
Korean Folk Tales: The Unmannerly Tiger And
18 Others
Korean culture is rich in history, traditions, and folklore. Among the various forms
of storytelling, Korean folk tales hold a special place. Passed down through
generations, these tales provide insight into the values, beliefs, and customs of
the Korean people.

The Unmannerly Tiger: A Lesson in Politeness

One of the most beloved Korean folk tales is "The Unmannerly Tiger." This
entertaining story revolves around a tiger who lacks basic manners and pays a
hefty price for his misbehavior. It teaches children and adults alike the importance
of politeness and respect.

According to the tale, a Tiger once enters a village where he encounters various
animals, including a rabbit, a bear, and a boar. However, the Tiger's rude
behavior and lack of proper manners cause him to have a series of unfortunate
encounters, resulting in his ultimate downfall.
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The story serves as a reminder that one's behavior towards others greatly
impacts their perception and treatment in return. With its engaging narrative and
valuable life lessons, "The Unmannerly Tiger" has become a staple in Korean
literature and storytelling.

Exploring Other Korean Folk Tales

Aside from "The Unmannerly Tiger," Korean folklore offers a wide range of
captivating tales that have been passed down for centuries. These stories reflect
the cultural heritage and imagination of the Korean people.

1. "The Goblin's Club": This enchanting tale follows a brave young boy who
outwits a group of menacing goblins using his wit and courage. It emphasizes the
power of intelligence and resourcefulness in overcoming obstacles.

2. "The Woodcutter and the Heavenly Maiden": This romantic tale narrates the
forbidden love between a woodcutter and a heavenly maiden. It explores the
themes of sacrifice, devotion, and the pursuit of true love.

3. "The Sun and the Moon": This mythological folk tale explains the origin of the
sun and the moon as siblings who embark on separate roles to brighten the
world. It showcases the importance of cooperation and harmony for the greater
good.

4. "The Rabbit's Liver": A heartwarming story about a generous rabbit who
sacrifices its own liver to save an old man's life. It highlights the virtues of
compassion, kindness, and selflessness.
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5. "The Tiger's Whisker": This tale revolves around a loving brother who seeks
help from a tiger to cure his sister's illness. By showing empathy and assisting the
tiger in its time of need, he acquires a magical whisker that possesses healing
powers.

And these are just a few examples of the many gems that Korean folk tales have
to offer.

The Power of Folk Tales

Although Korean folk tales are often considered children's stories, their impact
extends far beyond the realm of entertainment. These tales offer valuable life
lessons, moral guidance, and insights into the Korean culture.

The vivid characters and imaginative plotlines engage readers, enabling them to
delve deep into the world of Korean folklore. They bridge the gap between
generations, ensuring the preservation of traditional values and wisdom.

Furthermore, folk tales encourage critical thinking, empathy, and creativity. They
nurture the imagination and broaden perspectives by presenting relatable
situations, moral dilemmas, and the consequences of actions.

By reading and sharing Korean folk tales, individuals of all ages can gain a
deeper understanding of cultural heritage, values, and the human condition.

In

The Unmannerly Tiger and the abundance of Korean folk tales provide a
captivating journey through the rich cultural tapestry of Korea. These stories
captivate readers with their engaging narratives while imparting valuable life
lessons and showcasing traditional values.



Whether you're looking for a bedtime story, a moral lesson, or a window into
Korean culture, exploring these folk tales will transport you to a world of
imagination and wisdom.
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The Unmannerly Tiger and other Korean Tales; 167 pages, children's stories.
THE UNMANNERLY TIGER
TOKGABI AND HIS PRANKS
EAST LIGHT AND THE BRIDGE OF FISHES
PRINCE SANDALWOOD, THE FATHER OF KOREA
THE RABBIT'S EYES
TOPKNOTS AND CROCKERY HATS
THE SNEEZING COLOSSUS
A BRIDEGROOM FOR MISS MOLE
OLD WHITE WHISKERS AND MR. BUNNY
PEACE-BLOSSOM, PLUM•BLOSSOM, AND CINNAMON ROSE
TOKGABI'S MENAGERIE, CATS AND DOGS
THE GREAT STONE FIRE EATER
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PIGLING AND HER PROUD SISTER
SIR ONE LONG BODY AND MADAME THOUSAND FEET
THE SKY BRIDGE OF BIRDS
A FROG FOR A HUSBAND
THE VOICE OF THE BELL
THE KING OF THE SPARROWS
THE WOODMAN AND THE MOUNTAIN FAIRIES
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