
Making It In The Rough Tumble World Of
Professional Ballet

Entering the world of professional ballet is no easy feat. Behind the beautiful,
effortless movements lies a tremendous amount of hard work, dedication,
sacrifice, and perseverance. Ballerinas endure countless hours of training,
physical conditioning, and mental preparation to achieve the highest level of
excellence in their craft.

The Journey Begins

For aspiring young ballet dancers, the journey toward a career in professional
ballet starts at a very early age. They often begin training as early as 5 or 6 years
old, learning the basics of ballet technique, coordination, and musicality. Years of
hard work and commitment lay ahead as they progress through different training
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levels, honing their skills and building the strength and flexibility necessary for this
demanding art form.
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Many young dancers enroll in prestigious ballet schools, where they receive
world-class training from experienced instructors, who have often been
professional dancers themselves. The environment is highly competitive, and
only the most dedicated and talented dancers are selected to join the advanced
programs.

The Rigors of Training

Training to become a professional ballet dancer is incredibly demanding both
physically and mentally. Dancers take daily classes that focus on technique,
strength, and flexibility. They practice various ballet movements, such as pliés,
tendus, and grand jetés, repeating them countless times to perfect their form and
precision.
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Aside from these daily classes, ballet dancers also undergo supplementary
training to improve their core strength, balance, and overall endurance. Pilates,
yoga, and weight training are common elements of their cross-training regimen.

Moreover, dancers must also maintain a strict diet and lifestyle to stay in top
physical condition. They need to fuel their bodies with nutritious foods to ensure
they have enough energy for long rehearsals and performances. Adequate rest
and recovery are also crucial to prevent injuries and maintain optimal
performance.

The Cost of Pursuing Dreams

While the journey awaits with opportunities of grace and beauty, the path of
becoming a professional ballet dancer is far from easy. It requires immense
financial commitment from both the dancers and their families.

Attending professional ballet schools, participating in competitions, and taking
private lessons can be financially burdensome. The cost of leotards, ballet shoes,
costumes, and other attire can quickly add up. Dancers are also frequently
required to travel for auditions and performances, further straining their financial
resources.

However, despite these challenges, the passion and love for ballet keep the
aspiring dancers going, pushing them forward even in the face of adversity.

The Audition Process

As dancers progress in their training, the time comes to face the grueling audition
process. Ballet companies hold auditions to select dancers for their corps de
ballet or soloist positions. These auditions are highly competitive, with hundreds
of dancers vying for a limited number of spots.



During auditions, dancers must perform different variations and demonstrate their
technical skills and artistry. They are judged not only on their physical abilities but
also on their stage presence and ability to interpret and convey emotions through
dance.

Securing a Position

Securing a position in a professional ballet company is a dream come true for any
aspiring dancer. It signifies that their hard work and talent have paid off. Once
accepted, dancers undergo rigorous training and rehearsals, preparing for
upcoming performances.

While performing with a professional ballet company is a dream for many, it also
comes with its own set of challenges. Dancers may have to travel extensively,
perform multiple shows a week, and adapt to different choreographic styles and
artistic visions.

The Rewards of Perseverance

Despite the difficulties and challenges faced throughout their careers,
professional ballet dancers find immense joy and fulfillment in their art. The stage
becomes their second home, and the applause of the audience fuels their
passion.

Being part of a breathtaking performance, where every movement is in perfect
synchrony with the music, is an indescribable feeling. It's the culmination of years
of hard work, discipline, and sacrifice.

Inspiration for Aspiring Dancers

For those aspiring to pursue a career in professional ballet, it's essential to
embrace the process and be prepared for the highs and lows it brings. It requires



dedication, resilience, and unwavering passion.

Surround yourself with a supportive community of fellow dancers, mentors, and
teachers who can guide and inspire you on your journey. Seek out opportunities
to perform, audition for summer intensives, and never stop learning and growing
as an artist.

Remember, making it in the rough tumble world of professional ballet is not solely
defined by landing a spot in a prestigious company. It's about the love for dance,
the pursuit of perfection, and the extraordinary spirit that keeps you going when
the road gets tough.

The

The world of professional ballet is undoubtedly challenging, demanding, and
competitive. However, for those who have the passion and determination to push
through, the rewards are immeasurable. From the long hours of training to the
unforgettable moments on stage, every step along the way becomes part of a
remarkable journey.

So, if you are an aspiring ballerina, lace up your pointe shoes, take a deep
breath, and leap fearlessly into the world of professional ballet. The rough tumble
may be tough, but it's where dreams come true and where you can truly make
your mark as an exceptional dancer.
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“A revealing book about the grueling—and glamorous—world of ballet” (Daily
News, New York).
 
Is everything really so beautiful at the ballet? For Miami City Ballet principal
dancer Jennifer Carlynn Kronenberg it is; but it wasn’t always so. Learn how she
made it through all of her high jinx mishaps, missteps, and tribulations, and
continued on to a glorious career as a prima ballerina with an internationally
acclaimed ballet company.
 
Kronenberg shares her memoirs, hints, tips, and professional advice for aspiring
dancers and their parents, hoping to ease them through the hard years of study
as well as through the abrupt and challenging transition from student to
professional. Covering everything from choosing a school and auditioning, to
stage makeup and backstage basics, this books provides the answers young
dancers need to help them survive in today’s challenging ballet world.
 
“Chock-full of tips and advice for aspiring dancers and their parents, and includes
a personal account of the ballerina’s rocky journey to fame.” —Brooklyn
Downtown Star
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“Entertaining, realistic, and practical—that big sister that you’d like to have beside
you.” —Ballet News
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