
Mahatma Gandhi And His Struggle With India:
The Inspiring Journey of the Father of the
Nation
India, the land of diverse cultures, religions, and languages, has had a long
history of struggle for independence against British colonial rule. Among the
iconic figures who led this freedom movement, Mahatma Gandhi stands out as
the guiding light and the cornerstone of India's fight for freedom. This article
delves into the life and struggles of Mahatma Gandhi, exploring his remarkable
journey and his unique methods of nonviolent resistance that inspired millions
around the world.

Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, a coastal town in Gujarat,
India. He belonged to a privileged family and received a good education in
England before becoming a lawyer. However, his experiences in South Africa,
where he faced discrimination and racial injustice, changed the course of his life
and ignited the fire of fighting against injustice and inequality.

Upon returning to India, Gandhi immediately jumped into the freedom struggle,
emerging as a leader who advocated for nonviolent civil disobedience against the
British Raj. He propagated the principles of truth, nonviolence, and love, which he
termed Satyagraha, meaning "truth-force" or "soul-force".
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Gandhi's struggle with India was not only against the oppressive rule of the
British, but also against societal evils prevalent at the time. He fought tirelessly to
eradicate the deeply rooted problems of untouchability, caste discrimination, and
gender inequality. His efforts in championing the rights of the marginalized
sections of society are some of his most significant contributions to India's
liberation.

One pivotal event in Gandhi's journey was the Salt March, also known as the
Dandi March, which took place in 1930. This symbolic act of civil disobedience
was aimed at protesting the British salt monopoly, as well as promoting the
production and use of indigenous salt. Gandhi's march from his residence in
Sabarmati Ashram to the coastal town of Dandi inspired thousands of Indians to
join the nonviolent protest against British salt laws.

The British authorities responded with repression, but Gandhi's message of
peaceful resistance resonated with the masses. People from all walks of life,
including peasants, laborers, and student activists, rallied around him,
contributing to the collective voice demanding freedom.

Another important aspect of Gandhi's struggle was his emphasis on self-reliance
and self-sufficiency. He believed that India could only achieve true independence
if it attained economic independence from the British. His "Swadeshi" movement
encouraged Indians to boycott British goods and support indigenous products
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instead. This movement not only fostered a sense of national pride but also
boosted local industries, leading to the growth of the Indian economy.

Throughout his struggles, Gandhi prioritized communal harmony and the
promotion of religious tolerance. He firmly believed that India's strength lay in its
unity, and he worked relentlessly to dissolve the barriers of hatred and
discrimination among various religious groups. His inclusive approach and
commitment to pluralism continue to inspire people to embrace diversity and live
harmoniously.

The Quit India Movement of 1942 marked a turning point in India's struggle for
freedom, as it became a mass movement calling for the immediate end of British
rule. Gandhi, alongside other leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, called for nonviolent
resistance against the British government's oppressive policies. The movement
witnessed widespread participation and played a significant role in accelerating
the process of independence.

On August 15, 1947, after years of relentless struggle and sacrifice, India finally
achieved its long-awaited independence. The nation rejoiced as the British
Empire granted India its freedom, but this victory came at a great cost, as the
country was divided into India and Pakistan. Gandhi, known as the "Father of the
Nation," dedicated his life to promoting unity and harmony, and he mourned the
communal violence that erupted during the partition.

Tragically, the man who had led India to freedom was assassinated on January
30, 1948, by Nathuram Godse, a Hindu nationalist. Gandhi's death deeply
saddened the nation, and his legacy lives on as an enduring symbol of peace,
truth, and the power of nonviolent resistance.



Mahatma Gandhi's struggle with India encompassed more than just the fight for
freedom from colonial rule. He confronted social injustices, championed the rights
of the oppressed, and spread the message of love and nonviolence throughout
the nation. His ideals and principles continue to influence not only India but also
the world at large, inspiring countless individuals to stand up against injustice and
inequality.

As we reflect on Gandhi's remarkable journey, let us draw inspiration from his
unwavering commitment to truth and nonviolence. May we strive to create a world
guided by his principles, a world where peace, justice, and equality prevail.

Remembering the Father of the Nation - Mahatma Gandhi!
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A highly original, stirring book on Mahatma Gandhi that deepens our sense of his
achievements and disappointments—his success in seizing India’s imagination
and shaping its independence struggle as a mass movement, his recognition late
in life that few of his followers paid more than lip service to his ambitious goals of
social justice for the country’s minorities, outcasts, and rural poor.
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Pulitzer Prize–winner Joseph Lelyveld shows in vivid, unmatched detail how
Gandhi’s sense of mission, social values, and philosophy of nonviolent resistance
were shaped on another subcontinent—during two decades in South Africa—and
then tested by an India that quickly learned to revere him as a Mahatma, or
“Great Soul,” while following him only a small part of the way to the social
transformation he envisioned. The man himself emerges as one of history’s most
remarkable self-creations, a prosperous lawyer who became an ascetic in a
loincloth wholly dedicated to political and social action. Lelyveld leads us step-by-
step through the heroic—and tragic—last months of this selfless leader’s long
campaign when his nonviolent efforts culminated in the partition of India, the
creation of Pakistan, and a bloodbath of ethnic cleansing that ended only with his
own assassination.

India and its politicians were ready to place Gandhi on a pedestal as “Father of
the Nation” but were less inclined to embrace his teachings. Muslim support,
crucial in his rise to leadership, soon waned, and the oppressed untouchables—
for whom Gandhi spoke to Hindus as a whole—produced their own leaders.

Here is a vital, brilliant reconsideration of Gandhi’s extraordinary struggles on two
continents, of his fierce but, finally, unfulfilled hopes, and of his ever-evolving
legacy, which more than six decades after his death still ensures his place as
India’s social conscience—and not just India’s.
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