
James Monroe and the Nation's Call to
Greatness

James Monroe, the fifth President of the United States, played a pivotal role in
shaping the nation's destiny during a critical phase of its history. Born on April 28,
1758, in Westmoreland County, Virginia, Monroe grew up in a time of revolution
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and transformation. His presidency, from 1817 to 1825, witnessed a nation
striving for greatness across all fronts - politically, economically, and territorially.

Early Life and Revolutionary Ideals

Monroe, influenced by his family's involvement in the American Revolution,
developed a strong dedication to the ideals of liberty, independence, and self-
government. He demonstrated his commitment by enlisting in the Continental
Army at the age of 18, serving under General George Washington. This early
experience on the battlefield shaped his understanding of the sacrifice necessary
for a young nation to achieve greatness.
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Foreign Policy and the Monroe Doctrine

As President, Monroe faced numerous challenges on the international stage. One
of his most significant achievements was the formulation of the Monroe Doctrine
in 1823. This policy declared that any further European colonization or
interference in the Western Hemisphere would be viewed as a threat to U.S.
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security. The Monroe Doctrine laid the foundation for American foreign policy for
years to come, establishing the nation as a global power and protector of free
nations in the Americas.

Economic Transformation and Westward Expansion

During Monroe's presidency, the United States experienced a period of
remarkable economic growth and westward expansion. The Monroe
Administration implemented tariffs to protect American industries, promoted
internal improvements such as road and canal construction, and supported the
establishment of the Second Bank of the United States. These measures fostered
national economic development and laid the groundwork for future prosperity.

Additionally, Monroe's administration negotiated various treaties and agreements
that expanded the nation's territorial holdings. The Adams-Onís Treaty of 1819,
for example, secured Florida from Spain, while the Missouri Compromise of 1820
maintained a balance between free and slave states. These territorial acquisitions
and compromises solidified the United States' presence and influence across the
continent.

Legacy and Impact

James Monroe's presidency left a lasting impact on the United States, helping to
shape its identity as a nation. His strong leadership during a time of great change
and uncertainty set a precedent for future presidents and influenced the course of
American history.

Monroe's dedication to freedom and democratic ideals, as well as his
commitment to westward expansion and economic growth, propelled the United
States forward. His administration's achievements in foreign policy and the
Monroe Doctrine affirmed the nation as an emerging world power.



Even though Monroe's presidency is often overlooked in favor of more well-
known Founding Fathers, his contributions were crucial in defining the nation's
call to greatness. His tireless efforts to advance the United States politically,
economically, and territorially serve as an inspiration for generations to come.

In

James Monroe's presidency marked a turning point in American history, during
which the nation asserted its place on the world stage. Through his visionary
leadership, Monroe played a significant role in solidifying the United States'
position as a prosperous and rapidly expanding nation. His enduring legacy
serves as a reminder of the nation's call to greatness and the ability of individual
leaders to shape the course of history.
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From the New York Times bestselling author, the larger than life story of
America's fifth president, who transformed a small, fragile nation into a powerful
empire
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In this compelling biography, award-winning author Harlow Giles Unger reveals
the epic story of James Monroe (1758-1831)-the last of America's Founding
Fathers-who transformed a small, fragile nation beset by enemies into a powerful
empire stretching "from sea to shining sea." Like David McCullough's John
Adams and Jon Meacham's American Lion, The Last Founding Father is both a
superb read and stellar scholarship-action-filled history in the grand tradition.
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