
How One Texas Town Stood Up To Big Oil And
Gas
Once upon a time, in the lone star state of Texas, a small town named Jefferson
found itself at the epicenter of a battle. It was a battle that pitted the interests of
big oil and gas corporations against the health and well-being of its own people.
This is a story of how the residents of Jefferson stood up to these giants and
fought for their rights, their environment, and their future.

The Rise of Big Oil and Gas

For decades, Texas has been a hub for the oil and gas industry. The discovery of
vast oil reserves in the early 20th century brought wealth and prosperity to the
state. Towns sprung up around drilling sites, and companies multiplied as the
industry boomed. Texas became synonymous with big oil and gas. But with this
growth came consequences.

The extraction and processing of oil and gas have significant environmental
impacts. Fracking, a technique used to extract natural gas, has been linked to
groundwater pollution and seismic activity. The burning of fossil fuels releases
greenhouse gases, contributing to climate change. These consequences were
beginning to be felt, not only across the globe but also in the very heart of Texas.
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Jefferson: A Town Divided

Jefferson, a small town nestled in the rural countryside, was heavily reliant on the
oil and gas industry. Many residents worked for the corporations that dominated
the region. For years, life seemed intertwined with the success of these giants.
But as the negative impacts became more apparent, a divide grew within the
town.

On one side were those who believed that the industry brought jobs and
economic prosperity to the area. They argued that the negative consequences,
while unfortunate, were the price to pay to maintain their way of life. On the other
side were those who saw the destruction caused by the extraction and
processing of oil and gas. They voiced concerns about pollution, health risks, and
the long-term sustainability of their community.

A Call for Change

As tensions rose, a group of concerned citizens came together to address the
issues facing their town. They formed grassroots organizations and started
raising awareness about the negative impacts of the oil and gas industry. They
spoke at town meetings, organized protests, and reached out to local media to
amplify their message.

One of the key figures in this movement was Sarah Thompson, a lifelong resident
of Jefferson. Sarah had grown up witnessing the changing landscape and wanted
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to protect her town for future generations. She rallied community members and
encouraged them to get involved in the fight against big oil and gas.

Challenging Big Oil and Gas

The first major battle came when a multinational corporation announced plans to
build a large oil refinery on the outskirts of town. The news was met with outrage
from residents who feared the detrimental effects it would have on their health
and the environment. Sarah and her fellow activists sprang into action, organizing
town hall meetings and collecting signatures for petitions.

With mounting pressure, the corporation was forced to reconsider its plans. The
fight had been won, but the war was far from over. Sarah and her allies knew they
needed to continue their efforts in order to bring about lasting change.

Regulations and Policies

Realizing that challenging big oil and gas required a strategic approach, the
residents of Jefferson began pushing for stricter regulations and policies. They
reached out to local and state officials, demanding stronger environmental
protections and more accountability from the industry.

In a groundbreaking move, Sarah helped lead a successful campaign for a local
ordinance that would limit fracking operations within a certain distance from
homes and schools. This was a significant victory, as it set a precedent for other
communities in Texas and beyond.

Engaging the Community

One of the key factors in the success of the movement was the ability to engage
the wider community. The activists organized educational workshops, inviting
experts to speak about the environmental and health impacts of the industry.



They held fundraisers to support their cause and created a sense of unity within
the town.

Over time, more and more residents began to recognize the importance of
standing up to big oil and gas. They saw their town as more than just a source of
profit for these corporations. They saw it as their home, their sanctuary, and their
responsibility to protect.

A Glimmer of Hope

As the movement gained momentum, Jefferson became a symbol of resistance
against the dominance of big oil and gas. Their story inspired other communities
across Texas and the country to stand up for their rights and the environment.
National media outlets started covering their efforts, shining a spotlight on their
fight for justice.

The battle was not without its losses and setbacks. Big oil and gas continued to
push back, using their vast resources and political influence to protect their
interests. But Sarah and her allies remained defiant, driven by a deep love for
their town and a determination to create a better future.

A Legacy of Courage

Today, Jefferson serves as a testament to the power of grassroots movements
and the resilience of small communities. Their fight against big oil and gas
sparked a wave of change that continues to ripple through Texas and beyond.
The residents of Jefferson proved that even in the face of seemingly
insurmountable opposition, ordinary people can make a difference.

As the sun sets on the town of Jefferson, a new chapter begins. A chapter where
communities take a stand, refusing to be silenced by the giants of industry. A



chapter where the health and well-being of people and the environment take
precedence over profit. Armed with the lessons learned from their struggle,
Jefferson stands strong, ready to face whatever challenges come their way.
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Winner of the Writers' League of Texas Book Awards

Finalist for the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize

From the front lines of the fracking debate, a “field philosopher” explores one of
our most divisive technologies.

When philosophy professor Adam Briggle moved to Denton, Texas, he had never
heard of fracking. Only five years later he would successfully lead a citizens'
initiative to ban hydraulic fracturing in Denton—the first Texas town to challenge
the oil and gas industry. On his journey to learn about fracking and its effects, he
leaped from the ivory tower into the fray.
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In beautifully narrated chapters, Briggle brings us to town hall debates and
neighborhood meetings where citizens wrestle with issues few fully understand.
Is fracking safe? How does it affect the local economy? Why are bakeries
prohibited in neighborhoods while gas wells are permitted next to playgrounds? In
his quest for answers Briggle meets people like Cathy McMullen. Her neighbors’
cows asphyxiated after drinking fracking fluids, and her orchard was razed to
make way for a pipeline. Cathy did not consent to drilling, but those who profited
lived far out of harm’s way.

Briggle's first instinct was to think about fracking—deeply. Drawing on
philosophers from Socrates to Kant, but also on conversations with engineers,
legislators, and industry representatives, he develops a simple theory to evaluate
fracking: we should give those at risk to harm a stake in the decisions we make,
and we should monitor for and correct any problems that arise. Finding this
regulatory process short-circuited, with government and industry alike turning a
blind eye to symptoms like earthquakes and nosebleeds, Briggle decides to take
action.

Though our field philosopher is initially out of his element—joining fierce activists
like "Texas Sharon," once called the "worst enemy" of the oil and gas industry—
his story culminates in an underdog victory for Denton, now nationally recognized
as a beacon for citizens' rights at the epicenter of the fracking revolution.
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