
How China Treasure Fleet Conquered The Sea
In the 15th century, under the visionary leadership of Zheng He, China embarked
on a series of legendary voyages that would define its place in maritime history.
Zheng He's Treasure Fleet, as it came to be known, astonished the world with its
size, technological innovation, and profound impact on global trade routes. This
article delves into the fascinating story of how China's Treasure Fleet conquered
the sea and left an indelible mark on the course of history.

The Birth of the Treasure Fleet

During the Ming Dynasty, the Chinese emperor Zhu Di recognized the potential of
maritime expeditions to assert the country's power and expand its influence. He
appointed Zheng He, a eunuch and trusted advisor, to lead a fleet of ships on a
mission of exploration and diplomacy.

Between 1405 and 1433, the Treasure Fleet made seven momentous voyages,
venturing into the South China Sea, Indian Ocean, Persian Gulf, and even
reaching the eastern coast of Africa. The fleet comprised hundreds of ships,
including massive treasure ships stretching over 400 feet in length, dwarfing any
other vessels of their time.
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The Technological Marvels of the Fleet

What made China's Treasure Fleet so remarkable were the technological
innovations it employed. The treasure ships were equipped with advanced
navigational instruments, including compasses, astronomical tools, and large
rudders that allowed for improved stability and maneuverability.

The fleet also showcased awe-inspiring feats of engineering. The treasure ships
had multiple decks, spacious compartments, and storage rooms capable of
carrying vast amounts of valuable goods. They were adorned with magnificent
decor, including silk curtains, golden statues, and even live animals.

Diplomacy and Trade Expansion

While Zheng He's voyages were certainly ambitious, their primary purpose was
not conquest but diplomacy and trade expansion. The fleet aimed to establish
tribute relationships and secure advantageous trade agreements with kingdoms
and city-states they encountered along their journeys.

By forging alliances and showcasing China's might, the Treasure Fleet
successfully cemented its dominance in the region. It brought back exotic
treasures such as spices, precious gems, ivory, and even giraffes, which were
viewed as marvels in China.

The Fleet's Legacy and Decline

Despite the immense success of the Treasure Fleet, it faced internal opposition
and a shift in political priorities. Its expeditions were costly, and some officials
believed the funds could be better utilized within the empire. As a result, after the
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seventh voyage, the treasure ships were left to rot in harbor and the exploration
era came to an abrupt end.

However, the legacy of Zheng He's Treasure Fleet cannot be understated. It had
a lasting impact on global maritime trade, shaping the routes and networks that
connected distant lands. It influenced the rise of cities such as Malacca, which
became a bustling international trading hub.

Moreover, the Treasure Fleet left an indelible mark on China's perception of itself
as a dominant power. It instilled a sense of national pride and demonstrated the
country's willingness to explore and engage with the wider world.

China's Treasure Fleet, under the leadership of Zheng He, stands as a testament
to the country's maritime prowess and its quest for exploration. The fleet's
technological marvels, diplomatic achievements, and lasting legacy continue to
inspire awe and fascination. The story of how China's Treasure Fleet conquered
the sea is a captivating saga of discovery, diplomacy, and trade that shaped the
course of world history.
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From New York Times bestselling author Laurence Bergreen and author Sara
Fray comes this immaculately researched history for young readers detailing the
life of Zheng He, his complex and enduring friendship with his emperor, and the
epic Seven Voyages he led that would establish China as a global power.

1405. The central coast of China.

At nearly seven feet tall, Admiral Zheng He looked out at the sea before him.

For the next three decades, the oceans would be his home, as he would
command over 1,500 ships and thousands of sailors in seven journeys that would
predate the heart of the European Age of Exploration. Over his seven epic
journeys, Zheng He explored the Northern Pacific and Indian Oceans, traveling
as far as the east coast of Africa, expanding Chinese power globally, warring with
pirates, and capturing enemies along the way in the name of his emperor, Zhu Di.
But this giant figure was not always at the helm of a ship.
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