
Madams, Ministers, Playboys, and the Battle
for America's Soul
Throughout history, there have been countless narratives that shape the fabric of
a nation. One such captivating tale is that of madams, ministers, playboys, and
their collective struggle for America's soul. This enthralling chronicle spans the
borders of morality, religion, and power, making it a topic that continues to
fascinate both historians and everyday citizens.

At the heart of this captivating story lies the moral dilemma faced by a nation
grappling with the contrasting forces of vice and virtue. The madams, with their
crimson-lit parlors and enigmatic allure, represented the darker side of society - a
world of prostitution, debauchery, and societal taboos. These intriguing
individuals wielded power from behind the curtains, their influence extending far
beyond the confines of their establishments.

On the other hand, the ministers, driven by faith and the belief in divine
righteousness, embarked on a mission to save souls from the clutches of sin.
They preached from pulpits, endeavoring to bring salvation to a nation teetering
on the precipice. In their fight against immorality, they clashed with the madams
and their playboy patrons, embarking on a battle for the very soul of America.
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The playboys, charismatic and affluent, reveled in the excesses of life. They
frequented the madams' establishments, seeking pleasure and escape from the
prying eyes of society. These influential men, adorned in expensive suits and
accompanied by beautiful women, created a dichotomy between the façade of
morality and their clandestine indulgences.

Amidst this clash of moral titans, individuals on both sides of the spectrum
emerged as emblematic figures in America's cultural consciousness. One such
figure was Sally Arlington, the legendary madam whose opulent mansion on the
outskirts of town became a symbol of her power. With her dazzling charm and
influence over high-ranking officials, Arlington was perhaps the most notorious of
them all.

Opposing her was Reverend Abraham Townsend, a charismatic preacher
renowned for his fervent sermons and unwavering commitment to righteousness.
His spirited, fiery orations galvanized the masses, positioning him as the voice of
morality amidst the chaos enveloping the nation.

As the battle for America's soul waged on, the public became absorbed in the
intrigue and scandal surrounding these pivotal characters. Newspaper headlines
screamed of secret affairs, political corruption, and the irresistible allure of sin.
The nation grappled with its collective conscience, torn between the allure of the
forbidden and the yearning for redemption.
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What made this clash particularly compelling were the underlying societal
tensions it revealed. America, a melting pot of cultures, religions, and beliefs,
found itself in a state of moral flux. Traditional values clashed with the burgeoning
desire for freedom and individuality. The battle for America's soul was not just a
struggle against vice and virtue but a reflection of a nation grappling with its own
identity.

The legacy of this epic battle reverberates through the ages, leaving an indelible
mark on American history. It serves as a reminder of the complex forces that
shape a nation, the constant tug-of-war between societal norms and individual
desires.

Today, as we reflect on the tale of the madams, ministers, playboys, and the
battle for America's soul, we are reminded of the importance of balance and
introspection. It is a cautionary tale, a reminder that the pursuit of excess and
power can lead a nation astray, while the steadfast commitment to moral
righteousness brings about stability and progress.

As we navigate the complexities of our own times, let us remember the lessons
from history and strive to find the equilibrium that ensures the soul of our nation
remains intact.
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Step into the perfumed parlors of the Everleigh Club, the most famous brothel in
American history–and the catalyst for a culture war that rocked the nation.
Operating in Chicago’s notorious Levee district at the dawn of the last century,
the Club’s proprietors, two aristocratic sisters named Minna and Ada Everleigh,
welcomed moguls and actors, senators and athletes, foreign dignitaries and
literary icons, into their stately double mansion, where thirty stunning Everleigh
“butterflies” awaited their arrival. Courtesans named Doll, Suzy Poon Tang, and
Brick Top devoured raw meat to the delight of Prince Henry of Prussia and recited
poetry for Theodore Dreiser. Whereas lesser madams pocketed most of a harlot’s
earnings and kept a “whipper” on staff to mete out discipline, the Everleighs made
sure their girls dined on gourmet food, were examined by an honest physician,
and even tutored in the literature of Balzac.

Not everyone appreciated the sisters’ attempts to elevate the industry. Rival
Levee madams hatched numerous schemes to ruin the Everleighs, including an
attempt to frame them for the death of department store heir Marshall Field, Jr.
But the sisters’ most daunting foes were the Progressive Era reformers, who sent
the entire country into a frenzy with lurid tales of “white slavery”——the allegedly
rampant practice of kidnapping young girls and forcing them into brothels. This
furor shaped America’ s sexual culture and had repercussions all the way to the
White House, including the formation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

With a cast of characters that includes Jack Johnson, John Barrymore, John D.
Rockefeller, Jr., William Howard Taft, “Hinky Dink” Kenna, and Al Capone, Sin in
the Second City is Karen Abbott’s colorful, nuanced portrait of the iconic
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Everleigh sisters, their world-famous Club, and the perennial clash between our
nation’s hedonistic impulses and Puritanical roots. Culminating in a dramatic last
stand between brothel keepers and crusading reformers, Sin in the Second City
offers a vivid snapshot of America’s journey from Victorian-era propriety to
twentieth-century modernity.
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