghis Khan's army
was known for its superior tactics, including swift cavalry maneuvers and
ingenious siege warfare strategies. These victories conferred him the title of
"Universal Ruler" and made him a feared figure throughout Asia and beyond.
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The Legacy of Genghis Khan

Genghis Khan's empire, although short-lived in terms of his lifetime, laid the
foundation for future conquests and played a pivotal role in world history. After his
death in 1227, his sons and grandsons continued his conquests, expanding the
Mongol Empire's boundaries. They carried on their father's military strategies and
further developed the empire's administrative and governance systems.

One of Genghis Khan's most significant contributions was the unification of the
Silk Road trade routes. Prior to his rule, the Silk Road was a fragmented network
of individual trading paths. Genghis Khan's empire brought stability and security
to the region, fostering trade and cultural exchange between East and West. This
had a profound impact on the economies and societies of the countries along the
Silk Road, including China.

The Mongols and the Founding of Modern China

The Mongol conquest of China began during Genghis Khan's reign but was
largely completed by his successors. In 1271, Kublai Khan, Genghis Khan's
grandson, established the Yuan Dynasty and became the first non-Chinese ruler
to govern the entire country. The Yuan Dynasty lasted for almost a century, during
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which China saw significant cultural, economic, and administrative changes
influenced by the Mongol rulers.

Kublai Khan and his descendants embraced aspects of Chinese culture while
maintaining their Mongol identity. They adopted the Chinese language for court
affairs and introduced various administrative reforms, such as a standardized
legal code and an efficient taxation system. The Mongols also promoted trade
and commerce, stimulating economic prosperity during their rule.

However, the Mongol domination of China was not without challenges.
Resistance movements, such as the Red Turban Rebellion, emerged in different
parts of the country. These rebellions sought to restore Chinese rule and regain
independence from the Mongols. The Yuan Dynasty faced internal conflicts and
economic difficulties, ultimately leading to its downfall.

The Ming Dynasty and Beyond

The Mongol rule in China came to an end with the establishment of the Ming
Dynasty in 1368. The founder of the Ming Dynasty, Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, led
a successful rebellion against the Mongols and became the first Chinese ruler in
over a century. His dynasty ushered in a period of cultural and intellectual
flourishing, known as the Ming Golden Age.

The Ming Dynasty marked a return to Chinese traditions and values, distancing
itself from Mongol influence. The capital was moved to Beijing, and the
construction of the magnificent Forbidden City began. The Ming emperors
pursued extensive naval expeditions, expanding China's influence beyond its
borders.

While the Mongol rule in China lasted less than a century, its impact was
profound. The Mongols opened China to the rest of the world, facilitating cross-



cultural exchange and laying the groundwork for the global interconnectedness
we witness today. Their rule influenced Chinese governance, trade, and even the
integration of different cultural elements into Chinese society.

Genghis Khan and his heirs played a critical role in the founding of modern
China. Through their military prowess, administrative reforms, and promotion of
commerce, the Mongols left an indelible mark on Chinese history. The impact of
their rule, although met with resistance and ultimately overthrown, facilitated the
exchange of ideas, goods, and technologies between East and West, shaping the
development of China and the world at large.
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Genghis Khan is one of history's immortals: a leader of genius, driven by an
inspiring vision for peaceful world rule. Believing he was divinely protected,
Genghis united warring clans to create a nation and then an empire that ran
across much of Asia.
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Under his grandson, Kublai Khan, the vision evolved into a more complex
religious ideology, justifying further expansion. Kublai doubled the empire's size
until, in the late 13th century, he and the rest of Genghis’s ‘Golden Family’
controlled one fifth of the inhabited world. Along the way, he conquered all China,
gave the nation the borders it has today, and then, finally, discovered the limits to
growth.

Genghis's dream of world rule turned out to be a fantasy. And yet, in terms of the
sheer scale of the conquests, never has a vision and the character of one man
had such an effect on the world.

Charting the evolution of this vision, John Man provides a unique account of the
Mongol Empire, from young Genghis to old Kublai, from a rejected teenager to
the world’s most powerful emperor.
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