
Human Advantage In An Age Of Technology
And Turmoil
In today's rapidly evolving world, where technological advancements and social
unrest seem to dominate the headlines, one may wonder what truly sets
humanity apart from machines and algorithms. With the rise of artificial
intelligence, automation, and the increasing complexity of global challenges, it is
essential to explore and understand the unique advantages that human beings
bring to the table.

The Power of Creativity

One of the most remarkable attributes of humanity is its inherent capacity for
creativity. Unlike machines, human beings possess the ability to imagine,
innovate, and generate ideas that can drive progress and change. This creative
spark allows us to think outside the box, solve complex problems, and come up
with groundbreaking solutions. Whether it be in the arts, sciences, or business,
our imaginative prowess enables us to push the boundaries of what is possible
and shape the world in unprecedented ways.

Emotional Intelligence and Empathy

Another advantage humans have over machines is emotional intelligence. While
technology may be able to process enormous amounts of data, it lacks the ability
to truly understand and empathize with human emotions. Our capacity to connect
with others on an emotional level allows us to form deep and meaningful
relationships, foster collaboration, and navigate complex social dynamics.
Empathy, compassion, and understanding are all uniquely human traits that play
a crucial role in addressing societal issues and creating a more inclusive and
harmonious world.
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Critical Thinking and Adaptability

In an era of constant change and uncertainty, humans excel at critical thinking
and adaptability. Unlike machines, which operate based on pre-programmed
algorithms, our minds can analyze information, evaluate multiple perspectives,
and make sound judgments. This ability is invaluable when it comes to making
complex decisions, forecasting potential outcomes, and adapting strategies to
navigate uncharted territories. Our cognitive agility allows us to learn from
experience, adjust our thinking, and embrace change in a way that machines
simply cannot.

Moral and Ethical Decision Making

When faced with ethical dilemmas, human beings possess the capacity for moral
reasoning and conscious decision making. Unlike machines, which operate solely
based on predefined rules, our moral compass enables us to weigh the
consequences of our actions, consider the implications for others, and act in
accordance with our values. This ethical framework plays a crucial role in
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ensuring that our advancements in technology and innovations are aligned with
the greater well-being of society.

Collaboration and Teamwork

While technological advancements have undoubtedly enabled remote work and
automated certain tasks, the power of human collaboration and teamwork
remains unparalleled. By working together, leveraging diverse perspectives, and
combining complementary skills, humans can achieve outcomes that are greater
than the sum of their parts. Our ability to communicate, collaborate, and build
meaningful connections fosters innovation, fosters creativity, and drives collective
progress.

The Need for Continuous Learning

As technology continues to evolve at an unprecedented rate, humans have the
advantage of being able to adapt and learn throughout their lives. Continuous
learning provides us with the opportunity to acquire new skills, broaden our
horizons, and stay relevant in an ever-changing world. By embracing lifelong
learning, humans can harness the power of knowledge to navigate technological
advancements, address societal challenges, and create a more prosperous
future.

The Human Spirit

Above all else, humans possess a unique spirit that drives us to question,
explore, and strive for something greater. Our curiosity and thirst for knowledge
push the boundaries of innovation, discovery, and growth. It is this indomitable
spirit that enables us to overcome obstacles, adapt to adversity, and find meaning
in the face of turmoil. No matter how advanced technology becomes, the human
spirit will always play an indispensable role in shaping our collective destiny.



In an age where technology and turmoil seem to reign supreme, the advantages
of being human become even more apparent. Our creativity, emotional
intelligence, critical thinking, morality, collaboration, continuous learning, and
indomitable spirit make us uniquely suited to tackle the complex challenges of the
modern world. It is essential to leverage these advantages to harness the
potential of technology while ensuring that the human element remains central to
our progress. By embracing our innate qualities, we can navigate the age of
technology and turmoil to create a brighter and more sustainable future for all.
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“Cukier and his co-authors have a more ambitious project than Kahneman and
Harari. They don’t want to just point out how powerfully we are influenced by our
perspectives and prejudices—our frames. They want to show us that these
frames are tools, and that we can optimise their use.”
—Forbes
From pandemics to populism, AI to ISIS, wealth inequity to climate change,
humanity faces unprecedented challenges that threaten our very existence. The
essential tool that will enable humanity to find the best way foward is defined in
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Framers by internationally renowned authors Kenneth Cukier, Viktor Mayer-
Schönberger, and Francis de Véricourt. 
 
To frame is to make a mental model that enables us to make sense of new
situations. Frames guide the decisions we make and the results we attain. People
have long focused on traits like memory and reasoning, leaving framing all but
ignored. But with computers becoming better at some of those cognitive tasks,
framing stands out as a critical function—and only humans can do it. This book is
the first guide to mastering this human ability.
 
Illustrating their case with compelling examples and the latest research, authors
Cukier, Mayer-Schönberger, and de Véricourt examine:
 
·       Why advice to “think outside the box” is useless
·       How Spotify beat Apple by reframing music as an experience
·       How the #MeToo twitter hashtag reframed the perception of sexual assault
·       The disaster of framing Covid-19 as equivalent to seasonal flu, and how
framing it akin to SARS delivered New Zealand from the pandemic
 
Framers shows how framing is not just a way to improve how we make decisions
in the era of algorithms—but why it will be a matter of survival for humanity in a
time of societal upheaval and machine prosperity.
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