
How Big Business Destroyed The American
Dream - The Thom Hartmann Hidden History
Throughout the course of American history, the pursuit of the American Dream
has been at the forefront of society's collective consciousness. It is the belief that
with hard work, determination, and a fair chance, anyone can achieve success
and prosperity. However, in recent decades, this once widely-held belief has been
eroding, and many argue that big business is to blame. In this article, we will
explore the hidden history behind how big business has contributed to the
destruction of the American Dream, as outlined by author and radio host Thom
Hartmann.

An Overview of the American Dream

The American Dream, as defined by James Truslow Adams in 1931, is the notion
that "life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for
each according to ability or achievement." It encompasses the ideals of upward
mobility, economic prosperity, and social equality. For centuries, immigrants from
around the world have flocked to the United States in pursuit of this dream,
motivated by the belief that hard work and determination will lead to a better life
for themselves and their families.

The Rise of Big Business

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, a wave of industrialization and
technological advancements swept across America. The advent of railroads, the
expansion of factories, and the rise of corporations resulted in the birth of big
business. This new era brought about considerable economic growth and
prosperity, but it also marked the beginning of a power shift where large
corporations held increasing influence over politics, society, and the economy.
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The Concentration of Wealth

As big business gained prominence, so did income inequality. The wealthy elite
amassed enormous fortunes, while the majority of the population struggled to
make ends meet. This concentration of wealth had profound consequences for
the American Dream, as it created an uneven playing field where opportunities
became more limited for those without financial means. The gap between the rich
and the poor grew wider, undermining the notion that hard work alone could
guarantee success.

The Erosion of Workers' Rights

With the rise of big business came the erosion of workers' rights. As corporations
grew in power, they actively sought to suppress labor movements and avoid
providing fair compensation and safe working conditions for their employees. By
engaging in anti-union tactics and lobbying against labor laws, big business
stifled the ability of workers to negotiate for fair wages and better working
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conditions. Consequently, the American Dream became increasingly out of reach
for many workers who found themselves trapped in low-paying, precarious jobs.

The Influence of Money in Politics

In recent decades, the influence of big business in politics has escalated to
unprecedented levels. Through political contributions, lobbying efforts, and the
funding of think tanks and policy institutes, powerful corporate interests have
gained significant control over government decision-making. This has resulted in
policies that favor big business, often at the expense of ordinary citizens. The
American Dream, once symbolized by the belief that democracy empowers
individuals, has been overshadowed by the power of money and corporate
influence.

Corporate Tax Evasion and Inequality

One of the most glaring examples of how big business has contributed to the
destruction of the American Dream is through corporate tax evasion. Many large
companies exploit loopholes and offshore accounts to avoid paying their fair
share of taxes. As a result, essential public services such as education,
healthcare, and infrastructure suffer from lack of funding, while the burden of
taxation falls disproportionately on the middle class and working poor. This
economic inequality further erodes opportunities for upward mobility, perpetuating
a system where success is increasingly predetermined by wealth and privilege
rather than merit.

The American Dream, once a beacon of hope for countless individuals, is
gradually fading away under the influence of big business. The concentration of
wealth, erosion of workers' rights, influence of money in politics, and corporate
tax evasion have all played a substantial role in undermining the ideals of
economic prosperity and social equality. As we confront the hidden history of how



big business has destroyed the American Dream, it becomes evident that
addressing these issues is crucial for a more equitable and prosperous future.
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“This is the most important, dynamic book on the cancers of monopoly by giant
corporations written in our generation.”—from the foreword by Ralph Nader

American monopolies dominate, control, and consume most of the energy of our
entire economic system; they function the same as cancer does in a body, and,
like cancer, they weaken our systems while threatening to crash the entire body
economic. American monopolies have also seized massive political power and
use it to maintain their obscene profits and CEO salaries while crushing small
competitors.

But Thom Hartmann, America's #1 progressive radio host, shows we've broken
the control of behemoths like these before, and we can do it again.
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Hartmann takes us from the birth of America as a revolt against monopoly
(remember the Boston Tea Party?), to the largely successful efforts of both
Presidents Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt and other like-minded leaders to
restrain corporations' monopolistic urges, to the massive changes in the rules of
business starting during the “Reagan Revolution” that have brought us to the
cancer stage of capitalism.

He shows the damage monopolies have done to so many industries: agriculture,
healthcare, the media, and more. Individuals have taken a hit as well: the
average American family pays a $5,000 a year “monopoly tax” in the form of
higher prices for everything from pharmaceuticals to airfare to household goods
and food. But Hartmann also describes commonsense, historically rooted
measures we can take—such as revitalizing antitrust regulation, taxing great
wealth, and getting money out of politics—to pry control of our country from the
tentacles of the monopolists.

How Big Business Destroyed The American
Dream - The Thom Hartmann Hidden History
Throughout the course of American history, the pursuit of the American
Dream has been at the forefront of society's collective consciousness. It
is the belief that with hard...

Experience the Thriving Journey of a Growing
Tech Company in Texas
Everything is bigger in Texas, including the technology landscape. The
Lone Star State is home to a burgeoning tech industry that is redefining
the way we live, work, and...

http://epilogueepic.com/How%20Big%20Business%20Destroyed%20The%20American%20Dream%20-%20The%20Thom%20Hartmann%20Hidden%20History.pdf?k=YmVQSzFZekJpVmRneG5ESnBGbEd3blR5Y25lVUhjMGdRb1kyTVQ3Mk9rNTFBaUQ3RUNnaVU0cVFkUDZYZWRsRVFmM2RVSUtjSklrTU5IVi9CcEE2SnkxUVRNaG1QQ3RRSlRWa1MxYTRQdXFoSFdHNnFaZ255NmZmNlZqNUlyRFpnREhjbmFvczFMZlU3WXV4Q3RDWFNJQVYvVDNzRTM5NDFLZ004aE0yL3prPQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/How%20Big%20Business%20Destroyed%20The%20American%20Dream%20-%20The%20Thom%20Hartmann%20Hidden%20History.pdf?k=YmVQSzFZekJpVmRneG5ESnBGbEd3blR5Y25lVUhjMGdRb1kyTVQ3Mk9rNTFBaUQ3RUNnaVU0cVFkUDZYZWRsRVFmM2RVSUtjSklrTU5IVi9CcEE2SnkxUVRNaG1QQ3RRSlRWa1MxYTRQdXFoSFdHNnFaZ255NmZmNlZqNUlyRFpnREhjbmFvczFMZlU3WXV4Q3RDWFNJQVYvVDNzRTM5NDFLZ004aE0yL3prPQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Experience%20the%20Thriving%20Journey%20of%20a%20Growing%20Tech%20Company%20in%20Texas.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/Experience%20the%20Thriving%20Journey%20of%20a%20Growing%20Tech%20Company%20in%20Texas.pdf


The 10 Essential Truths You Need To Know
About Your Money
Money is an essential aspect of our lives. Whether we like it or not, it
plays a vital role in our day-to-day activities, decisions, and future plans.
However, despite its...

Heartthrob Del Balboa Cafe Al Apartheid And
Back - The Enthralling Journey
Deep within the heart of a bustling city lies a hidden gem that has stood
the test of time. The Balboa Cafe Al Apartheid is no ordinary café; it
boasts a rich history, a...

The Call Of The Osprey Scientists In The Field:
Exploring the Majestic World of These
Magnificent Birds
"Prepare for a breathtaking journey as we uncover the mysterious world
of ospreys and the relentless pursuit of scientific discovery. Immerse
yourself in their awe-inspiring...

Have Yourself a Furry Little Christmas on
Sesame Street!
When it comes to Christmas specials that warm our hearts and put
smiles on our faces, Sesame Street has never failed to deliver. Year after
year, children and adults alike...

http://epilogueepic.com/The%2010%20Essential%20Truths%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20About%20Your%20Money.pdf?k=cDJaSjBoSm5ZZlg2RFdHdld4T1l6Q1NVTDlDSFRjcUFlbmlvRnpFaEdCL0JBZm9NbzllNGR6eS81S2xXWTJKeXg4YXVVcVRvRTNSdG1WMER5MVIrTWllM2F4Smc5dDBieU1udW1mL3VLWnI5ZW9WVVhlWjhsTk1aOHpsL21ZVDZSY254UHlJR3NORHpYRVZORjc1NTFRPT0=:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%2010%20Essential%20Truths%20You%20Need%20To%20Know%20About%20Your%20Money.pdf?k=cDJaSjBoSm5ZZlg2RFdHdld4T1l6Q1NVTDlDSFRjcUFlbmlvRnpFaEdCL0JBZm9NbzllNGR6eS81S2xXWTJKeXg4YXVVcVRvRTNSdG1WMER5MVIrTWllM2F4Smc5dDBieU1udW1mL3VLWnI5ZW9WVVhlWjhsTk1aOHpsL21ZVDZSY254UHlJR3NORHpYRVZORjc1NTFRPT0=:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Heartthrob%20Del%20Balboa%20Cafe%20Al%20Apartheid%20And%20Back%20-%20The%20Enthralling%20Journey.pdf?k=dW9rRDdvakVSWERLa3lWYnhDM2d6RThZQUx6VHNTejdvVmpOZDdueVA5cEZ3d1ZqNkM1cGNCMUtlWWtlOFB6SDlLRUxqUkRvV1h6dVlpNkdubnFaSmc9PQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Heartthrob%20Del%20Balboa%20Cafe%20Al%20Apartheid%20And%20Back%20-%20The%20Enthralling%20Journey.pdf?k=dW9rRDdvakVSWERLa3lWYnhDM2d6RThZQUx6VHNTejdvVmpOZDdueVA5cEZ3d1ZqNkM1cGNCMUtlWWtlOFB6SDlLRUxqUkRvV1h6dVlpNkdubnFaSmc9PQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Call%20Of%20The%20Osprey%20Scientists%20In%20The%20Field%20Exploring%20the%20Majestic%20World%20of%20These%20Magnificent%20Birds.pdf?k=VGpCTVMzS0ZVMjdUeGZJN3lYbWhGVG93emFPQmsvQmpnMWM0bE9ETkpKT0pzSGw0clp4SlhkSE5aOHlvYjMxZFY2MjUzTE84ZUd4aU1yb1R1U2pCTEE9PQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/The%20Call%20Of%20The%20Osprey%20Scientists%20In%20The%20Field%20Exploring%20the%20Majestic%20World%20of%20These%20Magnificent%20Birds.pdf?k=VGpCTVMzS0ZVMjdUeGZJN3lYbWhGVG93emFPQmsvQmpnMWM0bE9ETkpKT0pzSGw0clp4SlhkSE5aOHlvYjMxZFY2MjUzTE84ZUd4aU1yb1R1U2pCTEE9PQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Have%20Yourself%20a%20Furry%20Little%20Christmas%20on%20Sesame%20Street%21.pdf?k=QXNZdThOTEo4NkRrQkNPS3N6WWNYeDNLNFdyamFDMVZJYjZjdmxja1lueW1YN1ZRSU0rNVlRMzZnUUw5VkswT2diV0l0UVBWNXFLN3RrN2drMDd1MEE9PQ==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Have%20Yourself%20a%20Furry%20Little%20Christmas%20on%20Sesame%20Street%21.pdf?k=QXNZdThOTEo4NkRrQkNPS3N6WWNYeDNLNFdyamFDMVZJYjZjdmxja1lueW1YN1ZRSU0rNVlRMzZnUUw5VkswT2diV0l0UVBWNXFLN3RrN2drMDd1MEE9PQ==:f4


Discover the mesmerizing tale of Malachi and
the Dragon: A captivating journey into the world
of fantasy and magic
HTML format: Once upon a time in a land far, far away, there lived a
young hero named Malachi. This brave soul would embark on an
extraordinary adventure filled with...

Unveiling the Truth: Myths Vs Facts Of
Cryptocurrency
If you've heard about cryptocurrency, chances are you've also come
across numerous myths circulating around this innovative digital form of
currency. In this article,...

http://epilogueepic.com/Discover%20the%20mesmerizing%20tale%20of%20Malachi%20and%20the%20Dragon%20A%20captivating%20journey%20into%20the%20world%20of%20fantasy%20and%20magic.pdf?k=RDE4MCtEUkdiTk9BUlVXcmVZMEtMVnRtK0pWZjZhQ1RCK0dacHI2dlNjRUh6UUErOS9FbmJjTGNySGZnUGE5cA==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Discover%20the%20mesmerizing%20tale%20of%20Malachi%20and%20the%20Dragon%20A%20captivating%20journey%20into%20the%20world%20of%20fantasy%20and%20magic.pdf?k=RDE4MCtEUkdiTk9BUlVXcmVZMEtMVnRtK0pWZjZhQ1RCK0dacHI2dlNjRUh6UUErOS9FbmJjTGNySGZnUGE5cA==:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Unveiling%20the%20Truth%20Myths%20Vs%20Facts%20Of%20Cryptocurrency.pdf?k=MnloSHRGaWF1YnQ5QjBRSVRtdTlKa1hpVXpUZHovL1VFVi81SEd4ak0ydVRSOWdiTUVHZEZucXF3NXhObG5qK0lyUFUwN3pMVDhrMEdTUDVlZXgzWmVxdkxwQVo2cm5IcjNQYnhoSDlyd2lvWWNSMm12MWZia2J2UEY5NFpUSGhPZ0tEQ0pYU3dRcVF5TnBuSWxvOEorVWhIem1VMkF4S3dMTWhxVWc3dkJHUXBGN0w4Mkw2ZE1TU0plQzlVYitaayt4bVRRcVVzWWpWcFdhTWRYY08zQT09:f4
http://epilogueepic.com/Unveiling%20the%20Truth%20Myths%20Vs%20Facts%20Of%20Cryptocurrency.pdf?k=MnloSHRGaWF1YnQ5QjBRSVRtdTlKa1hpVXpUZHovL1VFVi81SEd4ak0ydVRSOWdiTUVHZEZucXF3NXhObG5qK0lyUFUwN3pMVDhrMEdTUDVlZXgzWmVxdkxwQVo2cm5IcjNQYnhoSDlyd2lvWWNSMm12MWZia2J2UEY5NFpUSGhPZ0tEQ0pYU3dRcVF5TnBuSWxvOEorVWhIem1VMkF4S3dMTWhxVWc3dkJHUXBGN0w4Mkw2ZE1TU0plQzlVYitaayt4bVRRcVVzWWpWcFdhTWRYY08zQT09:f4

