
How Thirteenth Century Friar Became
America's Most Popular Saint
In the realm of American Catholicism, one would be hard-pressed to find a more
beloved figure than St. Francis of Assisi. The thirteenth-century friar who
dedicated his life to preaching peace, love, and compassion has captured the
hearts of millions of Americans through his inspirational life story and the values
he stood for. This article explores how St. Francis of Assisi became America's
most popular saint and continues to be revered by people of all walks of life.

A Life of Devotion

Born in Italy in 1181, St. Francis of Assisi was destined for a life of privilege as the
son of a wealthy cloth merchant. However, his encounters with the poor and his
deep spiritual awakening led him to renounce his material possessions and
embrace a life of poverty, dedicating himself to serving God and humanity. His
genuine devotion and compassion attracted many followers, who joined him in his
mission to spread the teachings of Christ and promote peace.

The Patron Saint of Animals and Ecology

St. Francis of Assisi's love for all of God's creation, including animals and the
environment, has resonated deeply with Americans, particularly in recent times.
As environmental concerns became more prominent, the importance of St.
Francis' message of stewardship and respect for nature gained increased
significance. Today, many churches hold pet blessings and ecological initiatives in
honor of the saint, cementing his place as the patron saint of animals and ecology
in American culture.
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Popular Cultural Representation

Another factor contributing to St. Francis of Assisi's popularity is his portrayal in
popular culture. Numerous books, films, and artworks have showcased his life
and teachings, introducing him to a wider audience and allowing people to
connect with his story on a deeper level. Hollywood adaptations, such as the
acclaimed 1961 film "Francis of Assisi," starring Bradford Dillman, have helped to
popularize the saint's life story and spread his message of peace and
compassion to a global audience.

Inspirational Quotes and Prayers

St. Francis of Assisi is well-known for his inspiring quotes and prayers that have
touched the hearts of many. Phrases like "Preach the Gospel at all times, and
when necessary, use words" and "Lord, make me an instrument of your peace"
have become timeless reminders of the saint's philosophy and continue to inspire
people to follow in his footsteps. These quotes are often shared on social media
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platforms and serve as a source of comfort and guidance to individuals seeking
spiritual nourishment in today's fast-paced world.

Philanthropy and Social Movements

St. Francis of Assisi's influence extends beyond religious circles, reaching into
philanthropic and social movements across the United States. Numerous
charitable organizations have been inspired by his selfless acts and commitment
to helping those in need. The Franciscan Volunteer Program, for example,
encourages young adults to engage in service work and follow in St. Francis'
footsteps by assisting underprivileged communities. It is through initiatives like
these that the saint's legacy is kept alive and continues to positively impact
American society.

St. Francis of Assisi's journey from a thirteenth-century friar to America's most
popular saint is a testament to the enduring power of love, compassion, and
selflessness. His teachings and examples of how to live a life rooted in kindness
and humility have deeply resonated with Americans of all backgrounds, making
him a beloved figure in the hearts of millions. As we strive to navigate the
complexities of the contemporary world, the timeless wisdom of St. Francis of
Assisi serves as a guiding light, reminding us of the transformative impact one
person can have on the lives of many.

St. Francis of America: How a Thirteenth-Century
Friar Became America's Most Popular Saint
by Patricia Appelbaum (Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6500 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEc0c2E2NG9sMnNOZ0YvQ0lPTDFjV2dTeXRkckZObTJQYncycHdCd0gwbzhoMEQwdlhhdGlBYnA3L3pzZmk0NXQ5MDEra082N3B0LzhuYlgwNHpaUEo1V0EzdGFqRWdUWHJSZ3Q2TUNqcUJaRnVXTkoydkh3R0t6TDlkMU5zMjBLSDRPRlZsY0hRNE1hcXhYTXFNeUowQT09:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEc0c2E2NG9sMnNOZ0YvQ0lPTDFjV2dTeXRkckZObTJQYncycHdCd0gwbzhoMEQwdlhhdGlBYnA3L3pzZmk0NXQ5MDEra082N3B0LzhuYlgwNHpaUEo1V0EzdGFqRWdUWHJSZ3Q2TUNqcUJaRnVXTkoydkh3R0t6TDlkMU5zMjBLSDRPRlZsY0hRNE1hcXhYTXFNeUowQT09:f4.pdf


Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 277 pages

How did a thirteenth-century Italian friar become one of the best-loved saints in
America? Around the nation today, St. Francis of Assisi is embraced as the patron
saint of animals, beneficently presiding over hundreds of Blessing of the Animals
services on October 4, St. Francis's Catholic feast day. Not only Catholics,
however, but Protestants and other Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and
nonreligious Americans commonly name him as one of their favorite spiritual
figures. Drawing on a dazzling array of art, music, drama, film, hymns, and
prayers, Patricia Appelbaum explains what happened to make St. Francis so
familiar and meaningful to so many Americans.

Appelbaum traces popular depictions and interpretations of St. Francis from the
time when non-Catholic Americans "discovered" him in the nineteenth century to
the present. From poet to activist, 1960s hippie to twenty-first-century messenger
to Islam, St. Francis has been envisioned in ways that might have surprised the
saint himself. Exploring how each vision of St. Francis has been shaped by its
own era, Appelbaum reveals how St. Francis has played a sometimes
countercultural but always aspirational role in American culture. St. Francis's
American story also displays the zest with which Americans borrow, lend, and
share elements of their religious lives in everyday practice.
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