How Marjory Saved The Everglades Forever: A
Heroic Tale of Environmental Triumph!

The Everglades, one of America's most treasured natural wonders, is home to a
diverse array of wildlife and habitats. But this fragile ecosystem was at the brink
of destruction, threatened by human activities and neglect. Thankfully, Marjory
Stoneman Douglas stepped up to fight for its preservation. Her unwavering
determination and relentless efforts transformed her into a true environmental

hero, helping save the Everglades from impending doom.

The State of the Everglades - An Environmental Crisis

Before we delve into Marjory's incredible journey, we must understand the dire
situation the Everglades were facing. Due to agricultural expansion, urban
development, and water diversion, this once majestic ecosystem was being
drained and destroyed, putting countless species at risk of extinction. The
delicate balance of nature was on the verge of collapse, and urgent action was

needed to reverse the damage.

Marjory Stoneman Douglas - A Woman on a Mission

Marjory Stoneman Douglas, a passionate writer and environmentalist, was deeply
moved by the beauty and importance of the Everglades. Born in 1890, she
witnessed firsthand the rapid degradation of this unique landscape. Determined
to save it, she embarked on a lifelong mission to raise awareness about the

Everglades and spearhead efforts to protect it.
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Marjory's groundbreaking book, "The Everglades: River of Grass," published in
1947, became a cornerstone in environmental literature. She used her eloquent
words to shed light on the importance of the Everglades and the imminent threat
it faced. Her captivating descriptions of the ecosystem's wonders sparked a

profound sense of urgency in readers worldwide.

Championing the Cause - Fighting for Legislation

A passionate advocate, Marjory dedicated herself to rallying support for the
Everglades. She co-founded the Friends of the Everglades in 1969, a nonprofit
organization committed to preserving the delicate balance of this ecosystem.
Through tireless grassroots efforts, Marjory helped shape public opinion and

mobilize activists to stand up for this important cause.

Marjory's unwavering commitment eventually led to significant legislative
victories. Her efforts were instrumental in the creation of the Everglades National
Park in 1947, ensuring the area's protection for generations to come. She fought
tirelessly against lawmakers and multinational companies seeking to exploit the
Everglades for profit, ensuring that its ecological value was not overshadowed by

greed.

The Legacy Lives On - Marjory's Impact Today
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Thanks to Marjory Stoneman Douglas, the Everglades stands as a testament to
the power of one person's determination. Her pivotal role in raising awareness
about the ecosystem's significance and advocating for its preservation sparked a
global movement. Today, her work continues to inspire countless individuals,
reminding us that we all have a role to play in protecting our planet's precious

resources.

Marjory's legacy extends beyond the Everglades. Her influence led to the
establishment of countless environmental organizations and legislation, not just in
Florida but across the United States. In her lifetime, she received numerous
accolades for her environmental activism, including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1993.

The Everglades Flourish Once More

The Everglades, once on the verge of collapse, has experienced a remarkable
recovery thanks to ongoing conservation efforts. The restoration of wetlands, the
re of native species, and improved water management have significantly

improved the health of this unique ecosystem.

However, much work remains to be done. The fight for the Everglades is far from
over, and Marjory Stoneman Douglas would undoubtedly encourage us all to join

the battle for its continued restoration and protection.

Preserving Nature for Future Generations

As we reflect on Marjory's remarkable achievements, let us be reminded of the
power each individual possesses to make a difference. Whether through
supporting environmental organizations, advocating for legislation, or simply
educating others about the importance of conservation, we can all contribute to

the preservation of our planet's natural wonders.



The story of Marjory Stoneman Douglas and the Everglades should serve as a
profound inspiration for generations to come. By following in her footsteps, we
can strive to protect our environment, ensuring a sustainable and thriving planet

for future generations.
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“Vibrant...an ideal starting point for further learning.” —School Library Journal“A

lively portrayal of Douglas as a remarkable individual and a significant

environmental activist.” —Booklist

From acclaimed children’s book biographer Sandra Neil Wallace comes the
inspiring and little-known story of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, the remarkable

journalist who saved the Florida Everglades from development and ruin.

Marjory Stoneman Douglas didn’t intend to write about the Everglades but when
she returned to Florida from World War |, she hardly recognized the place that
was her home. The Florida that Marjory knew was rapidly disappearing—the rare

orchids, magnificent birds, and massive trees disappearing with it.

Marjory couldn’t sit back and watch her home be destroyed—she had to do

something. Thanks to Marjory, a part of the Everglades became a national park
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and the first park not created for sightseeing, but for the benefit of animals and
plants. Without Marjory, the part of her home that she loved so much would have

been destroyed instead of the protected wildlife reserve it has become today.
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