
Lee And Grant At Appomattox 833 - The
Historic Encounter
On April 9, 1865, one of the most iconic moments in American history took place
at Appomattox Court House in Virginia. Confederate General Robert E. Lee
surrendered his army to Union General Ulysses S. Grant, marking the end of the
Civil War. This historic encounter, famously known as Lee and Grant at
Appomattox 833, not only shaped the future of the United States but also
showcased the resilience, leadership, and respect between two remarkable
military commanders.
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The Setting: Appomattox Court House

The Appomattox Court House, a small village located in Virginia, became the
backdrop for this significant event. While Appomattox Court House may initially
sound like a legal institution, it was, in fact, a rural community that comprised a
post office, a blacksmith shop, an inn, and a few houses.
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The village was chosen primarily as a temporary headquarters for General Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia during their retreat from Confederate capital Richmond.
It offered access to supplies and sustenance for the weary Confederate troops.
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The Men: General Robert E. Lee and General Ulysses S. Grant

At the time of their encounter, both General Lee and General Grant had already
established themselves as remarkable military strategists and leaders.

General Robert E. Lee was highly regarded as a brilliant tactician and an
esteemed officer in the Confederate Army. His brilliant victories at Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, and Second Bull Run had earned him a reputation as the
South's most formidable general.

General Ulysses S. Grant, on the other hand, was renowned for his unwavering
determination and relentless pursuit of victory. As the commander of the Union
Army, he had successfully led several campaigns, most notably the capture of
Vicksburg and the Battle of Shiloh.
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The Surrender: Diplomacy and Respect

As the Confederate Army faced increasing pressure and their supplies dwindled,
General Lee realized that continuing the fight was no longer feasible. On the
morning of April 9, 1865, he sent a message to General Grant requesting a
meeting to discuss terms of surrender.
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General Lee and General Grant met at the house of Wilmer McLean, a local
resident in Appomattox Court House. The two generals exchanged pleasantries
and reminisced about their meeting during the Mexican-American War twenty
years earlier. This display of camaraderie and mutual respect set a positive tone
for their negotiations.

After a few hours of discussing the terms, the two military leaders reached an
agreement. General Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia, effectively
ending the Civil War.
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The Aftermath: Reconciliation and Unity

The surrender at Appomattox Court House signaled the beginning of a new era
for the United States. General Grant's generosity towards the defeated
Confederate soldiers touched General Lee deeply, and he specifically requested
that his troops be allowed to return to their homes without persecution or
imprisonment.

This act of compassion helped foster a sense of reconciliation and unity in the
nation. Instead of revenge, the focus shifted towards rebuilding the war-torn
country and healing the deep wounds inflicted by the conflict.
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The Legacy: We Remember Appomattox 833

Lee and Grant at Appomattox 833 remains a pivotal moment in American history,
often regarded as the beginning of the end of the Civil War. The encounter



symbolized the triumph of diplomacy, respect, and the potential for reconciliation
despite the vast divide between the North and the South.

This historic event laid the groundwork for the eventual reunification of the United
States, setting the stage for the country to heal and move forward together. It
serves as a testament to the resilience and determination of the American people.
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In

The meeting between General Robert E. Lee and General Ulysses S. Grant at
Appomattox Court House in 1865 marked the end of a tumultuous chapter in
American history. This historic encounter not only brought an end to the Civil War
but also emphasized the importance of diplomacy, respect, and reconciliation in
times of turmoil.
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From the Pulitzer Prize winning author of Andersonville comes the story of an
unforgettable moment in American history: the historic meeting between General
Robert E. Lee and General Ulysses S. Grant that led to the surrender of Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia--and ultimately to the end of the Civil War.

MacKinlay Kantor's book for young readers captures all the emotions and drama
of those few days in April 1865: Lee's mingled sorrow and relief, Grant's
generosity toward his late opponent and the nearly starving Confederate soldiers;
and the two commanders' negotiation of surrender terms intended to help heal
the wounds of more than four years of the most violent conflict in American
history.
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