
How James Kelly Nose Saved The New York
City Subway
The New York City subway system is one of the busiest and most iconic public
transportation networks in the world. Every day, millions of people rely on this
extensive subway network to commute to work, explore the city, and connect with
various parts of the metropolis. However, not many know the intriguing story of
how one man's keen sense of smell played a crucial role in saving the subway
system from a disaster that could have jeopardized its existence.

James Kelly Nose, a former employee of the New York City Subway, may not be
a familiar name to most commuters, but his heroic actions have significantly
impacted the safety and reliability of the subway network. It all started on a fateful
day in 1995, when James, a dedicated maintenance worker, noticed an unusual
smell in one of the subway stations.

As an ardent believer in the "better safe than sorry" approach, James
immediately reported the peculiar odor to his superiors. Little did he know that his
alertness and quick thinking would uncover a major electrical malfunction that
could have resulted in a catastrophic event.
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The New York City Subway is powered by a complex electrical system that runs
underground, supplying power to the trains and running various auxiliary
systems. Any malfunction in this system could lead to severe consequences,
such as power outages, service disruptions, or worse, fires and explosions.

Upon receiving James' complaint, the authorities promptly dispatched a team of
experts to investigate the issue. It didn't take long for them to discover that a
faulty wire in the electrical system was on the brink of catching fire. Had James
not detected the odor and reported it in time, the consequences could have been
unimaginable.

Joyce Thompson, the then-chairperson of the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, hailed James as a hero and rewarded him for his invaluable
contribution to subway safety. His actions not only prevented a potential disaster
but also served as a wake-up call for the authorities to address the aging
infrastructure and invest in better maintenance practices.

The incident prompted a thorough review of the subway system's electrical
infrastructure, resulting in upgraded systems and technologies being
implemented. This investment significantly improved the overall reliability and
safety of the subway and restored public confidence in the system.

James Kelly Nose's heroic act also highlighted the importance of having a vigilant
workforce that can identify potential issues and report them promptly. It served as
a reminder to the authorities that ensuring the safety of the subway system is not
only their responsibility but also the responsibility of every employee.

Following the incident, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority launched a
comprehensive training program to educate subway employees about identifying
potential hazards and reporting them promptly. This initiative not only further



enhanced the safety culture within the organization but also empowered
employees to actively contribute to the well-being of the subway system.

The story of James Kelly Nose's involvement in saving the New York City Subway
spread like wildfire, capturing the attention of people far beyond the confines of
the subway. It became a symbol of resilience and the power of individual actions
in making a difference.

The heroic tale of James Kelly Nose serves as a constant reminder to subway
users about the importance of staying vigilant while commuting. It encourages
everyone to report any unusual or suspicious activities observed within the station
premises and on the trains.

The incident not only had a lasting impact on the safety and reliability of the
subway but also highlights the need for continuous investment in infrastructure to
ensure the long-term viability of the system. Recognizing the critical role played
by dedicated employees like James, the authorities have since implemented
various programs to reward and encourage vigilance amongst the subway staff.

In , James Kelly Nose's alertness and prompt action in reporting an unusual smell
in a New York City subway station played a pivotal role in preventing a potential
disaster. His heroic act brought about significant improvements in the subway's
safety infrastructure, leading to a more reliable and secure transportation network
for millions of people in the city. It is a testament to the power of individual actions
and the collective responsibility towards public safety.
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James "Smelly" Kelly used his super-senses and intelligence to make sure that
the New York City subway in the 1930s ran safely throughout his lifetime and
beyond.

James Kelly smelled EVERYTHING: rats in the shed; circus elephants a mile
away; tomorrow's rain. His sense of smell was EXTRAORDINARY. But what good
was a powerful nose? How could his super-sniffer make him special? In the New
York City subway, James found his calling--and earned the nickname "Smelly"
Kelly. Armed with his super-sniffer and the tools he invented, he tracked down
leaks from the dangerous to the disgusting, from the comical to the bizarre. Then,
he sprang into action to prevent cave-ins and explosions in the tunnels beneath
the city. Smelly Kelly not only hunted leaks but also saved lives--and he
discovered the truly extraordinary power inside him. Beth Anderson's fast-paced
text and Jenn Harney's comical illustrations bring to life this everyday superhero.
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