Marley Dias and Mary Maclane: Two Influential
People Who Made an Impact

In today's world, where social media and the internet play a significant role in
shaping public opinion and promoting various causes, there are individuals who
stand out as influential figures. Marley Dias and Mary Maclane are two such

personalities who have made a lasting impact on society.

Marley Dias: Empowering Young Minds

Marley Dias is an inspiring young woman who gained recognition for her activism

and her #1000BlackGirlBooks campaign. At the age of 11, Marley wanted to see
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more books featuring black female protagonists, which led her to start a
movement to collect and distribute 1,000 books meeting this criteria. Her efforts
not only exceeded her initial goal but also sparked conversations about diversity

and representation in literature.
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Marley's campaign gave voice to a crucial issue and encouraged publishers to
make diversity a priority. She became a prominent advocate for inclusivity, even
going on to write her own book, "Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You!" In
this book, she shares actionable advice for young activists and encourages them

to believe in their power to effect change.

Marley Dias is a testament to the fact that age is not a barrier to making a
difference. Her dedication to empowering young minds and promoting diversity

has left a lasting imprint on society.

Mary Maclane: Paving the Way for Unapologetic Self-Expression

While Marley Dias represents the potential of young activism, Mary Maclane was
a revolutionary figure in her own era of the early 20th century. Born in 1881, Mary
was an American writer who dared to break societal norms through her candid

and autobiographical book "I Await the Devil's Coming." In this memoir, she
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openly expressed her desires, frustrations, and unconventional thoughts, which

was highly controversial at that time.

Published in 1902, Maclane's book became an instant sensation. In a time when
women were expected to conform to societal expectations, she fearlessly defied
the norms and refused to apologize for her thoughts and desires. Her work was a
reflection of her independence and the belief that women should have the

freedom to express themselves authentically.

Maclane's audacity and irreverence set a precedent for future generations of
writers, inspiring them to embrace their own voices and challenge the status quo.
She became a symbol of empowerment and continues to be celebrated as a

trailblazer for unapologetic self-expression.

A Shared Legacy

Although Marley Dias and Mary Maclane are from different eras, they both share

a legacy of empowering others through their words and actions.

Marley Dias has shown young people around the world that they have the power
to shape their own narratives. Through her campaign and subsequent book, she
has inspired countless children to believe in themselves and advocate for the

change they want to see.

Mary Maclane, on the other hand, challenged societal norms at a time when such
defiance was unheard of. Her boldness paved the way for future generations to
embrace their true selves and express their thoughts without fear of judgment or

retribution.

Both of these influential individuals prove that age, gender, and societal

expectations should never be obstacles to leaving a mark on the world. From



Marley's activism to Mary's unapologetic self-expression, their stories serve as a
reminder that we all have the power to make a difference in our own unique

ways.

Marley Dias and Mary Maclane are two individuals who have left a profound
impact on society through their words and actions. Marley's advocacy for diversity
in literature and her book have empowered young minds, fostering a belief in the
ability to create change. Mary's audacity to express herself unapologetically

challenged societal norms and paved the way for others to do the same.

These two influential people, from different eras, have shown that anyone can
make a difference and inspire others through their authenticity and passion. The
legacies of Marley Dias and Mary Maclane serve as a reminder that the power to

create change lies within each one of us.
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As a sixth-grader, Marley Dias started a campaign to help make sure girls of all
races have access to books that feature main characters who look like them. She
also went on to write a book of her own. Learn more about how she is making a

difference for other young girls!
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