
How Girl With Cerebral Palsy Beat The Odds
To Achieve Success

Living with cerebral palsy can be immensely challenging, but one young girl has
defied all odds to achieve incredible success. Meet Emily, a determined and
inspiring individual who has truly embraced life, shattering stereotypes and
breaking barriers along the way. Despite facing numerous obstacles, Emily's
journey serves as a testament to the power of perseverance, resilience, and
unwavering determination.
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Diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy

Emily was diagnosed with cerebral palsy at the age of two, a condition that
affects muscle tone, coordination, and motor skills. Doctors informed her parents
about the potential challenges she might face in her daily life, including difficulties
with movement and speech. However, they also emphasized the importance of
early intervention therapies and support systems to help her navigate these
obstacles.
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Early Challenges and Support

Emily's parents were determined to provide her with the best opportunities for
growth and development. They enrolled her in various early intervention
therapies, such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, and speech therapy.
These therapies aimed at improving her muscle strength, coordination, and
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communication skills. Emily worked tirelessly, with her parents supporting and
encouraging her every step of the way.

Education: A Stepping Stone to Success

Throughout her educational journey, Emily encountered both physical and social
challenges. Everyday tasks that most take for granted, such as writing, using a
computer, or even walking, required significant effort on her part. However, with
adaptive equipment and a team of dedicated teachers, she overcame these
obstacles.



Emily excelled academically, proving that cerebral palsy does not define one's
potential. Her diligence and unwavering perseverance allowed her to not only
keep up with her peers but surpass their expectations. She developed a thirst for
knowledge, pursuing subjects that fascinated her and igniting a passion for
lifelong learning.

Pursuing Her Passion
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Despite the physical challenges that accompanied her condition, Emily
discovered her love for art. Through painting and drawing, she found solace,
expressing her emotions and creativity. Her artwork gained recognition, and she
participated in various local exhibitions, leaving audiences in awe of her talent.

Championing for Disability Rights
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As Emily grew older, she realized the importance of advocating for the rights of
individuals with disabilities. Motivated by her own experiences, she became
actively involved in local initiatives, organizations, and campaigns that aimed to
create a more inclusive society. Emily's determination to break down societal
barriers has brought about positive change, inspiring others with disabilities to
pursue their dreams.

Unyielding Spirit and Lasting Impact

Today, Emily continues to defy expectations and make a lasting impact on the
world around her. Not only has she succeeded academically, but she has also
become an accomplished public speaker. Through her engaging talks, she
shares her story and inspires countless individuals to embrace their uniqueness,
overcome obstacles, and strive for success against all odds.



Emily's journey is a testament to the power of determination, resilience, and the
human spirit. Her story serves as a reminder that success knows no physical
boundaries and that anyone, regardless of their circumstances, can achieve
greatness. So, let Emily's triumph over adversity be an inspiration to us all,
propelling us to reach for the stars and conquer our own challenges.
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Karen A. Gorr details her struggle to learn to walk, talk, and stick up for herself, to
escape a life of abuse and isolation in an institution for the “feeble minded.” With
determination, stubbornness, willpower, and a sense of humor, Ms. Gorr
transforms herself from a “limp rag doll” into a scholarship student, teacher,
speaker, wife, mother, and advocate for those with mental and physical
disabilities. Ms. Gorr proves by example that even the worst odds cannot quash
the will to succeed.

About the Author and Collaborator:

Karen was born April 6, 1937. At 6 months old she was stricken with rickets which
her mother believed at the time left her afflicted with Cerebral Palsy, caused by
the very high fever she endured. At three years old, Karen and her five year old
brother were admitted to an institution. Their father had died when she was three.
Karen’s brother died in the institution from pneumonia.
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Ten years later, Karen’s mom took her to live with her in Pierre, SD, where she
learned to walk, started school at age 13 in the 3rd grade, and completed high
school in 1959. She entered Northern State College’s Special Education
Program, completing two internships: Mentally Handicapped and Physically
Handicapped. She then completed Student Teaching. She went on to teach for 20
years at the high school level.

Co-writer Duane Hickler, received his education at Litchfield High School in
Litchfield, MN and Olivet Nazarene College in Kankakee, IL. He farmed for 25
years and then became a District Sales Manager in the seed corn industry,
recruiting sales personal and direct selling to farmers in a three state area.
Reading and now writing have become major interests in his senior years.
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